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THE 


AMERICAN MUSEUM,» 





POLITICAL ©CONOMY. 


Part of Judge Pendleton’s 
- Charge to the Grand Jurors 

of Gagetown, Cheraws, 
. and\Camden Diftritts, in 
.. the State ‘of Carolina.’ ~~ 


Gentlemen of the grand jury, 


[° chis fatal. paffion for fud- 
A den riches, fo generally 
prevalent among us, to extin- 
guifh every fentiment of poli- 
tical and moral duty ? Is it to 
be expected, that one affembly 
after another will be on the 
fide of the debtor? No, gen- 
tlemen : the period is not far 
diftant, when the Jaws of the 
ftate muft be voluntarily 
obeyed, or executed by force. 
No fociety ever Jong endured 
the miferies of anarchy, dif- 
order, and licentioufnefs. The 
moft vile: defpotifm will be 
embraced in preference to ‘it. 
The nations from which we 
derive our grigin, afford innu- 
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merable examples of this... E 
will, howéver,. mention... but 
one. When the parliament. of 
England had dethroned ‘and 
beheaded that faithlefs ryrant 
Charles the firft—fubduedall 
their enemies at home and 
abroad----and ¢hanged | their 
monarchy into a republic-—~ 
one would have fuppofed that 
an affemblage of as great, ta- 
lents as ever adorned human 
nature, which fo highly dif; 
tinguifhed the patriots of that 
time, could not fail of forming 
a wife and juf{ government, 
and ef tranfmitting it to their 
pofterity. But the event fhewed 
that the diforderly temper of 
the people, occafioned by. the 
civil war, would not bear the 
ftrong curb of legal authority, 
Expedient after expedient was 
tried : and government affumed 
many different fhapes, to hu 
mour their paffions and preju- 
diees, 
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dices, and lead them to a wil- 
ling obedience : but all to no 
—- The public diforders 

ily increafed. Every little 
club of politicians were for 
making laws for the whole 
natiofi, The fair form of equal 
and legal liberty became de~- 
faced by a thoufand fanciful 
and impracticable whimfies, 
until the general diftrefs . be- 
come infupportable, What 
followed ? The very people, 
who, 2 few years before, had 
dazzled the world by the {plen- 
dor of their actions, invited 
back, and enthroned, the fon 
of that*king whom they had 


rmerly put to death; gave 
er a carte blanche to £ as 


he’ pleafed ; and feemed to 


have forgotten that. they. had 
ever loft a drop of blood, or 
ie a fhilling in defence of 

Gr liberty, 

Gentlemen, let us not lofe 
fight of this awful precedent. 

© acquire freedom, is no- 
thing in comparifon to a wife 
and profitable yfe of it, Noe 
thing ¢an. be more certain, 
than that Great Britain would 
eagerly feize any savouenie 
opportunity to compafs our 
deftrudtion. She nc to= 
morrow, pour her fleets and 
armies into this country, par- 
ticularly the fouthern ftates, 
if the great powers of Europe 
could te fo allied and, cone 
nected, as to fecure her from 
a hoftile confederacy, The 
hiftory of thofe nations every 
where fhews us what trivial 


_a free and juft, 
.tme.a_ftrong. 


caufes occafion the moft im- 

rtant changes in their po- 
itical fyftems. Surely, then, 
it is wile to be on our — 
and in the firft place to fecure 

t at the fame 
gevernment at 
home, Without this, the ci- 
tizens are infecure in their 

tfons and eftates: that in- 
apes produces murmurin 
and difcontent: and that dif- 
content will ever produce a 
difpofition favourable for try- 
ing new changes, In {uth a 
ftate, to be attacked by a for- 
midable enemy, without fol- 
diers or military ftores, and 
without authority to compel 
even. our own citizens to obey 
the laws, we mutt fall a prey 
to any foreign power, who 
may think it worth the coft to 
fubjugate us. 

I have heard, gentlemen of 
the grand jury, great come 
plaints againft the illiberal 
and monopolizing fpirit of the 
Britifh government, on the 
fubje&t ofycommerce with 
America-—her numerous duties 
on American produce---and 
her refufal to enter into treae 
ties for mutual benefits in 


_ trade. It muft furely be highly 


ridiculous to abufe one nation 
for profiting by the follies of 
another. Do we expect that 
Great Britain, as a trading na- 
tion, will not exert every 
nerve to hold faft the commer- 
cial advantages, which our avie 
dity for her negroes and ma- 
nufactures hath given ~ 
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Js it nor the fteady policy of for all our rational wantsy 
every nation in Europe to pro- when our exports greatly ex- 
mote and extend their own eeed that fum, and are an- 
commerce by every poflible nually imcreafing—-is it nof 
means, lec it be at the expence obvious to the meancft capa- 
of whomfoever it will? Yes, city, that a large balance muft 
entlemen; and let usact with yearly return to us in gold 
Fich caution atid punctuality, and filver? which, in fpite of 
as to make it her intereft to all the paper-money cafuifts 
folicit, and we fhall foon find in the world, is the onl 
her courting, with douceurs, wholefome political blood that 
thofe commercial compacts, can. give union, health, and 
which fhe now fo contemptu- vigour to the body politic. 
oufly declines. ‘At the clofe of — If we do not curtail our exe 
the war, indeed, fhe ftood pences, and export more than 
trembling with apprehenfion, we import, a general bank- 
left our two-allies, France and ruptey muft be the inevitable 
Holland, fhould monopolize confequence. 
our trade, A treaty, prefled at - Many fpeople are calling 
that moment, and properly for large emiflions of paper- 
urged, fine qua non of all fu- money. For what? To fhift 
ture. amity and intercourfe, the burdens they have in- 
would, in all probability, have curred, by their avarice and 
roduced an inlet of American- folly, from themfelves to their 
| veffels into her iflands, better and more deferving cre- 
and an exemption from many ditors, whofe property they 
other injurious reftraints.. But choofe to ‘hold faft. Can any 
the favourable moment flipped thing be more fraudulent or 
through .our hands unime- aftonifhing ? No, gentlemen : 
roved, I fear never toreturn. paper medium and fheriffs’ 
The only poffible way left us fale bills, are only temporary 
tarecover it, is, to live within expedients, a repetition of 
our income; to fecure a ba» which, in a very fhort time, 
lance of trade in our favour; would be infupportable. They 
and to urge the federal govern- were intended, at a fingular 
ment to fuch general regula- crifis, to open a retreat even 
tions, as fhall fecure us from to the foolith and extravagant, 
the infamous vaffalage into as well as the unfortunate 
which we are hurrying. If debtor, by affording an oppor- 
three or four hundred thou- tunity to retrieve, but not to 
fand pounds fterling worth of give impunity to the one, ora 
merchandize, [annually], and releafe to the other. The ho- 
which fum will] include a great neft and induftrious man will 
many luxuries, is fuffeient feize the opportunity to lay 
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up againft the day of account 
and payment: while nothing 
will correct or reclaim the in- 
dolent and fraudulent knave. 
But, .as I faid, the period is at 
hand, when the punctual pay- 
ment of the taxes and of debts 
muft take place voluntarily 
or the uninterrupted recove 

of them in the courts of juf- 
tice, be enforced. Palliatives 
are exhaufted. We muft either 
relinguith government; refign 
our independence ; and em- 
brace a military mafter-—-or 
execute our laws by force of 
arms, if no alternative is left 
us. But before we are com- 
pelled to. refort to this dif- 
graceful and painful ultima- 
rum, let usall exert ourfelves, 
and fupport each other, as 
free citizens, acknowledging 
no mafter but the laws, which 
we ourfelves have made, for 
our,common good---in obey- 
ing thofe laws, and enforcing 
them when and where we can: 
Let no man fay, this: or that 
is not my bufinefs, Whatever 
materially affects the honour 
and intereft of the ftate, is 
every man’s bufinefs : becaufe 
he muft, in common with all 
others, fhare. the good or evil 
brought upon his country. 
That man, who refufes or 
evades the payment of his 
taxes, impofed by his imme- 
diate reprefentative,; or excites 
er co-operates in the refiftance 
of Jawful authority, is the par- 
ricide of his country, as well 
as the voluntary affaffin of his 
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own intereft : fince it is im- 
flible he can be tranquil or 
appy, or enjoy his property 
in peace and fecurity, while 
his country is convulfed: and 
diftracted. 

As grand jurors, gentlemen, 
the laws have felected you as 
their principal auxiliary, and 
moft refponfible guardians, 
On you, then, it is peculiarly 
incumbent, to intereft your- 
felves in the conduct of all 
around you. You have the 
greateft property to lofe : and 

our example, therefore, muft 
be of the greateft weight. In- 
veftigate the police of your 
diftrit : and, wherever any 
perfon hath accepted a public 
truft, and neglects or abufes 
it, drag him forth, let his'of- 
fice, fortune, or character be 
what it may. If keepers of 
ferries, highways, or bridges, 
do not ‘difcharge their duty--- 
if the officers of juftice violate 
the truft repofed in them—you 
are bound, in duty to your 
country, ‘to yourfelves, and td 
your children, as well as by 
the folemn oath you have juft 
taken, to name them in your 
prefentments, together with 
the names of fuch witnefles as 
can prove the charge. Even in 
your private capacity, as ci- 
tizens, to inform againft and 
oe a!l fuch offenders, is 
ighly meritorious. The male- 
volence, which may, for a 
time, be directed againft an 
honeft, fpirited, and patriotic 
citizen, is like the harmlefs 


hifling 
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hiffing of ferpents, who can- 
not bite. He will foon triumph 
over their impotent clamour ; 


and obtain the efteem and fup- 


rt of all good men. 
I have been actuated by the 
plain and pointed obfervation 


you have juft heard---by an 


ardent zeal for the honour and 
profperity of my country. This 


is not atime to leffen or exte- 


uate che terror which the 


prefent dangerous crifis muft 
infpire. To know ov, danger, 
to face it like men, and to 
triumph over it by conftancy 
and courage, is a character this 
country once jultly acquired. 
Is it to be facrificed in the 
hour of peace, with every in- 
centive to preferve it? I repeat 
again, that without a change 
ef conduct, and a union of all 
the good men in the ftate, we 
are an undone people ; the 
government will foon tumble 
about our heads, and become 
a prey to the firft bold ruffian 
who fhall affociate a few def- 
perate adventurers, and feize 
upon it. 

I confefs the fubject very 
deeply affects me. I fhall, there- 
fore, purfue it no further. I do 
not, however, defpair of the 
republic. There are honeft 
and independent men among 
us, to retrieve every thing, 
whatever may be oppofed b 
the vicious and unprincipled, 
if they will but ftep forth, 
and act with union and vi- 


gour. If they will not, the 
miferies refylting to their 
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rene from the utter deftruc- 
tion of all public and private 
credit, a bankrupt treafury, 
and the triumph of all manner 
of fraud, rapme, and licen- 
tioufnefs, together with the 
feorn and derifion of our ene- 
mies, and the contempt of our 
friends, if we fhould have any 
left, be on their heads! 

The attorney-general, gen= 
tlemen, will forward to you 
all fuch bills of indictment, 
for offences againft the ftate, 
2s fhall be put in profecution ; 
and will alfo furnifh you with 
fuch advice and direction, 
from time to time, as may be 
neceffary to you, in the pro- 
grefs of your bufinefs. You 
will keep in view, in all your 
deliberations, the compre- 
henfive oath you have taken. 
While you act under its in 
fluence, (and I am fure you 
you will ever do fo), you can- 
noterr: and I fhall with plea- 
fure difcharge you, as foon 
as you have difpatched the 
bufinefs which will come be- 
fore you. 


6 ES =D) 
On eftablifhing a Sinking 
Fundin Pennfylvania. 
To the Honourable the Legif- 


lature. , 


VERY friend to this coune 

try mutt feel a lively fatif- 
faction in reviewing the lauda- 
ble exertions that have lately 
been made in Pennfylvania to 
eftablifh her public credit. 
Meafures have already been 
adopted, 
















































































adopted, not only to difcharge 
the arrearages of intereft due 
on the ftate debr, and on our 
quota of the debt contracted 
by the united ftates, but there 
appears a reafonable profpect, 
that, unlefs fome adverfe acci- 
dent fhould happen, refpecta- 
ble advances will, within a 
few years, be made towards 
redeeming and paying off the 
principal of both. To accom- 

lith this juft and honoura- 

le purpofe fhould be con- 
ftantly in the view of the gene- 
ral afflembly. From the com- 
mendable difpcfition already 
difcovered by the members, I 
am induced to believe, that it 
is, as it ought to be, a favour- 
able object with them, and in 
confidence of it, I beg leave to 
fubmit to them the following 
obfervations. 

By an act of affembly paffed 
the firft day of March, 1786, 
entitled, ‘* An act for the fur- 
ther relief of the public credi- 
tors, who are citizens of this 
ftate, by receiving, on loan, 
eertain debts of the united 
ftates of America, &c.” it is 
enacted, that thofe loan-office 
@ertificates which bear date 
between the 1{t of September, 
1777, and 1ft March, 1778, 
“* are fubject to liquidation 
by the continental feale of 
depreciation on the final re- 
demption and payment of the 
principal fums thereof refpec- 
tively, although the poffeffors 
of the fame certificates be en- 
titled ro receive the annual in- 
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tereft thereof at full value on 
the nominal fums thercin ex. 
preffed, until fuch redemption 
and payment of the principal 
be made :”and by the fame ag 
it is 
fhall be paid on the nominal 
fum, agreeably to the act of 
congrefs of the 18th June, 
1780, to all fuch perfons, or 
their affignees as fhall lend cer- 
tificates of that defcription to 
this ftate. 

In c « fequence of this pro- 
vifion, this ftate muft undoubt- 
edly have received on‘loan al- 
ready, or will receive hereaf- 
ter, certificates of this kind to 
a confiderable amount, for 
which fhe is bound to pay in- 
tereft, as on thé-nominal fums. 
I find by the fcale of depreci- 
ation adopted by congrefs, 
that roo dollars in paper cur- 
rency, loaned on the 3oth Sep» 
tember, 1777, 

Do!s. goths. 8ths, 
areeftimatedat 91 38 12 


Specie, on the 


30th Oct. 1777, 83 6 © 
31ft Nov. 1777, 7 63 7 
31ft Dec.1777, 68 yr © 
31fJan.1778, 62 45 2 
a8thFeb.1778, 57 28 6 


The intereft allowed to be 
received in tranfactions be- 
tween citizen and citizen is, 
in all the great kingdoms of 
Europe, much higher than the 
intereft paid by the fovereign 

rs, for monies ed 
either of fubjects or foreign- 
ers; and in Pennfylvania is 
more than in any of thofe 
kingdoms. 


rovided, chat inreref . 
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kingdoms. But a permanent 
intereft of fix per cent. on go- 
vernment-fecurities, is, 1 be- 
lieve, unknown, except in 
America. Great Britain pays 
but three and a half, and in 
moft cafes three per cent. on 
the immenfe fums of moncy 
in which the is indebted, and 
the united provinces {fill lefs. 
As the government of Penn- 
fylvania has, however, con- 
tracted with her citizens, at 
the rate of fix per cent. the 
engagement is facred, and 
muft be performed. Yet, that 
an enlightened and patriotic 
affembly thould pay fix pounds 
per annum, for the ufe of 911. 
831. 751. or 571. when the bur- 
den may be removed by dif- 
charging the principal, and 
have the means ol making 
chat difeharge in our power, 
not immediately, it is true, 
bi itina very fhort period, will 
 confidered as an extraordi- 
Mary and iner edible circum- 
ftance by thofe who reflect on 
it. This, however, is actually 
the cafe in Pennfylvania at 
pre fent. We pay cight, nine, 
nd even tc n and a. half per 
cent, for the ufe of moncy; 
and cannot, with any degree 
of certainty, fay at what | pe- 
tiod the evil ; is to wy by 
any operation of the funds 
sereted ore provided. 
o remove it, I beg Icave 
humbly ro provofe, that ¢ffi- 
cient funds be immediately 
rovided for the purpofe 


difchar in ethe orinc pal fumns, 


. 


of 


489 
together with the arrearages of 
intereft due on the certiheates 
before defcribed. To pentle- 
men acquainted with the fi- 
nances of the ftate, ways and 
means of accomplifhing this 
obje: st, cannot be difhcult to 
difcoves. But as a fource of 
fupply, which has occurred to 
me, has mot, as I have heard, 
been mentioned by cither of 
the ingenious gentlemen, who, 
on @ late eccafion, fo ably dil- 
cuffed and inveftigated the 
swbjee t of finance, it may not, 
perhaps, be improper to fug- 
geft, that, in orde r to create a 
finking fund for the purpofes 
before mentioned, it fheould 
immediately be enacted by the 
legiflature---** That upon the 
recording any deed of bargain 
and faie, leafe and releafe, co 
venant to ftand. feized to 
ufes, marsriage-fettiement, or 
other conveyance or convey- 
ances of any eftate in fee fim- 
ple, fee fact, or freehold, or 
power of attorney to make 
fuch conveyance er convey- 
ances of any lands, tenements, 
or hereditaments in Pennfyl- 
vania, there be paid, for the 
ufe of the commonwealth, to 
the recorder of deeds of the 
city or county refpectively, 
or (in the cafe of Nheritfs of 
coroners’ deeds) to the pro- 
thonotary of the courg, im 
which the fame fhall be re- 
corded, the fum of fifteen fhil- 
lings lawful money of Penn- 
fylvania, upon every coryey- 
ance or power 6f attorney to 
P. make 








el er 
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make conveyance of any ef- 
tate of inheritance, and of ten 
fhillings like money, upon e- 
very conveyance or power of 
attorney to make conveyance 
of any eftate of freehold; and 
that the faid recorder or pro- 
thonotary refpectively, reeeive 
the fame, together with his 
own fees; and that no fuch 
deed or conveyance be entered 
of record until the fame be re- 
fpectively paid. 

Provifion may at the fame 
time be made for fecuring the 
receipt of this revenue, by mak- 
ing the different recorders of 
deeds and prothonotaries ac- 
countable to the comptroller 
general. 

That upon every fine or re- 
covery levied or fuffered in any 
court of juftice in this com- 
monwealth, there be paid by 
the perfon levying or fuffering 
the fame, the fum of 20 fhil- 
lings into the hands of the pro- 
thonotary of fuch court, for 
the ufe of the ftate. 

That whenever the feal of 
the ftate fhall be affixed to any 
exemplification of a judgment 
ip any court of record in this 
itate, indenture or other deed 
or conveyance of real eftate, 
exemplification of any laft will 
and teftament, letter of attor- 
ney, bond, bill, promiffor 
nofe,’ bill of exchange, book 
account or other writing, there 


‘fliall be paid into the hands of 
‘the fecretary of the fupreme 


executive council, for the ufe 
of the commonwealth, the fum 


of ten fhillings lawful money 
of Pennfylvania, he to be ac. 
countable. 


That upon the admiffion of J 


any perfon to be an attorney 
in any court of common pleas 
of this ftate, he pay into the 
hands of the clerk of the court 
in which, &c. the fum of three 
pounds ; and upon his admifl- 
ott into the fupreme court, 
then to the clerk of faid court, 
the fum of fix pounds, for the 
ufe of the commonwealth. 

Many additions might be 
made. I have contented my- 
felf with barely sketching the 
outlines of a plan which fome 
perfon of more leifure may, 
perhaps, think it worth his 
while to extend.and to enlarge. 
The taxes railed by thefe 
means would not fall heavy on 
any particular clafs of citizens; 
nor would it be neceffary to 
let inferior minifters of jutftice 
into our houfes and inelofures 
in order to execute them. 
They might be levied without 
expence to the commonwealth, 
or injury to the individual: 
and the feveral articles taxed, 
would, notwithftanding, ie- 
main at a lower price in Penn- 
fylvania than in almoft any 
other country. I conceive a 
confiderable fum of money 
might be raifed from them, as 
the revenue arifing from the te- 
cord and prothenotary’s offices 
would in all probability a- 
mount to 6000l. or 7eool. per 
year, and the other articles 
roool. or rsool. 

Small 
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§ mail as thefe fumns may ap- 
ear to be, their operation asa 
finking fund to difcharge debts 
that pay 9 and ro per cent. in- 
cereft, particularly when affift- 
ed by the means now relied 
on, would in a very few years 
be aftonifhing, 

The immediate eftablith- 
ment of a finking fund, in ad- 
dition to that now exifting, is 
a thing devout!y to be wifhed 
for. Public juftice and public 
honour cail loudly for it. A 
feafon of profound peace, the 
duration of which we know 
not, at prefent furnifhes us 
with the means and opportuni 
ty. The difcharge of our pud- 
lic engagements will make the 
government beloved by its fub- 
je<ts, and refpected by foreign 
nations, When we have paid 
off our debts, we may then be- 
come generous, and hold out 
liberal encouregement to the 
arts, to manufactures, and to 
commerce. Charitable foun- 
dations may be etablifhed, fe- 
minaries of learning diifufed, 
public fchools for the educa- 
tion of the poor erected, bridg- 
es built over our creeks and ri- 
vers, our roads ftraitened and 
improved, canals opened for 
inland navigation, a refpe¢ta- 
ble navy, that bulwark of 
ftrength, which never endan- 
gers the people’s liberties, be 
built and fet afloat; and the 
ftarce of Pennfylvania, among 
the other united ftates, artive 
to that pitch of good and per- 
fect government, which is the 
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highef ftretch of human wif- 
dom, and the pinnacle of focial 
happinefs, 
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Tothe Freemen of America. 


CITIZEN of Pennfyl- 

vania, in a retired fitua- 
tion, who holds and wifhes for 
no fhare in the power or offi- 
ces of his country, and who 
oiten addreffed you in 1774 
and 1779, upon the interefting 
fubject of the liberties of Ame- 
rica, begs leave to addrefs you 
again upon the important fub- 
ject of her government. 

It is impoffible to be happy 
without freedom: and it is 
equally impoffible to preferve 
freedom, without fuch confti- 
tutions and laws, as are adapt- 
ed to the eircumftances and 
habits of our country. 

The rights of mankind are 


fimple. They require no learn#. 


ing to unfold them. They are 
better fe/t; than explained. 
Hence, in matters that relate 
to liberty, the mechanic and 
the philofopher, the farmer 
and the fcholar, are all upon a 
footing. But the cafe is widely 
different with refpect to go- 
vernment. It is a complicated 
feience, and requires abilities 
and knowledge of a variety of 
other fubjects, to underftand 
it. Unfortunately, from the 
general prevalence of defpo- 
tifm, and the monopoly of 

ower ina few hands, mankind 
pet but few opportunities 
of profiting by the nate 
they 



































SER is 


ca oe pees 
RRO GR OR ROY Ni tem eam eo ame “ 
> AGS wate z 


cae eet 


















































































































49% . 
they have acquired by experi- 
ence in this fcience. The 
world, for the firft time, fawa 
number of freemen affembled 
in America, to compofe a fyf- 
tem of government for them- 
felves. It now beholds a fcene 
equally new and illuitrious--- 
a body of freemen affembled to 
correct the miftakes of this go- 
vernment. How different is 
the fituation of the citizens of 
America from the reft of man- 
kind! What would be the fate 
of the millions of our fellow- 
creatures in the kingdoms of 
Europe, fhould they affemble 
by voluntary affociation for 
this purpofe ? Or what would 
not the fubjects of Great Bri- 
tain, who complain of the de- 
fects or corruptions of their go- 
vernment, give for this inefti- 
mable privilege? Let this com- 
parifon kindle in our bofoms 


@ due fenfe of the value.of 


liberty : and let no pains 
be fpared in framing fuch a 
form of government as may 
preferve it for ever. 

i he prefent federal confti- 
tution was formed amidft the 
confufion of war, and in the 
infancy ofigur political know- 
ledge. It-ggs been found inef- 
fectual to fupport public cre- 
dit ; to obtain alliances ; to 
preferve treaties ; to enforce 
taxes 5 to prevent hoftilities 
with our neighbours, and in- 
furrections among our citizens, 
Hence, the name of an! Ame- 
rican, which, in thé-.year 
1782, was fo refpectable, in 
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every part of the globe, is now 
treated every where with ob- 
loquy and contempt. 

If the evils we have fuf. 
fered, and the infamy we have 
incurred, have not been fuffi- 
cient to induce us to alter our 
federal government, there is 
one argument which fhould 
poffefs an irrefiftable weight 
with us. Mankind infenfibly 
glide into a fiable govern- 
ment. The rich and the poor 
foon grow tired of anarchy, 
They prefer the order and 
tranquility of defpotifm, to 
popular licentioufnefs, and 
the oppreffion of law. Hence, 
the fuccefs of ufurpers in 
every age and country. It be- 
comes us, therefore, to prevent 
the introduction of that pow- 
er which is the offspring of 
force, by means of a regular 
conftitution, founded in a 
mutual compact between ru- 
lers and the people. There 
never was a republic of long 
duration in any country, 
whofe form was not mixed: 
but the mixture has, in mof 
cafes, unfortunately been the 
effect of accidents, or popular 
commotions. Hence, the in- 
equality of liberty in moft of 
them ; and hence, their cor- 
ruption and extinction in 
every part of the world. I fee 
no reafon why a republic, 
compofed of a legiflature pro- 
perly compounded and ba- 
anced, where reprefentation 
is equal, and elections annual, 
fhould not continue to be the 
vehicle 
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vehicle of liberty to the end 
of time. 

We have, therefore, my 
fellow-citizens, but this alter- 
native left: cither to form an 
efficient government for our- 
felves, fuited to our exigen- 
cies and interefts, or fubmit to 
have one impofed upon us 
by accident.or ufurpation. A 
bramble will have dominion 
over us, if we neglect any 
longer to choofe a vine or a 
fic-tree for that purpofe. The 
prefent relaxed ftate of govern- 
ment in America, is no com- 
mon temptation to ambition. 
A iederal Shays may be more 
fuccefsful than the Shays of 
Maffachufetts : or a body of 
men may arife, who may form 
themfelves into an order of 
hereditary nobility, and, by 
furprife or ftratagem, proftrate 
our liberties at their feet. 

This view of our fituation 
is, indeed, truly alarming. We 
are upon the brink of a preci- 
pice. Heavens! fhall the citi- 
zens of America, fhall the de- 
pofers of the power of George 
the third, and the conquerors 
of Britainin America, fubmit 
to receive law from a bold 
and fuccefsful demagogue, or 
a confederated body of ufurp- 
ers ? Shall the united ftates 


become a theatre, on which 
the crimes of the Cefars and 
Cromwells of paft ages are to 
be acted over again? Are the 
freemen of America to be 
fummed up in the account of 
univerfal flavery, and trans- 
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ferred, like cattle at an auc- 
4 


tion, to the higheft bidder? 
Are our fields to be feratched 
(for they will not then be cul- 
tivated) by the hands of 


flaves ? And is the product of 
our induitry, whether in arts 
or agriculture, to be torn from 
us by arbitrarv edicts, ifued 
from anewly-eftablifhed court 
of American defrors? Was it 
for this we drew the {word at 
Lexington, and fubmitted to, 
or rather embraced poverty, 
exile, imprifonment, flames, 
and death, in every ftage of 
the war? Was it for this we 
triumphed in the recovery of 
our Cities, and in the reduc- 
tion of the armies of Burgoyne 
and Cornwallis 2? Was it for 
this we exulted in the peace 
we extorted from Brirain in 
the year 1782? Ifit was, then 
virtue has fuffered, heroifm 
has bled, and heaven itfelf has 
bieffed us in vain. 

America has it in her pow- 
er to adopt a government 
which fhall fecure to her all 
the benefits of monarchy, 
without parting with any of 
the privileges of a republic. 
She may divide her legiflarure 
into two or three branches. 
She may unite perfect free- 
dom and wifdom together 5 
and may confer upon a fu- 
preme magiftrate fuch a por- 
tion of executive power, as 
will enable him to exhibit a 
reprefentation of majefty, fuch 
as never was {een before, for 
it will be the majefly of a ivee 
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434 
people. To preferve a fenfe 
of his obligation to every citi- 
zen of the republic, he may bz 
elected annually, and made 
cligible for feven years, or for 
life. 
he more we abridge the 
tates of their fovereignty, and 
concentre the fupreme power 
in an affembly of the feates, 
(for by this name let us call 
our federal government), the 
more fafety, liberty, and prof- 
perity will be enioyed by each 
of the ftates. 
The ambition of the 


oor, 
and the avarice of the ric 


de- 


magogue, can never be re- 
ftrained upon the narrow fcale 
of a ftate government. In an 
afembly of the ftates, they 
will check each other. In this 
extenfive refervoir of power, 


it will be impoffible for them 
to excite ftorms of fedition or 
oppreflion. Should even vir- 
tue be at any time wanting in 
it, ambition will oppofe am- 
bition ; and wealth prevent 
danger from wealth. Befides, 
when the eyes of the whole 
empire are directed to one fu- 
preme legiflature, its duties 
will be perfectly underftood, 
its conduct will be narrowly 
watched, and its laws will be 
obeyed with chearfulnefs and 
refpest. 

Let the ftates, who are jea- 
Jous of each others’ competi- 
tions and encroachments, whe- 
ther in commerce or territory, 
or who have fuffered under 
ariftocratic or democratic jun- 
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tos, come forward, and firft 
throw their fovereignty at the 
feet of the convention, Ir is 
there only that they can doom 
their difputes, their unjuf 
tender and commutation laws, 
their paper-money, their op- 
preffive taxes upon land, and 
their partial fyftems of finance, 
to deftruction. 

Let the public creditor, who 
lent his money to his country, 
and the foldier and citizen, 
who yielded their fervices, 
come forward next, and con- 
tribute their aid to eftablifh an 
effetive federal government. 
It is from the united power 
and refources of America only, 
that they can expect perma- 
nent and fubftantial juftice. 

Let the lovers of peace add 
their efforts to thofe that have 
been mentioned, in increafing 
the energy of a federal go- 
vernment. An affembly of the 
ftates, alone, by the terror of 
its power, and the fidelity of 
its engagements, can preferve 
a perpetual peace with the na- 
tions of Europe. 

Let the citizens of America, 
who inhabit the weftern coun- 
ties of our ftates, fly toa fede- 
ral power for peceettlall. The 
Indians know too well the 
dreadful confequences of con- 
federacy in arms, ever to dif- 
turb the peaceful husband- 
man, who is under the co- 
ver of the arfenals of thirteen 
ftates. 

Let the farmer, who groans 
beneath the weight of direct 

taxation, 
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taxation, feek relief from a go- 
vernment, whofe extenfive ju- 
rifdiction will enable it to ex- 
tract the refources of our coun- 
try by means of impofts and 
cuftoms. 

Let the merchant, who com- 
plains of the reftrictions and 
exclufions impofed upon his 
veflels by foreign nations, u- 
nite his influence in eftablith- 
_ ing a power that fhall retaliate 
thofe injuries, and infure him 
fuccefs in his honeft purfuits, 
by a general fyftem of commer- 
cial regulations. 

Let the manufacturer and 
mechanic, whoare every where 
languifhing for want of em- 
ployment, direct their eyes to 
an affembly of the ftates. It 
will be in their power only to 
encourage fuch arts and manu- 
factures as are effential to the 
profperity of our country. 

To beget confidence in, and 
an attachment to, a new fede- 
ral government, let us attend 
to the characters of the men 
who are met to form it. 

Many of them were mem- 
bers of the firft congrefs, that 
fat in Philadelphia in the year 
1774. 

Many of them were part of 
that band of patriots, who, 
in contempt of threatening 
halters, figned the declaration 
of independence on the fourth 
ot July, 1776. 

Many of them were diftin- 
guithed in the field: and fome 


493 
of them bear marks of the 
wounds they received in our 
late conteft for liberty. 

Perhaps no age or country 
ever faw more wifdom, patri- 
otifm, and probity, united ina 
fingle affembly, than we now 
behold in a convention of the 
ftates. 

Who can read or hear, that 
the immortal WASHING- 
TON has again quitted his be- 
loved retirement, and obeyed 
the voice of God and his coun- 
try, by accepting the chair of 
this illuftrious body of patriots 
and heroes, and doubt of the 
fafety and bleflings of the go- 
vernment we are to receive 
from their hands? 

Or who can hear of Franklin, 
Dickinfon, Rutledge, Morris, 
Livingfton, Randolph, Shear- 
man, Gerry, Miffiin, Clymer, 
Pinckney, Read, and many o- 
thers that might be mentioned, 
whofe names are fynonimous 
with liberty and fame, and not 
long to receive from them the 
precious ark that is to preferve 
and tranfmit to pofterity, the 
freedom of America? 

Underthe prefent weak, ii- 
perfect, and diftracted govern- 
ment of conerefs, anarchy, po- 
verty, infamy, and flavery, 
await the united ftates. 

Under fuch a government, 
as will probably be formed by 
the prefent convention, Ame- 
rica may yet enjoy peacc, 
fafety, liberty, and glory. 

HARRINGTON. 
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49° An Enguiry int 


An Enguu ry into the Princi- 
ples on which a Commercial 
Syftem fort! 1e United States 

of Americ. fhould be found- 
cd ; to which are added 
fome Political Obfervations 
connecled with the Subjeét. 


Read before re Society for 
Political Enquiries, conve- 
ned at the houfe of his Ex- 
Z. lency Benjamin Frank- 
lin, E fi. in Philadelphia, 
May 11th, 1787. 

Inferibed to the honourable 
the members of the conven- 
tion met at Philadelphia for 
federal purpofes. 


(Written by T. C. Efq.) 
are In every coun- 
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| trv certain important cri- 


fes, when exertion or neglect 
mui produce confequences of 
the ucmoft moment, The pe- 
riod, at which the inhabitants 
of thefe flates have now ar- 
rived, will be admitted, by 
every attentive and ferious 
mind, to be clearly of this 
defcription. Our money ab- 
forbed by a wanton confump- 
tion of imported luxuries---a 
fluctuating paper-medium fub- 
flituting in its ftead--foreign 
commerce extremely circum- 
fcrib asitbhgeae a federal 20- 
vernment, not only ineffective 
but disiointedo--tell us indeed 
too plainly, that further ne¢li- 
gence may ruin us for ever. 
Impreffed with this view of 
our affairs, the writer of the 
following pages has ventured 
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o the Principles 
to intrude upon the public: 
but as neither his time nor op- 
portunities will permit him to 
treat of all the great abjects, 
which excite his apprehen- 
fions, or engage his wifhes, he 
means, principally, to confine 
himfelf to that part of them, 
which have been moft fub- 

jected to his obfervations and 


enauiries. 
Juft opinions, on cart gene- 
ral affairs, muft necelf: arily pre- 


cede fich a wift fyftem of 
commercial regulations, as 
will extend our trade to the 
ereateft length to which it can 
be carned, without affecting 
unfavourably our ether weich- 
tyimeterefts. It may, thereiore, 
be ufeful, in the‘firft place, to 
take a comparative view of the 
two moft important objects 
the-united ftates, our apricu!- 

ture-and commerce. 

fIna country bleft with a fer- 
tile foil, and a climate admirt- 
ting fteady labour, where the 
cheapnefs of land tempts the 
European from his home, and 
the manufacturer from his 
trade, we are led, by a few 
moments of reflexion, to fix 
on agriculture as the great lea- 
ding intereft. From this we 
fhall ind moft of our advanta- 
pes refulc, fo far as they arife 
from the nature of our airs, 
and where they are not rrocu- 
ced by the coercion of laws--- 
the fitheries are the princiral 
exception. In order to makes 
true eftimate of the magnitude 
of agriculture, we muft remem 
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Ber, that it is encouraged by 
few or no duties on the impor- 
tation of rival produce ; that it 
furnithes outward cargoes not 
only for all our own fhips, but 
thofe alfo which foreign nati- 
ons fend to our ports; or, in 
other words, that it pays for all 
our importations * ; chat it fup- 
plies a part of the ran oe of 
our people, and the food of 
them and their cattle ; that 
what is confumed at home, in- 
cluding the materials for ma- 
nufatturing, is four or five 
times the value of what is ex- 
ported ; that the number of 
people, employed in agricul- 
turc, is at leaft nine parts in 
ten of the inhabitants of Ame- 
rica; that, therefore, the plan- 
ters and farmers form the 
body of the militia, the bul- 
wark of the nation; that the 
value of property, occupied by 
acriculture, is manifold preat- 
er than thatof the property 
employed in every other way ; 
that the fetrlement of our wafte 
lands, &nd fubdividing our im- 
proved farms, is every year in- 
creafing the pre-eminence of 
the agricultural intereft ; that 
the refources we derive from 
it, are at.all times certain and 
indifpenfibly neceffary ; and, 
laftly, that the rural life pro- 
motes health and morality, by 


» 


" An exception, in favour 
of the fitheries, muft be made 
here: but it will not amount 
to ive per cent. on all our ex- 
ports. 
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its active nature, and by keep- 
ing our people from the lux- 
uries and vices of the towns. 
In thort, agriculture appears 
to be the fpring of our com- 
merce, and the parent of our 
manutactures. 

The commerce of America, 
including our exports, im- 
ports, thipping, manufactures, 
and fitheries, may be properly 
confidered as forming one in- 
tereft. So uninformed or mif- 
taken have many of us been, 
that it has been ftated as the 
great object: and I tear it is 
yet believed to be the moft 
important intereft of New 
England. But, from the beft 
calculations I have been able 
to make, I cannot raife the 
proportion of property, or 
the number of men employed 
in manufactures, fitheries, na- 
vigation, and trade, to one- 
eighth of the property and peo- 
ple on oom by agriculture, 
even in that commercial quar- 
ter of the union. In makita 
this eftimate, I have deducted 
fomething from the value and 
population of the large towns, 
for the idle and diffipaced, for 
thofe who live upon their in- 
comes, and for fupernumetary 
domeftic fervants. Burt the dif- 
ge is much preater ta- 

ing the union at large; for fe- 
veral of the flares have little 
commerce, and no manutac- 
tures : others have rio com- 
merce, and fearcely manufac- 
ture any thine. The timber, 


iron, cordage, and many orher 
. rticles 
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articles neceflary for building 
fhips to fifh or trade~---nine 
parts in ten of their cargoes—- 
the fubfiftence of the manufac- 
turers, and much of their raw 
materials, are the produce of 
out lands. In almoft all the 
countries of Europe, the moft 
judicious writers have confi- 
dered commerce as the hand- 
maid of agriculture: this, if juft 
there, with us muit be unquef- 
tionable. In America, we as 
few manulaciories to throw in- 
to the feale againft the landed 
intereft. We have in our lands 
full employment for our pre- 
fent inhabitants: and, inftead 
of fending colonies to newly- 
difcovered iflands, we have ad- 
joining townfhips and coun- 
ties, whofe vacant fields await 
the future increafe of our peo- 
ple. 

If a comparative view of the 
importance of our various inte- 
ref{ts fhould terminate in a de- 
cided and great fuperiority of 
agriculture over all the reft 
combined---if emigration and 
natural increafe are daily add- 
ing to the number of our plan- 
ters and farmers---if the ftates 
are poffeffed of millions of va- 
cant acres, that ceurt the cul- 
tivator’s hand---if the fettle- 
ment of thefe immenfe tracts 
will greatly and fteadily in- 
creafe the objects of taxation, 
the refources, the powers of 
the country--if they will prove 
an inherent treafure, of which 
neithes folly mor chance can 





deprive us, let us be catefut 
to do nothing that can inter 
rupt this happy progrefs of our 
affairs. Should we, froma mif- 
conception of our true inte. 
re{ts, or from any other caufe, 
form a fyftem of commercial 
regulations, prejudicial to this 
great mafs of property, and to 
this great body of the people, 
we muft injure our country du- 
ring the continuance of the er- 
ror, and muft finally return, 
under the difadvantages of fur 
ther changes, to that plan, 
which it muft be our fincere 
defire, as it is our ferious duty, 
at this time.to devife. 

While I: feel ate abfolute 
conviction, that our true in- 
terefts fhould reftrain us from 
burdening or impeding agri- 
culture, in any way whatever, 
I am. not only ready to admit, 
but muft beg leave to urge, 
that found poliey requires our 
giving every encouragement to 
commerce and its connexions, 
which may be found confift- 
ent with a due regard # agri- 
culture. 

The communication _ be- 
tween the different ports of e- 
very nation is a bufinefs entire- 
ly in their power---The policy 
of moft countries has been to 
fecure this domeftic navigation 
to their own people. The ex- 
tenfive coafts, the immenfe 
bays, and numerous rivers of 
the united ftates, have already 
made this an important ob- 
ject, and it muft increafe with 
our 
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our population *. As the pla- 
ces, at which the cargoes of 
coafting veffels are delivered, 
muft be fupplied with Ame- 
rican produce from fome part 
of the sunion, and as the 
merchant can always have 
American bottoms to tranfport 
the goods of the producing 
ftate to the ftate confuming 
them, no interruption to the 
market of the planters and 
farmers can be apprehended 
from prohibiting tranfporta- 
tion in foreign bottoms, from 
port to port, within the united 
ftates. A fingle exception may, 
perhaps, be proper, permitting 
foreign veffels to carry from 
port to port, for the purpofe 
of finifhing their fales, any 
goods that fhall be part of the 
cargoes they brought into the 
union, from the laft foreign 
place at which they loaded. 
The fleets of colliers on the 
Britifh coaft evince the poffible 
benefits of fuch a regulation. 
The confumption of | fifh, 
oil, whalebone, and other ar- 
ticles obtained through the 
fifheries, in the towns and 
counties that are convenient 
to navigation, has become 
much greater than is generally 


* The coafting veffels, en- 
tered at the cuftom-houfe of 
Philadelphia, in the year 1785, 
were five hundred and fixty- 
feven fail. All the other en- 
tries of fea-veffe!s, in the fame 
year, were five hundred and 
one. 


fuppofed. I am informed, that 
no lefs than five thoufand bar- 
rels of mackarel, falmon, and 
pickled codfith, are vended in 
the city of Philade!phia an- 
nually ; add to them the dried 
fifh, oil, fpermaccti-candles, 
whalebone, &c. and it will be 
found a little fleet of floops 
and f{chooners are employed in 
the bufinefs. The demand for 
the ufe of the inhabitants of 
thofe parts of the union, to 
which thefe fu plies can be 
carried, is already confider- 
able : and the increafe of our 
towns and manufactures will 
render it more fo every year. 
In the prefent ftate of our na- 
vigation, we can be in no 
doubt of procuring thefe fup- 
plies by means of our own 
veffels. The country that in- 
terferes moft with us at our 
own market, is Nova Scotia, 
which alfo, I am informed, 
has had fome emigrants from 
our fifhing towns, fince the 
decline of their bufinefs. Such 
encouragement to this valua- 
ble branch of commerce, as 
would fecure the benefits of 
it to our own people, without 
injuring our other effential in- 
terefts, is certainly worth at- 
tention. The convention will 
probably find, on confidera- 
tion of this point, that a duty 
on, or prohibition of, foreign 
articles, fuch as our own fith- 
eries fupply, will be fafe and 

expedient. 
The article in the Britifh 
trade-laws, which confines the 
importation 
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importation of foreign goods 
to the veffels of the country 
producing them, and thofe of 
their own citizens, appears a 

plicable to our fituation. By 
means of thofe two flags, we 
fhould be certain of the ne- 
ceffary importations: and we 
fhould throw out of each de- 
partment of the carrying trade, 
every competitor, except the 
fhips of the nation by which 
the goods were raifed or ma- 
nufactured. All trade with fe- 
veral countries, fuch as China 
and India, whofe veffels fel- 
dom or never make foreign 
voyages, would be fecured in 
our own hands, It will be 
found, that an application of 
this regulation in practice, 
will be attended with no 
difficulties or inconvenien- 
cies: and, befides the im- 
mediate benefits already men- 
tioned, our merchants will be 
Jed directly to the original 
market, for the fupplies, of 
which we ftand in need, In- 
ftead of purchafing the goods 
of Ruffia, or the Eaft Indies, 
in England, France, or Hol- 
land, aur own fhips will fail 
directly to the fountain, from 
whence they have flowed to 
us, through foreign channels, 
The credits, given us in Eu- 
rope, after the peace, kept us 
in the practice of poing toa 
very few places for all our 
importations. But they have 
trufted us, in many hy hig 
at a dear rate indeed: and, 
however ufeful credit may be 
ag a fupplement to our means 


of trade in this young coun- 
try, it is very certain that we 
fhould firft lay out to the bef 
advantage our funds in hand, 
Thefe are the principal en, 
couragements to foreign com- 
merce, which occur to me at 
prefent, as proper to form 
a part of a permanent fyftem 
forthe united ftates. Regula- 
tions for temporary purpofes, 
fuch as reftrictions and prohi- 
bitions affecting particular ne- 
tions, I do not mean to fpeak 
of here. I muft, however, ob- 
ferve, that they fliould be 
adopted with great prudence 
and deliberation, as they may 
affect us very unfavourably, 
if they fhould be tried in vain, 
In taking meafures to pro- 
mote manufactures, we mutt 
be careful that the injuries to 
the general interefts of com- 
merce, do not exceed the ad- 
vantages refulting from them. 
The circumftances of the coun- 
try, as they relate to this ob- 
ject, fhould be difpaffionate- 
ly and thoroughly examined, 
Though it is confeffed, that 
the united ftates have full em- 
ployment for all their citizens, 
in the extenfive field of agri- 
culture, yet as we have a valu- 
able body of manufacturers al- 
ready here, as many more will 
probably emigrate from Eu- 
rope, who will chufe to conti- 
nue at their trades, and as we 
have fome citizens fo poor as 
not to be able to effect a little 
fettlement on our wafte lands, 
there is areal neceflity for fome 
wholefome 
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wholefome general regulations 
on this head. By taking care 
not to force manufactures in 
thofe ftates, where the people 
are fewer, tillage much more 
profitable, and provifions dear- 
er than in feveral others, we 
fhall give agriculture its full 
{cope in the former, and leave 
all the benefits of manufactu- 
ring, fo far as they are within 


our reach, tothe latter. South- 


Carolina, for inftance, muft 
manufacture to an evident 
lofs: while the advancement of 
that bufinefs in Maffachufetts 
will give the means of fubfif- 
tence to many, whofe occupa- 
tions have been rendered un- 
profitable by the confequen- 
ces of the revolution. A liberal 
policy on this fubject fhould 
be adopted: and the produce 
of the fouthern ftates fhould be 
exchanged for fuch manufac- 
tures as can be made by the 
northern, free from impo/e. 
Another inducement to fome 
falutary regulations on this 
fubje&t, will be fuggefted 
by confidering fome of our 
means of conducting manufac- 
tures. Unlefs bufinefs of this 
kind is carried on, certain great 
natural powers of the country 
will remain inactive and ufe- 
lefs. Qur numerous mill feats, 
for example, by which flour, 
oil, paper, fnuff, gunpow- 
der, ironwork, woolen cloths, 
boards and fcantline, and 
fome other articles, are pre- 
pared or perfected, would be 
given by providence in vain. 
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If properly improved, they will 
fave us an immenfe expence 
for the wages, provifions, 
clothing, and lodging of 
workmen, without diverting 
the people from their farms. 
Fire, as well as water, affords, 
if I may fo fpeak, a fund of 
affiftance, that cannot lie un- 
ufed, without an evident ne- 
glect of our beft interefts. 
Breweries, which we cannot 
eftimate too highly, diftilleries, 
fugar-houfes, potteries, caift- 
ingand fteel-furnaces, and fe- 
veral other works, are carried 
on by this powerful clement, 
and attended with the fame 
favings, that were particula- 
rifed in {peaking of water- 
machines. It is probable, alfo, 
that a frequent ufe of fteam- 
engines will add greatly to this 
clafs of factories. In fome 
cafes, where fire and water are 
not employed, horfes are made 
to ferve the purpofe, as well, 
and on much lower terms, 
than men. The cheapnefs and 
the eafy increafe of thefe fer- 
viceable animals, infure us this 
aid to any extent that occa- 
fion may require, which, how- 
ever, is not likely to be very 
great. — 

The encouragement to agri- 
culture, afforded by fome ma- 
nufadctories, is a reafon of fo- 
lid weight in favour of pufh- 
ing them with induftry and 
fpirit. Malt-liguors, if gene- 
rally ufed, linfced-oil, ftarch, 
(and, were they not a poifon 

to cur morals and conftitu- 


tions 





594 
tions, I might add corn-fpirits) 
would require more grain to 
make them, than has been ex- 
ported in any year fince the 
revolution---[ cannot omit 
to obferve here, that beer 
ftrengthens the arm of the 
labourer, without debauching 
him, while the noxious drink 
now ufed, enervates and cor- 
rupts him---The workers in 
feather, too, of every kind, in 
flax and hemp, in iron, wood, 
ftone, and clay, in furs, horn, 
and many other articles, em- 
ploy either the fpontaneous 
productions of the earth, or 
the fruits of cultivation, 

If we are convinced, by 
thefe confiderations, that re- 
gular factories of many kinds 
fhould be promoted in the 
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moft fuitable parts of the 
union, let us next confider, 
whether the encouragements 
now held out tothem, are both 
fufficient and proper. The 
neareft rivals of our manufac- 
turers, are thofe of Europe, 
who are fubjected to the a 
lowing charges in a an 
their goods into our market: 
the merchant’s commiffien for 
fhipping, and the fame for fel- 
ling, coft of packages, cuftom- 
houfe-papers in Europe, and 
the fame with a duty of five 
per cent. here, porterages, 
freight, infurance, damage, 
intereft of money, wafte, and 
lofs on exchange. Thefe may 
be rated at twenty-five per 
cent. on the leaft bulky of our 
manufactures *, Here isa ~ 

ic 


* We have no manufacture more compact than a piece of 


ward-wide linen, equal to what cofts fifteen pence fterling in 
> ] © 


Europe. The following minute calculation will fhew the 
charges, under which a package of one hundred pounds fter 
ling value of that article can be imported: 


64 pieces of linen, of 25 yards each, will be 


Currrency 


1600 yards, which, at 15d. amount to rool. . 8G 


flerling, 


Outward entry, debenture, certificate, and 


166 13 © 


fearcher’s fees, porterage, wharfage, bill of lad- 
ing, in Europeare 1§s. fterling, or, in currency, 

Infurance to covér charges, commiffion for 
effeting and part policy, 31. 3s. fterling, or, 


in currency, 


5°45 
Cot of cafe, ropes, and packing, 19s. fterl. eee 
Once year’s intereft on firft coft, and European 
iJ . 
Tharges on the gouds, 51. 5s. fterling, 8 15 


183 3 4 


Carried over 
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lid premium, operating like a 
bounty, while it happily cofts 
the confumer nothing : for the 
charges of importation are un- 
avoidable ; and the duty, be- 
ing merely for the purpofe of 
revenue, is applied to pay the 
public debts and expences, of 
which he owes his proportion. 
This encouragement can only 
be increafed by exempting 
‘raw materials from duty, which 
may be very fafe and proper, 
and by additional duties and 
prohibitions, which would in- 
duce the lofs of the revenue, 
and an injury to morals from 
{muggling ; and would throw 


Brought over, 


Duty on value of goods in America, eftimated 


fOF 
upon the other members of 
the commercial. intereft, and 
the cultivators and improvers 
of our lands, an unneceflary 
burden. The manufacturers 
are a juft and fenfible body of 
men, and love their country. 
I feel a perfect confidence, 
therefore, that when they fee 
a fubftantial advantage. of 
twenty-five per cent. in favour 
of their goods, which cannot 
be taken from them, they wilf 
defire that government fhould 
efrain from further duties and 
prohibitions. This eftimate 
being made upon the fineft of 
our manufactures, it is evident 


Currency. 
183 3 4 


at r6ol. currency for rool. fterling coft, at 5 per 


eent. 


Commiffion on pring 1831. 3s. 4d. in Eu- 


fope, at two and a ha 


f per cent. 


Part cuftom-houfe-bond, permit, and primage, 
Commiffion on the fales and remitting, fup- 
pofing the goods to fell for 21ol. currency, per 
rool. fterling coft, at feven and a half per cent. = 6s 
Freight of 13 1-3 feet, at 1s. 3d. fterl.perfoot, 4 7 
I 


Porterage, 


Deduct the firft coft as above, 


251. 2s. rd. fterling (being the charges) is equal to 





208 10 


166 13 


wee ee eee 


41 16 10 


In this calculation, waite, which of fome articles is great, 
damages below five per cent. which the underwriters do net 
Pay, injuries not within the rifque infured, difference of ex- 
change, now fix per cent. above par, and other lofies on remit- 
ting, poftage of letters, and bad debts on fales at a long credit, 
as well as the profit of the importer, are not taken notice ol, 
though feveral of them really occur in every importation. 
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that the more bulky and 
weighty would fhew the ad- 
vantages of our own workmen 
in a yet ftronger light. 

The clear air, and powerful 
fun of America, are other ad- 
vantages our manufacturers 
enjoy. When the linen and 
cotton branches fhall become 
confiderable, a great faving of 
time and money will be made 
by the climate : and, where 
bleaching is effected princi- 
pally by the fun and water, 
the quality of the cloth is 
known to be more excellent. 
The European procefs, by 
drugs and machines, impairs 
the ftrength. Ireland, I con- 
fefs, with a climate very dif- 


ferent from ours, is remarkable - 


for the quality of its linens: 
but they do not equal the Ame- 
tican homefpun in ‘ftrength. 
In confirmation of the above 
opinion, it may be mentioned, 
that there was a plan formed 
before the revolution, by a 
number of Englith merchants, 
of eftablifhing a company with 
a large capital, to import the 
brown linens of Europe to be 
bleached here for the fupply 
of our markets. 

In this country, the con- 
fumer’s money follows the de- 
livery of the manufacture : 
therefore lefs capital is re- 
quired. In every part of Eu- 
rope, extenfive credits are 
given upon their goods : for, 
though fome nations have not 
got into the habit of trufting 
ws, their own merchants are 


known to buy on eafy term$ 
of payment. France is, pera 
haps, as little accuftomed to 
give thefe indulgencies as any 
other great country in Eu- 
rope: yet nothing is paid for 
there in lefs than two months: 
and the credits are extended 
from that time to twelve 
months, according to the arti- 
cle. At the expiration of the 
time, an accepted bill, at fixty 
days, is confidered as prompt 
payment : fo that the a¢tual 
term of credit is from four 
months to fourteen. 

To thefe might be added 
feveral other. little advantages, 
the joint benefits of which 
are fenfibly fele: but I truft 
enough has been faid, to fatisty 
the juft and patrictic rind, 
tho’ concerned in the bufinefs, 
that a further addition of du- 
ties would not promote the 
general interefts of the coun- 
try. I muft here beg leave, 
however, ftrenuoufly to recom- 
mend, that every duty on A- 
merican produce or manufaca 
tures,iinepoliticly and unkindly 
impofed by the laws of feveral 
of the ftates, fhould be taken 
off, and that the juftice and 
found policy of the alteration 
fhould be declared and admit- 
ted in fome public inftrument: 
and as fhips may be very pro- 
perly confidered as the greate 
eft article we make, the ton- 
nage on our own bottoms 
fhould be equalized through- 
out the union : and the extra 
duties, on goods imported in 
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¢veffels not belonging to the 
ftate in which they are landed, 
fhould be done away. Com- 
plaints againft the trade-laws 
of foreign nations, come not 
confiftently from thofe who 
lay fimilar burdens on their 
fifter-ftates. 

A further encouragement to 
manufactures will refult trom 
improvements and difcoveries 
in agriculture. There are many 
faw materials, that could be 
produced in this country on a 
Jarge {cale, which have hither- 
to been very confined. Cot- 
ton, for many years belore the 
revolutior, was not worth 
more than nine pence fterling 
in the Weft India iflands. The 
perfection of the factories in 
Europe has raifed it to fuch a 
pitch, that, befides the prohi- 
bition againft fhipping it from 
the colonies to any foreign 

port, the price has rifen fifty 
percent. The confumers in 
Pennfylvania have paid near 
two fhillings for the importa- 
tion of the prefent year. This 
article muft be worth the 
attention of the fouthern 
planters. 

‘ Ifthe facts and obfervations 
in the preceding part of this 
paper, be admitted to be true 
and juft, and if we take into 

™ confideration with them the 
acknowledged fuperiority of 
foreign commerce and the 
fitheries, over our manufac- 
tories, we may come to the 
following conclufions : that 
the united ftates of America 
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cannot make a proper uf? of 
the natura! edvantages of the 
country, nompromote her agri- 
culture, and her leffer inte- 
refts, without manufactures ¢ 
that they cannot enjoy the 
attainable benefits of com- 
merce and the fifheries, with- 
out fome general reftrictions 
and prohibitions affe‘ting to- 
reign nations; that in torm- 
ing thefe reftrictions and pro- 
hibitions, as ‘well as in efta- 
blifhing manufactures, there 
is occafion for great delibera- 
tion and wifdom, that nothing 
may be introduced, which can 
interfere with the fale of our 
produce, or with the fettles 
ment and improvement of our 
watte lands 

Among the political confi- 
derations, which muft nccef- 
farily be admitted in treating 
of this fubject, the force, that 
may be required for dur pro- 
tection, is not to be forgotten. 
It is certainly the greateft that 
attends it. America, we may af- 
fume, can have no inducement 
to engage in European wars. 
From our local fituation, we 
may kecp ourfelves long dif- 
engaged trom them. The prin- 
cipal European nations would 
find us an unnrofitable and 
troubl<efome enemy. The trade 
of France, Great Britain, Hcl- 
and, and Portugal, which 
paffes by our coafts, is-a fe- 
curity againft their hoftilities. 
A war among them, in which 
we fhould take no. part, would 
be more teneficial to our 
Db farmers, 
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farmers, merchants, and ma- 
nufacturers, than all the ad- 
vantages we could obtain, if 
engaged in it ourfelves. Our 
fhips would carry for them, or 
inftead of theirs : and our 
lands and manufactories would 
furnifh the fupplies of their 
fleets and iflands in the Weft- 
Indies. To counterbalance 
thefe advantages, and ‘to 
pay the expences of a war, 
would require captures rich 
and numerous indeed: but 
what could compenfate us for 
the drain of peafantry, and the 
loft opportunity of cultivating 
commerce, and the arts of 
peace? A war merely offenfive 
cannot be apprehended. The 


fortune of the Britifh arms. 


againft America, undifciplined 
and divided, will inftruct our 
enemies to beware of invafions 
after the military leffons taken 
from that long and ferious 
conteft? Having no foreign 
colonies, whofe fituation and 
weaknefs would fubject them 
to their attacks, and having all 
our refources at hand to de- 
fend our own coafts, and cut 
up their trade in its paflage by 
our doors, no European power 
will be inclined to infult or 
moleft us. Should any of 
them be fo infenfible to their 
own interefts, as to depart 
from the policy, which evi- 
dently ought to govern them, 
America, by acting in con- 
cert with the moft powerful 
enemy of fuch hoftile country, 
auft commence a war, which, 
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however inconvenient and dif- 
agreeable to us, would be ru- 
inous to their Weft India 
trade, and fatal to their colo- 
nies. We are not deftitute of 
refources and powers to injure 
them, or defend ourfelves, 
Our inland navigation, coaft- 
ing trade, and fifheries, and 
the portion of foreign com- 
merce we muft inevitably en- 
yoy, are no inconfiderable nur- 
feries for feamen. Good naval 
officers we fhould not want. 
They have never been fearce : 
and one happy effect ‘of the 
revolution has certainly been 
to raife the reputation of the 
marine life,.and to increafe 
the talents and refpectability 
of its followers.. Foreign fea- 
men, too, would find great 
temptation. to enter on board 
our privateers, and fhips of 
war; and might be hired in 
any numbers we could pay. 
The increafe of the ftrength 
and riches of the country, by 
filling wp our vacant lands, is 
the infallible method by which 
the neceffary means may be 
acquired. 

It will not be amifs to draw 
a picture of our country, as it 
would really exift under the 
operation of a fyftem of na- 
tional laws, formed upon thefe 
principles. While we indulge 
ourfelves in the contemplation 
of a fubject at once fo inte- 
refting and dear, let us confine 
a den to fubftantial fads, 


and avoid thofe pleafing delu- 
fions, into which the fpirits 
men 
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and feelings of our country- 
men have too long mifled them. 

Inthe foreground, we fhould 
find the mals of our citizens 
the cultivators and (what is, 
happily for us, in moft inftan- 
ces the fame thing) the inde- 

endent proprietors of the 
Foil Every wheel would ap- 
pear in motion, that could 
carry forward the inteiefts of 
this great body of our people, 
and bring into action the in- 
herent powers of the country. 
A portion of the produce of 
our lands would be confumed 
in the families, or employed 
in the bufinefs of our manu- 
facturers: a further portion 
would be applied in the fufte- 
nance of our merchants and 
fifhermen, and their numerous 
afiftants : and the remainder 


would be tranfported by thofe 
who could carry it at the low- 
eft freight (that is, with the 
fmalleft deduction from the 
aggregate profits of the bu- 
finefs of the country) to the 
beft — markets. On one 


fide, we fhould fee our manu- 
facturers encouraging the til- 
lers of the earth by the con- 
fumption and employment of 
the Fruits of their labours, and 
fupplying them and the reft 
of their fellow citizens with 
the inftruments of their occu- 
pations, and the neceffaries 


}and conveniencies of life, in 


every inftance where it could 
be done without injurioufly 
and unneceffarily increafing 
the diftrefs of commerce, the 


labours of the husbandmen, 
and the difficulties of chang- 
ing our native wilds into 
fcenes of cultivation and plen- 
ty. Commerce, on the other 
hand, attentive to the general 
interefts, would come forward 
with offers to range through 
foreign climates in fearch of 
thofe fupplics, which the ma- 
nufafturers could not furnith 
but at too high a price, or 
which nature has not given us 
at home, in return for the fur- 
plus of thofe ftores, which had 
been drawn from the ocean, 
or produced by the earth. 

On a review of the preced- 
ing facts and obfervations, 
there appears to me reafon to 
believe, that the neceffary 
meafures might be taken to 
render our farms profitable, 
and to improve our new lands, 
and that our manufactures, 
fifheries, navigation and trade, 
would ftill-be confiderable. 
The long voyage by which 
all interfering foreign articlee 
muft be brought to thefe mar- 
kets, and the inevitable necef- 
fity for a revenue, give us, as 
hath been demonftrated, a vir- 
tual bounty of twenty-five 
per cent. in favour of our own 
commodities, and this in the 
leaft favourable inftances.-~ 
When returning ceconomy, 
and the fall of rents and pro 
vifions, fhall have reduced the 
expences of living---when our 
increafing farms fhall have 
poured in their addition of 
raw materials, and we fhall 

have 
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have felt the fhortnefs of im- 
portation, produced by the 
fuffering of our credit abroad, 
and by the check which has 
been given to foreign adven- 
turers in our trade, this dii- 
ference of twenty-five per 
cent. will have a fenfible ef- 
fect. Being rated on the whole 
value of the article, that is, as 
well on the raw materials, as 
the labour, it is, in fact, fiity 
per cent. on the labour in all 
cafes where the workmanthip 
is half the value of the manu- 
factured goods ; and fo in pro- 
portion where it is more. Beer, 
diftilled liquors, pot-afh, gun- 
pa cordage, loat-fugar, 


anging, writing, and print- 
ing paper, f{uff, tobacco, 
ftare, anchors, nail-rods, and 
many. other articles of iron, 


bricks, tiles, potters’ ware, 
mill-ftones, and other ftone- 
work, cabinet-work, corn-ians, 
Windfor - chairs, carriages, 
faddlerv, fhoes, boots, wear- 
ing arpare!, coarfe linens, 
hats, a few coarfe woolen ar- 
ticles, linfeed-oil, wares of 
gold, filver, pewter, lead, tin, 
and copper, fome braziery, 
wool-cards, worms and ftills, 
and feveral other articles, may 
be confidered as eftablifhed. 
Thefe are tending to greater 
perfeclion, and will foon be 
fold fo cheap as to throw fo- 
reig2 goods of the fume kind 
entirely out of the marker. 
Many of the fame circum- 
ftances, that favour the manu- 
faXurer, will render the fith- 
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eries. more profitable : and, 
from the cheapnefs of veffels, 
they will be carried on at lefs 
expence than in the few laf 
years, The American market, 
where the confumption (with 
population) is increafing faft, 
may be entirely fecured to 
them. Our manufactories and 
towns will annually make Jar- 
ger demands for candles, oil, 
whalebone, and pickled fith: 
and it may be policy, in cities 
where meat is yet fo dear, to 
introduce the confumption of 
the dried cod. The Danith 
and French iflands, and the 
free ports in the Weft Indies, 
receive fome of the produce 
f the fitheries : France is likes 


_ly to take off a. confiderable 


quantity, as alfo are the Spa- 
niards, Portuguefe, and. Ita- 
lians : and the Englifh will 
always want certain articles 
for their manufactories, tho’ 
not to any great amount. New 
England, the feat of the fifh- 
eries, has the great advantage 
of being the cheapeft and moft 
populous part of America, 
Its inhabitants are healthy, 
active, and intelligent, and 
can be frugal: wherefore Iam 
very much difpofed to believe, 
that many factories will, in 
the courfe of a very few years, 

revive their declining towns. 
The commercial citizens of 
America have, ior fome time, 
felt the deepeft diftrefs. A- 
mong the principal caufes of 
their unhappy fituation were 
the inconfiderate fpirit of ad- 
venture 
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venture to this country, which 

ervaded every kingdom in 
ab znd the prodigious 
credits from thence given to 
our merchants. To thefe may 
be added, the high fpirits and 
golden dreams that naturally 
foliowed uch a war, clofed 
with fo much honour and fuc- 
cefs. Triumphant over a great 
enemy, courted by the moft 
poweriul nations in the world, 
it was not in human nature 
that America fhould imme- 
diately comprehend her new 


fituation. Really poffeffed of 


the means of future greatnefs, 

fhe anticipated the moft dil- 
tant benefits of the revolution, 
and confidered them as already 
in her hands. She formed the 


higheft expeciations, many of 


which, however, ferious expe- 
rience has taught her to re- 
linguifh, and now that the 
thoughtlefs adventures and im- 
prudent credits from foreign 
countries take place no more,* 
and time has been given for 
cool reflexion, fhe will fee her 
true fituation, and need not 
be difcouaged. 

Our future trade may com- 
prehend the fifheries, with the 
exclufive benefit of our own 
markets, as hath been already 
obferved. The cozfting trade 
will be entirely fecured to us. 
The right of bringing the 


* 


An application of the 
foregoing obfervations to the 
commercial fubjeci, can only 
be admiffible into this cflay. 


commodities of foreign coun- 
tries, mav be divided with the 
fhips of the nation from which 
they come: or, in thofe cafes 
where they have. no native 
fhips, the carrying trade may 
be our own. The revolution 
has — fome new branch- 
es of valuable commerce. The 
intercourfe with France was 
next to none before the war, 
and with Ruffia, China, and 
India not thoucht of. ‘ ith 
activity and ftrict coconomy, 
we may pay Eurore with ‘folee 
of the produce of India, for a 
part of the geods with which 
ihe fupplies us: and, if we do 
not over-refulate trade, we 
may be an entrep ot of ar in 
commodities for her Weft 
India and South eibenias nco- 
lonies. Befides thefe objecis, 
all the manufadi “Te coun- 
tries, and many free ports, 
will be open to us : : and we 
may adventure in foreign fhips 
to a confiderable ext: nt tho’ 
it would be more defirable to 
employ our own. As the pro- 
pofed regulations would com- 
pel the Britifh or Dutch mer- 
chants to import into the uni- 
ted flates a rartof the procuce 
of France and Spain in Ame- 
rican bottoms, fo may ours 
ferve the general interefis of 
their country, by fending to- 
bacco to Sweden, or flour, 
rice, and live ftock to the Bri- 
tith colonies, in the veffels of 
the refpective nations 

The founda tions of f nation- 
al wealth and confegquence are 
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{, firmly laid in the united 
fates, that no foreign pow- 
er can undermine or deftroy 
them. But the enjoyment of 
thefe fubftantial bleffings is 
rendered precarious by domef- 
ric circumftances. Scarcely 
held together by a weak and 
half-formed federal conftituti- 
on, the powers of our national 


government are unequal to the 


complete execution of any fa- 
lutary purpofe, foreign or do- 
meftic! The evils refulting from 
this unhappy ftate of things, 
have again fhocked our reviv- 
ing credit ; produced among 
eur people alarming inftances 
af difobedience to the Jaws; 
and, if not remedied, muft de- 
ftroy our property, liberties and 
peace. Forcign powers, howe- 
ver difpofed to favour us, can 
expest neither fatisfaction nor 
benefit from treaties with con- 
grefs, while they are unable to 
enforce'them. We can there- 
fere hope to fecure no privile- 
ges from them, if matters ate 
thus conducted. We muft im- 
mediately remedy this defect, 
or fuffer exceedingly. Deful- 
tory commercial acts of the le- 
giflatures, formed on the im- 
preffion of the moment, pro- 
eeeding from no uniform or 
permanent principles, clafhing 
with the ame of the other 
ftates, and oppofing thofe made 
in the preceding year by the 
enacting ftate, can no longer 
be fupported, if we are to con- 
tinue one people. A fyftem, 
which will promote the gene- 





ral interefts, with the fmalleft 
injury to particular ones, has 
become indifpenfibly neceffa- 
ry. Commerce is more affected 
by the diftractions and evils a- 
rifing from the uncertainty, 
oppofition, and errors of our 
trade-laws, than by the reftric- 
tions of any one power in Eu- 
rope. A negative upon all com- 
mercial acts of the legiflatures, 
if granted to congrefs, would 
be perfectly fate, and muft 
have an excellent effect. If 
thought expedient, it fhould be 
given as well with regard to 
thofe that exift, as to thofe 
that may be devifed in future. 
Congrefs would thus be ena- 
bled to prevent every regulati- 
on, that might oppofe the ge- 
neral interefts; and, by ref- 
training the ftates from impo- 
litic laws, would gradually 
bring our national commerce 
to order and perfection. Such 
of the ideas fuggefted in the 
preceding cae of this paper, as 
fhall be honoured with the 
public approbation, may be 
better digefted, and, if they 
appear worthy of it, may form 
new articles of confederation, 
which would be the foundati- 
on of the commercial fyftem. 

I have ventured to hint at 
prohibitory powers; but fhall 
leave that point, and the gene- 
ral power of regulating trade, 
to thofe who may undertake to 
confider the political objects of 
the convention, fuggefting on- 
ly the evident ae er of 
enabling congrels to ~*~ 
the 
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the importation of fuch foreign 
commodities, as are made from 
our own raw materials. When 
any article of that kind can be 
fupplied at home, upon as low 
terms as it can be imported on, 
a manufacture of our own pro- 
duce, fo well eftablithed, ought 
not by any means to be facri- 
ficed co the interefts of foreign 
trade, or fubjected to injury 
by the wild f{peculations of ig- 
norant adventurers, In all ca- 
fes, careful provifion fhould be 
made for refunding the duties 
on exportation, which renders 
the impoft a virtual excife, 
without being liable to the ob- 
jections againft an actual one, 
and is a great encouragement 
to trade. 

The reftoration of public 
credit, at home and died 
fliould be the firft'with of our 
hearts ; and requires every ce- 
conomy---every exertion we 
can make. The wife and virtu- 
ous axioms of our political con- 
ftitutions, refulting froma live- 
ly and perfect fenfe of what is 
due from man to man, fhould 
prompt us to the difcharge of 
debts of fuch peculiar obligati- 
on. We ftand bound to no 
common creditors. The friend- 
ly foreigner, the widow and 
the orphan, the truftees of cha- 
rity and religion, the patriotic 
citizen, the war-worn foldier, 
and a magnanimous ally—--- 
thefe are the principal claim- 
ants upon the feelings and juf- 
tice of America. Let her apply 
all her refources to this great 
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duty, and wipe away the dark 
eft ftain, that has ever fallen 
upon her. The general impo 
---the fale of the lands and 
very other unnecceflary article 
of public property-—reftrsin- 
ing with a firm hand every 
needlefs expence of govern- 
ment and private life---fteady 
and patient induftry, with pro- 
per difpofitions in the people, 
would relieve us of part of the 
burden, and enable congrefs 
to commence their payments; 
and, with the aid oF taxation, 
would put the finking and 
funding of our debts within 

the rower of ali the ftates. 
The violence committed on 
the rights of property, under 
the authority of tender laws, 
in fome of the ftates, the fami- 
liarity with which that pernie 
Cious meafure has been recur- 
ed to, and the fhamelefs per- 
feverance with which it has 
been perfifted in after the value 
of the paper was confeffedly 
gone, call aloud for fome reme- 
dy. This is not merely a mat- 
ter of juftice between man and 
man. It difhonours our nation- 
al character abroad: and the 
engine has been employed to 
give the coup de grace to pub- 
lic credit. It would not be diis 
ficult, perhaps, to forma new 
article of confederation to pre- 
vent it in future: anda quel- 
tion may arife whether fellow- 
fhip with any tate, that would 
refufe toadmit it, can be farif- 
factory or fafe. To remove dif+ 
ficulties, it need net be retro- 
Spe lives 
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epg The prefent ftate of 
t 


ings, inftead of inviting emi- 
grants, deters all who have the 
means of information, and are 
capable of thinking. The fet- 
tlement of our lands, and the 
introduction of manufa ‘tories 
and lines of trade yet unknown 
among us, or requiring a force 
of capital, which are to make 
our country rich and poweriul, 
are interrupted and fufpended 
by our want of public credit, 
and the diforders of our go- 
vernment. 


“<> => SS S-4> 


Colonel Hamilton’s Sveech in 
the affembly of New York, 
ou the 18th of February, 
1787, when the Impoft was 
under Confideration. 


[The beginning of this fpeech 


went to obviate an objec- 
tion raifed again granting 
the impoft to congrefs, viz. 
that the meafure was in- 
confiftent with the contti- 
tution of the ftate. The 
printer is forry he cannot 
entertain his readers with 
this part, as it has not been 
publithed. After a long and 
eloquent difcuTion of that 
int, col. H. proceeded as 
ollows : J 
LATTERING myfelf it 
will appear to the com- 
mittee that the conftitution at 
leaft offers us no impediment, 
I thall proceed ro other topics 
of objection. The next that 
prefents itfelf, is.a fuppofed 
danger to liberty, from grant- 


ing legiflative power to edn 
refs. - 

But.before I enter upon this 
fubject, to remove the afperfi- 
ons thrown ufort that body, I 
fhall give a fhort hiftory of 
fome material facis relating to 
the origin and progrefs of the 
bufinefs. To excite the jealou~ 
fies of the people, it has been 
induftrioufly reprefented as an 
undile attempt to acquire an 
increafe of power. It has been 
forgotten, or intentionally o+ 
verlooked, that, confiderjng it 
in the ftrongeft light, as a pro- 
pofal to alter the confederati~ 
on, itis only exercifing a pows 
er which the confederation has 
in direct terms repofed in con- 
egrefs ; who, as beiore obferved, 
are by the 13th article, expreff- 
ly authorifed to propofe alte- 
rations. 

But fo far was the meafure 
from originating in improper 
views of that body, that, if I 
am rightly informed, it did 
not originate there at all : it 
was firlt fuggefted by a con- 
vention of the four eaftern 
ftates and New York, at Hart- 
ford: and I believe was pro- 
pofed there by the deputies 
of tlris ftate. A gentleman on 
our bench, unconnected with 
congrefs, who now hearts me, 
[I mean judge Hobart] was 
one of them. It was dictated 
by a principle which bitter 
expericnce then taught us, 
and which in peace or war will 
always be found true---that 
adequate fupplies to the — 
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ral treafury, can never flow 
from any fyftem, which re- 
quires the intervention of thir- 
tecn deliberatives, between 
the call and the execution. 

Congrefs agreed to the mea- 
fure, and recommended it. 
This ftate complied without 
hefitation. All parts of the go- 
vernment, fenate, affembly, 
and council of revifion, con- 
curred. Neither the conftitu- 
tion nor the public: liberty 
prefented any obftacle. The 
difficulties from thefe fources 
are a recent difcovery. 

So late as the firft feffion of 
the legiflature after the evacu- 
ation of the city, the governor 
of the ftate, in his fpeech to 
both houfes, gave a decided 
countenance to the meafure : 
this he did, though not in ex- 
prefs terms, yet by implica- 
tions not to be mifunderftood. 

The leading opponents of 
the impoft, of the prefent day, 
have all of them, at other 
times, either concurred’in the 
meafure in its moft exception- 
able form, and without the 

ualifications annexed to it by 
the propofed bill; or have, by 
other inftances of conduct, 
contradicted their own hypo- 
thefis on the conftitution, 
which profeffedly forms the 
main prop of their oppofition. 

The hon. member in my 
eye, [mr. Jones], at the laft 
feffion, brought in a bill for 
cranting to congrefs the power 
of wee. ere the trade of the 
union. This furely includes 
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more ample legiflative autho- 
rity than is comprehended in 
the mere power of levying a 
particular duty. It indeed goes 
to a prodigious extent, much 
farther than on a fuperficial 
view can be imagined. Can 
we believe that the conftitu- 
tional objection, if well found- 
ed, would fo long have paffed 
undifcovered ? Or is it fair to 
impute to congrefs, criminal 
motives for propofing a mea- 
fure, whieh was firft recom 
mended to them by five ftates 5 
or for perfifting in that mea- 
fure, after the unequivocal 
experience they have had, of 
the total inefficacy of the 
mode provided in the confe- 
deration, for fupplying the 
treafury of the union ? 

I leave the anfwer to thefe 
queftions to the good fenfe 
and ¢andour of the commit- 
tee ; and fhall return to the 
examination of the queftion, 
how far the power propofed to 
be conferred upon congrefs 
would be dangerous to the 
liberty of the people? And 
here I ask, 

Whence can this danger 
arife? The members of con- 
grefs are chofen annually by 
the feveral legiflatures. They 
are removeable at any moment 
at the pleafure of thofe legif- 
latures. They come together 
with different habits, preju- 
dices, and interefts. They are, 
in fact, continually changing. 
How is it poflible for a body 
fo compofed, to be formidable 
E to 
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to the liberties of ftates, feve- 
ral of which are large empires 
in themfelves ? 

The fubverfion of the liber- 
ty of thefe ftates could not be 
the bufinefs oi a day. It would, 
at leaft, require time, preme- 
ditation, and concert. Can it 
be fuppofed, that the members 
of a body fo conftituted, 
would be unanimous in a 
{cheme of ufurpation? If they 
were not, would it not be dif- 
covered and difclofed ? Ii we 
could even fuppofe this una- 
nimity among one fet of men, 
can we believe that all the new 
members, who are yearly fent 
from one ftate or another, 
would inftantly enter into the 


fame views? Would there not’ 


be found one honeft man to 
warn his country of the dan- 
ger? 

Suppofe the worft: fup- 
pofe the combination entered 
into, and continued : the ex- 
ecution would at Ieaft an- 
nounce the defign; and the 
means of defence would be 
eafy. Confider the feparate 
power of feveral of thefe 
ftates, and the fituation of 
all. Confider the extent, po- 

uloufnefs, and refources of 
Maffachufetts, Virginia, Penn- 
fylvania ; I might add, of 
New York, Conneéticut, and 
other ftates. Where could 
congrefs find means fufficient 
to fubvert the government 
and liberties of either of thefe 
ftates 2? Or rather, where find 
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means fufficient to effect the 
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congueft of all ? If an attempr 
was mad¢ upon one, the 
others, from a fenfe of com- 
mon danger, .would make 
common caufe: and they 
couldimmediately unite, and 
provide for their joint defence, 
There is one confideration 
of immenfe force in this quef- 
tion, not fufficiently attended 
to. It is this, that each ftate 
poffeffes in itfelf the full pow- 
ers of government 3 and can 
at once, in a regular and con- 
ftitutional way, take meafures 
for the prefervation of ‘ts 
rights. In a fingle kingdom ox 
ftare, if the rulers attempt to 
efiablifh a tyranny, the peo- 
pie can only defend themfelves 
by a tumultuary infurrection. 
They muft run to arms with- 
out concert or plan 5 while 
the ufurpers, clothed with the 
forms of legal authority, can 
employ the forces of the ftate 
to fupprefs them in embryo, 
and beiore they can have time 
or opportunity to give fyftem 
to their oppofition. Wath us 
the cafe is widely different. 
Each ftate has a government 
completely organized in itfelf; 
and can at once enter intoa 
regular plan of defence with 
the forces of the community at 
its Command ; it can imme- 
diately form connections with 
its neighbours, or even with 
foreign powers, if necefary. 
In a conteft of this kind, 
the body of the people will al- 
ways be on the fide of the flate- 
governments. This will not 


only 
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only refult from their love of 
liberty, and regard to their 
own fafety ; but from other 
ftrong principles of human 
nature. [he ftate-governments 
operate upon thole immediate 
familiar perfonal concerns, to 
which the fenfibility of indi- 
viduals is awake. The diftri- 
bution of private juftice be- 
longing to them, they muft 
always appear to the fenfes of 
the people as the immediate 
guardians of their rights. They 
will, of courfe, have the ftrong- 
eft hold on their attachmenr, 
refpect, and obedience. An- 
other circumftance will con- 
tribute to the fame end : far 
the greateft number of offices 
and employments are in the 
gift of the ftates feparately : 
the weight of official influence 
will, therefore, be in favour 
of the ftate-governments : and 
with all thefe advantages, they 
cannot fail to carry the people 
along with them in every con- 
teft with the general govern- 
ment, in which they are not 
palpably in the wrong, and 
often when they are. What is 
to be feared from the efforts 
of congrefs to eftablifh a ty- 
ranny, with the great body of 
the people, under the direction 
of their ftate-governments, 
combined in oppofition to 
their views? Muft not their 
attempts recoil upon them- 
felves, and terminate in their 
own difgrace ? Or rather would 


not thefe confiderations, if 


they were infenfible to other 
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motives, for ever reftrain them 
from making fuch attempts ? 

The caufes taken notice of, 
as fecuring the attachment of 
the people to their local go- 
vernments, prefent us with 
another important truth---the 
natural imbecility of federal 
governments, andthe danger 
that they will never be able to 
exercife power enough to ma- 
nage the general affairs of the 
union. Though the ftates will 
have a2 common intereft, yet 
they will alfo have a particu- 
lar intereft. For example, as a 
part of the union, it will be 
the intereft of every ftate, thae 
the general government fhould 
be funplied with the revenues 
neceflary for the national pur- 
pofes: but it will be the par- 
ticular intereft of each ftate, 
to pay as little itfelf, and to 
let its neighbours pay as much 
as poffible. Particular interefts 
have always more influence 
upon men than general. The 
feveral ftates, therefore, con- 
fulting their immediate advan- 
tage, may be confidered as fo 
many eccentric powers, tend- 
ing in a contrary direction to 
the government of the union: 
and as they will generally 
carry the people along with 
them, the confederation will 
be in continual danger of dif- 
folution. 

This, mr. Chairman, is the 
real rock upon which the hap- 
pinefs of this country is likely 
to fplit. This is the point to 
which our fears and cares 
fhould 
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fhould be directed. To guard 
againft this, and not to terrify 
ourfelves with imaginary dan- 
gers from the fpectre of power 
in congrefs, will be our true 
wifdom. 

But let us examine a little 
more clofely the meafure un- 
der confideration. What does 
the bill before us require us to 
do? merely to grant certain 
duties on impofts to the united 
ftates, for the fhort period of 
twenty five years, to be applied 
to the difcharge of the prinei- 
pal and intereft of the debts 
contracted for the fupport of 
the late war ; the collection of 
which duties, is to be made by 
officers appointed by the ftate, 
but accountable to congrefs, 
according to fuch general re- 

lations as the united ftates 
fhall eftablith ; fubject to 
thefe important checks, that 
no citizen fhall be carried out 
of the ftate for trial; that all 
profecutions fhall be in our 
own courts; that no exceffive 
fines or penalties fhall be 
impofed ; and that a yearly ac- 
count of the proceeds and ap- 

lication of the revenue fhall 

e rendered to the legifla- 
ture ; on failure of which, it 
sxeferves to itfelf a right of re- 
pealing its grant. 

Is it poflible for any mea- 
fure to be better guarded ? or 
is it poflible that a grant for 
fuch precife objects, and with 
fo many checks, can be dan- 
gerous to the public liberty ? 

Having now, I truft, farif- 
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factorily fhewn that the confti- 
tution offers no obftacle to the 
meafure---and that the liber- 
ty of the people cannot be en- 
dangered by it---it remains on- 
ly to confider it in the view of 
revenue. 

The fole queftion left for 
difcuffion, is, whether it be an 
eligible mode of fupplying the 
federal treafury or not? 

The better to anfwer this 
queftion, it will be of ufe to 
examine how far the mode by 
quotas and requifitions has 
been found competent to the 
public exigencies. 

The univerfal delinquency 
of the ftates, during the war, 
fhall be paffed over with the 
bare mention of it. The public 
embarraffments were a plaufi- 
ble apology for that delin- 
quency : and it was hoped the 
peace would produce greater 
punctuality---the experiment 
has difappointed that hope toa 
degret, which confounds the 


leaft fanguine. A comparative 
view of the compliances of 


the feveral ftates, for the 
five laft years,will furnith a ftri- 
king refulr, 

During that period, as ap- 
pears by a ftatement on our 
files, New Hampfhire, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Georgia, have paid no- 
thing. I fay nothing, becaufe 
the only actual payment, is the 
trifling fum of about 700e dol- 
lars, by New Hamphhire. 
South Carolina indeed has crée- 
dits, but thefe are merely by 

way 
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way of difcount, on the fup- 
plies furnifhed by her during 

e war, in confideration of her 
peculiar fufferings and exerti- 
ors while the immediate thea- 
tre of it. 

Connecticut and Delaware 
have paid about one third of 
their requifitions. Maffachu- 
fetts, Rhode Ifland, and-Mary- 
land, about one half. Virginia, 
about three-fifths. Pennfylva- 
nia, nearly the whole, and 
New York, more than her 
quota. 

Thefe proportions are taken 
on the fpecie requifitions ; the 
indents have been very parti- 
ally paid, and in their pre- 
fent ftate, arc of little account. 

The payments into the fede- 
ral treafury have declined ra- 
pidly each year. The whole 
amount, for three years paft, in 
fpecie, has not exceeded 
1,400,000 dollars, of which 
New York has paid roo per 
cent. more than her proporti- 
on. This fum, little more than 
400,000 dollars a year, it will 
readily be conceived, has been 
exhaufted in the fupport of the 
civil eftablifhments of the uni- 
on, and the neceflary guards 
and garrifons at public arfe- 
nals, and on the frontiers ; 
without any furplus for pay- 
ing any part of the debt, fo- 
reign or domeftic, principal or 
intereft. 

Things are continually grow- 
ing worfe ; the laft year in 
particular produced lefs than 
two hundred thoufand dollars, 


519 
and that from only two or three 
ftates. Several of the ftates 
have been fo long unaccuftom- 
ed to pay, that they feem no 
longer concerned even about 
the appearances of compliance. 
Connecticut and Jerfey 
have almoft formally declined 
paying anylonger. The often- 
fible motive is the non-concur- 
rence of this ftate in the imroft 
fyftem. © The real one muft be 
conjectured from the fact. 
Pennfylvania, if I under- 
ftand the fcope of fome late re- 
folutions, means to difcount 
the intereft fhe pays on her af- 
fumption to her own citizens: 
in which cafe, there will be lit- 
tle coming from her to the uni- 
ted ftates. This feems to be 


bringing matters to a crifis. 
The pecuniary fupport of 


the federal government has of 
late devolved almoft entirely 
upon Pennfylvania and New- 
York. If Pennfylvania refufes 
to continue her aid, what will 
be the fituation of New York? 
Are we willing to be the Atlas 
of the union? or are we wil- 
ling to fee it perifh ? 

This feems to be the alter- 
native. Is there nota fpecies of 
political knight-errantry in ad- 
hering pertinacioufly toa fyf- 
tem which throws the whole 
weight of the confederacy up- 
on this ftate, or upon one or 
two more? Is it notour inte- 
reft on mere calculations of 
ftate policy to promote a mea- 
fure which operating under 
the fame regulations in — 

fate, 
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ftaty, muft produce an equal, 
or nearly equal, effect every 
where, and oblige all the ftates 
to fhare the common burden? 

If the impo is granted to 
the united ftates, with a power 

f levying it, it muft have a 
proportional effect in all the 
{tates ; for the fame mode of 
collection every where, will 
have nearly the fame refult 
every where. 

What mut he the final iffue 
of the prefent ftate of things? 
Will the few flates that now 
contribute, be willing to con- 
tribute much longer? Shall we 
ourfelves be long content with 
bearing the burden fingly ? 
Will not our zeal for a parti- 
cular fyitem foon give way to 
the preffure of fo unequal a 
weight ? and if all the ftates 
ceafe to pay, what is to become 
of the union? It is fometimes 
asked, why do not conerefs o- 
blige the ftates to do their du- 
ty: but where are the means? 
Where are the fleets and ar- 
mies, where the federal treafu- 
ty to fupport thofe fleets and 
armies, to enforce the requifi- 
tions of the union? All me- 
thods, fhort of coercion, have 

epeatedly been tried in vain. 

Letus now proceed to an- 
other moft important enqui- 
ry. How are we to pay our fo- 
reign debt? 

This, I think, is eftimated at 
about 7,000,000 of dollars, 
which will every year increafe 
with the accumulations of in- 
ereft. If we pay neither prin- 
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cipal nor intereft, we not only 
abandon all pretenfions to cha- 
racter as anation; but we ers 
danger the public peace. How- 
ever it may be in our power to 
evade the juft demands of our 
domeftic creditors ; our foreign 
creditors muft and will be paid, 

They have power to ats 
their demands: and fooner or 
later they may be expected to 
do it. It is not my intention to 
endeavour to excite the appre- 
henfions of the committee, but 
I would appeal to their pru- 
dence. A difcreet attenfion to 
the confequences of national 
meafures is no impeachment of 
our frmnefs. 


The foreign debt, I fay, 


-muft fooner or later be paid: 


and the longer provifion is de- 
layed, the heavier it muft fall at 
laft. : 

Werequire about 1,600,000 
dollars to difcharge the intereft 
and inftalments of the prefent 
year; about a million annual- 
ly, upon an average, for ten 
years more ; and _ about 
300,000 dollars for another 
ten years. 

The produ&t of the impoft 
may be computed at about a 
million of dollarsannually. Ie 
is an increafing fund----this 
fund would not only fuffice 
for the difcharge of the foreign 
debt, but important operations 
might be ingrafted upon it, 
towards the extinguifhment of 
the domeftic debt. 

Is it poffible to hefitate about 
the propriety of adopting a re- 

fource 
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fource fo cafy in itfelf, and fo 
extenfive in its effects ? 

Here I may e&pect to be told 
there is no objection to em- 
ploying this refource; the act 
of the laft feffion does it. The 
only difpute is about the 
mode. We are willing to grant 
the money, but not the power 
required from'us. Moncy will 
pay our debts: power may de- 
ftroy our liberties. It has been 
infinuated that nothing but a 
luft of power would have pre- 
vented congrefs from accept- 
ing the grant in the fhape it 
has already paffed the legifla- 
ture. 


This is a fevere charge; if 


true, it ought undoubtedly to 
prevent our going a ftep fur- 
ther. But it is ealy to fhew 


that congrefs could not have 
accepted our grant without re- 


moving themfelves further 
from the object, than they 
now are. To gain one ftate, 
they muft have loft all the o- 
thers. 

The grants of every ftate are 
accompanied with a condition, 
that fimilar grants be made by 
the other ftates. It is not deni- 
ed that our act is effentially 
different from theirs. Their 
acls give the united ftates the 
power of collecting the duty--- 
ours referves it to the ftate, and 
makes it receivable in paper 
money. 

The immediate confequence 
of accepting our grant would 
be a relinquifhment of the 
grants of the other fates. They 
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muft take the matter up anew, 
and do the work over again, to 
accommodate it to our ftand- 
ard. In order to anchor one 
ftate, would it have been wife 
to fet twelve, or at leaft eleven 
others afloat? 

It is faid that the ftates 
which have granted more 
would certainly be willing to 
grant lefs. J hey would eafilv 
accon amodate their acts to that 
of New York, as more favour- 
able to their own power and 
fecurity. 

But woulk | Mafiac hufettsand 
Virginia, which have no paper 
money of their own, accede to 
a plan thar permitted other 
ftates to pay in paper, while 
they paid in {pe Cie? Ww ould 
they confent tl nat their citizens 
the pound, “ les itizen 
of Rhode Rely waty peti fo ur, 
the citizens of North Carolina 
ten, and of the ot her {ta ites in 
different degrees of inequality 
in proportion to the re lative 
depreciation of their paper? Is 
it wife in this ftate to cherith 
a plan that gives fuch advan- 
tage to the citizens of othe 
{tates over its own ? 

The paper money of the ftatc 
of New York,in moft tranfacti- 
ons, is¢q ual to coldand filver 
---that of Rhode Ifland is de- 
preciated to five for one---that 
of North Carolina, to two for 
one---that of South Carolina 
may perhaps be worth filteen 
fhillings in the pound. 

Ifthe ftates pay the duties in 


Vane 
paper 
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paper, is it not evident, that 
for every pound of that duty 
confumed by the citizen of 
New York, he would pay 
twenty fhillings, while the ci- 
tizen of South Carolina would 
pay fifteen fhillings, of North- 
Carolina, ten fhillings, and 
Rhode Ifland, only four? 

‘This confideration alone is 
fufficient to condemn the plan 
of our grant of laft fefion, and 
_ to prove inconteftably, that 
the ftates which are averfe to 
erhitting a paper currency, or 
h:ive it in their power to fup- 
port one when emitted, would 
riever come into it. 

Again, would thofe ftates, 
which, by their public acts de- 
montftrate a conviction that the 
powers of the union require 
augmentation--which are con- 
{cious of energy in their own 
adminiftration----would they 
be willing to concur ina plan, 
which left the collection of the 
duties in the hands of each 
ftate, and of courfe fubject to 
all the inequalities which a 
more or lefs vigorous fyftem of 
collection would produce ? 

This, too, is an idea which 
ought to have great weight 
with us-—we have better ha- 
bits of government than are to 
be found in fome of the ftates 
---and our conftitution admits 
of more energy than the con- 
ftitution of moft of the other 
ftates: the duties, therefore, 
would be more effectually col- 
lected with us than in fueh 
tates, and this would have a fi- 
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milar effect to the depreciatien 
of the money, in impofing a 
great burden on the citizens 
of this ftate. 

Ifany ftate fhould incline to 
evade the payment of the du- 
ties, having the collection in 
itsown hands, nothing would 
be eafier than to effect it, and 
without materially facrificing 
appearances. 

It is manifeft from this view 
of the fubject, that we have 
the ftrongeft reafons as a ftate, 
to depart from our own ad; 
and that it would have been 
highly injudicious in congrefs 
to have accepted it. 

If there even had been a 
profpect of the concurrence of 
the other ftates in the plan, 
how inadequate would it have 
been to the public exigencies 
——fettered with the esibarral 
ments of a depreciating paper ? 

It is to no purpofe to fay 
that the faith of the ftate was 
pledged by the act, to make the 
paper equal to gold and filver 
----and that the other ftates 
would be obliged to do the 
fame : what greater dependence 
can be had on the faith of the 
ftates pledged to this meafure, 
than on the faith they pledged 
in the confederation, fancti- 
oned by a folemn appeal to 
heaven ? Ifthe obligations of 
faith in one cafe, have had fo 
little influence upon their con 
duct in refpect to the requifiti- 
ons of congrefs; what ho 
can there be that they would 

have greater influence in_ re- 


{pect 
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‘ fpe& to the deficiencies of the 
papermoney? 
There yet remains an impor- 
tant light, in which to confi- 
der the fubject in the view of 
revenue. It is a clear point, 
that we cannot carry the du- 
tics upon impofts to the fame 
extent by feparate arrange- 
ments as by a general plan; we 
muft regulate ourfelves by 
what we find done in the neigh- 
bouring ftates. While Penn- 
fylvania has only two and a 
half per cent. on her importa- 
tions, we cannot greatly ex- 
ceed her; we muft content our- 
felves with the fame, or nearly 
the fame rate. To go much be- 
yond ic would injure our com- 
merce in a variety of ways, and 
would defeat itfelf---while the 
ports of Connecticut and Jer- 
fey are open to the introducti- 
on of goods, free from duty, 
and the conveyance from them 
to us is fo eafy—-while they 
confider our impofts as an un- 
generous advantage taken of 
them, which it would be laud- 
able to elude, the duties muft 
be light, or they would be eva- 
ded: the facility of doing it, 
and the temptation to do it, 
would be both fo great, that 
we fhould, perhaps, collect 
lefs by an increafe of the rates, 
than we do now. Already do 
we experience the effects of 
this firuation. But if the du- 
ties were to be levied under a 
common direction, with the 
fame precautions every where 


to guard againft {muggling, 
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they might, without prejudice 
to trade, be carried to a much 
more confiderable height. 

As things now ftand, we 
muft adhere to the prefene 
ftandard of duties without an 
material alterations. Suppofe 
this to produce fifty thoufand 
pounds a year. The duties to 
be granted to congrefs ought, 
in proportion, to produce dou- 
ble that fum. To this it ap- 
pears, by a fcheme now before 
us, that additional duties 
might be impofed for the ufe 
of the ftate, on certain enu- 
merated articles, tothe amount 
of thirty thoufand pounds. 
This would be an augmenta- 
tion of our national revenue, 
by indirect taxation, to the 
extent of eighty thoufand 
pounds a year---an immenfe 
object in a fingle ftate, and 
which alone demonftrates the 
good policy of the meafure. 

It is no objection to fay 
that a great part of this fund 
will be dedicated to the ufe of 
the united ftates. Their exi- 
gencies muft be fupplied in 
fome way or other. The more 
is done towards it by means of 
the impoft, the lefs will be to 
be done in other modes. If we 
do not employ that refource 
to the beft account, we muft 
find others in direct taxation : 
and to this are oppofed all the 
habits and prejudices of the 
community. There is not a 
farmer in the ftate, who would 
not pay a fhilling in the volun- 
tary confumption of articles 

on 
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on which a duty is paid, rathet 
than a penny impofed imme- 
diately on his houfe and land. 
There is but one objection 
to the meafure under confide- 
ration, that has come to my 
knowledge, which yet remains 
to be difcuffed. .I mean the 
effect it is fuppofed it would 
have upon our paper-currency. 
It is faid, the jaa Ka of this 
fund would leave the credit of 
the paper without any effec- 
tual fupport. 
Though I fhould not be 
difpofed to puta confideration 
of this kind in competition 
with the fafety of the union; 
yet I thould be extremely cau- 
tious about any thing that 
might affect our currency. The 


legiflature having thought an- 


emiffion of paper advifeable, I 
confider it my duty, as a repre- 
fentative of the people, totake 
care of its credit. But it ap- 
pears to me that apprehenfions 
gn this ground, are without 
foundation. 

What has hitherto been the 
principal fupport of the credit 
of the paper ? Two things: the 
lniverfal demand for money, 
and the immediate intereft of 
the merchants to countenance 
whatever would facilitate the 
tecovery Of their debts. The 
firft caufe begat a general ¢la~ 
mour in the country for a pa- 
per emiffion, and a difpofition 
to uphold its credit. The far- 
mers appeared willing to ex- 
change their produce for it. 
The merchants, on the other 


hand, had large debts sut+ 
ftanding. They fuppofed that 
giving a free circulation to the 
paper, would enable their cuf- 
tomers in the country to pay} 
and as they perceived that they 
would have it in their power 
to convert the money into pro- 
duce, they, naturally refolved 
to give it their fupport. 

efe caufes combined to 
introduce the money into ge- 
neral circulation : and, having 
once obtained credit, it will 
now be able to fupport itfelf. 

The chief difficulty to have 
been apprehended in refpect 
to the paper, was, to over- 
come the diffidence which the 
ftill-recent experience of de- 
preciating paper, had inftilled 
into men’s minds’, This, it was 
to have been feared, would 
have fhaken its credit at its 
outfet : and, if it had once 
begun to fink, it would have 
been no eafy matter to pre- 
vent its total decline. 

The event has, however, 
turned out otherwife : and the 
money has been fortunate 
enough to conciliate the pub- 
lic confidence. This point 
gained, there need be no ap- 
prehenfions for its future fate, 
unlefs the government fliould 
do fomething to deftroy that 
confidence. 

The caufes, that firft gave 
it credit, ftill operate ; and 
will in all probability conti- 
nue to do fo. The demand for 
money has nor Ieffened : and 
the merchant has {till the 

fame. 
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fame inducement to counte- 
nance the circulation of the 
paper. 

I fhall not deny that the 
outlet which the payment of 
duties furnifhed to the mer- 
chant, was an additional mo- 
tive to the reception of the 
paper. Nor is it propofed to 
take away this motive. There 
is now before this houfe a bill, 
one object of which is, the 
eftablifhment of a ftate-impoft 
on certain enumerated arti- 
cles, in addition to that to be 

ranted to the united ftates, 
t is computed, on very good 

rounds, that the additional 
duties would amount to about 
thirty thoufand pounds: and, 
as they would be payable. in 
paper-currency, they would 
create a fufficient demand 
upon the merchant, to leave 
him, in this refpect, fubftan- 
tialiy the fame inducement 
which he has now. Indeed, 
independent of this, the rea- 
dinefs of the trading people to 
take the money, can never be 
doubted, while it will freely 
command the commodities of 


the country: for this, tq’ 


them, is the moft important 
ufe they can make of it. 

But, befides the ftate-impoft, 
there muft be other taxes: and 
thefe will all contribute to. 
create a demand for the mo- 
ney, which is all we now 
mean, when we talk of funds 
for its fupport: for there are 
none appropriated for the re- 
demption of the paper. 


Upon the whole, the addi- 


tional duties will be a compe-. 


tent fubftitute for thofe now 
in exiftence: and the general 
good will of the community 
towards the paper, will be the 
beft fecurity for its credit. 

Having now fhewn, mr, 
Chairman, that there is no 
conftitutional impediment to 
the adoptign of the bill---thar 
there is no danger to be ap- 
prehended to the public liber- 
ty, from giving the power in 
queftion to the united ftates--- 
and that, in the view of reves 
nue, the meafure under con 
fideration is not only expe> 
dient but neceffary---let us 
turn our attention to the other 
fide of this important fubject : 
let us ask ourfelves, what will 
be the confequence of reject= 
ing the bill? what will be the 
fituation of our national affairs, 
if they are Jeft much longer tq 
float in the chaos, in which 
they are now involved. 

Can our national character 
be preferved without paying 
our debts 2? Can the union 
fubfift without revenue ? Have 
we realized the confequences 
which would attend its diffo- 
lution ? 

If thefe ftates are not united 
under a federal government, 
they will infallibly have wars 
with each other : and their di-. 
vifions will fubject them to all 
the mifchiefs of foreign ine 
fluence and intrigue. The hue 
man paffions will never want 
objects of hoftility. The wets 
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€rn territory is an obvious 
and fruitful fource of conteft. 
Let us alfo caft our eye upon 
the map of this ftate, inter- 
fexted from one extremity to 
the other by a large navigable 
river. In the event of a rup- 
ture with them, what is to hin- 
der our metropolis from be- 
coming a prey to our neigh- 
bours? Is it even fuppofeable 
that they would fuffer it to 
Temain the nurfery of wealth 
toa diftin¢t community ? 

Thefe fubjects are delicate : 
but it is neceffary to contem- 
pi them, to teach us to 

orm a true eftimate of our 
fituation. 

Wars with each other would 
beget ftanding 
fource of more real danger to 
our liberties, than all the pow- 
er that could be conferred 
apon the reprefentatives of 
the people. And wats with 
each other would lead to op- 
pofite alliances with foreign 
powers, and plunge us intoall 
the labyrinths of European 
politics. 

The Romans, in their pro- 
grefs to univerfal dominion, 
when they conceived the pro- 
ject of fubduing the refractory 
{pirit of the Grecian repub- 
lics, which compofed the fa- 
mous Achaian league, began 
by fowing diffentions among 
them, and inftilling jealoufies 
of each other, and of the com- 
mon head; and finifhed by 


armies----a | 
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making them a province of the 
Roman empire. 

The application is eafy. If 
there are any foreign enemics, 
if there are any domettic foes 
to this country, all their 
arts and artifices will be 
employed to effect a diffolu- 
tion of the union. This can- 
not be better done than by 
fowing jealoufies of the fede- 
ral head, and cultivating in 
each ftate an undue attach- 
ment to its power. 

The queftion being pur, 


there appeared for granting 
the impoft, 
Againft ir, 


Majority, 


*.* It may not prove an 
uninterefting. obfervation to 
fuch of the readers, asare un- 
acquainted with the circum- 
ftances that attended the re- 
jection of this moft momen- 
tous queftion, to mention that 
the members oppofed to Yavin 
the united ftates: in congrefs 
affembled with power to Jevy 
the impoft, made no attempt 
to juftify their votes by argu- 
fents, or to invalidate thofe 
cogent ones alleged in favour 
of the meafure by col. Hamil- 
ton. On this occafion it was 
(not unaptly) remarked, that 
the impoft was frrangled by a 
band of mutes (alluding to 
the Turkifh meffengers of 


fate). 
RU- 
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RURAL CONCERNS. 


The following may be de- 
pended upon as a genuine 
extract from a letter, writ- 
ten bya Britifh traveller in 
New England, 


On the Advantage of breed- 


: ing Mules. 


Few days fince I was 

fitting in the piazza of 
a public houfe, in company 
with a number of plain gentle- 
men belonging to the vicinity. 
They foon began (as is com- 
mon in New England, for it 
is their darling theme) to com- 
plain of hard times. 
~ One fays, he loft his all by 
the depreciation of the old 
continental currency, and yet 
is now obliged to contribute 
at leaft half his earnings to 
the fupport of falary-men. A 
fecond, that he had been a 
colonel in the American fer- 
vice, where, with the lofs of 
feven years time, he had {pent 
a handfome intereft in the de- 
fence of his country, and was 
now receiving his reward by 
continual vifits from that de- 
tefted crew, the tax-gatherers. 
The third, a tanner and fhoe- 
maker, was equally warm in 
his complaints, for his appren- 
tices went into the army, and 
om half their wages; befides 
the remainder was good for 
nothing : his ftock was ruined, 


&c. The fourth, a fhrewd, 
fpeculating farmer, very grave- 
ly obferves, that no man in 
this flate, excepting public of- 
ficers, can have an opportuni- 
ty of making an intereft: for 
I.am confident, fays he, that 
our, legiflature are determined 
to cramp and Ieffen every 
branch of bufinefs, which 
might be a fource of wealth 
to the country, by laying on 
them the moft exorbitant tax- 
es. They have Jately, in con- 
formity to this wife fyftem of 
politics, laid a tax on jack- 
affes and mules ; although 
three-fourths of both houfes 
confeffed they had never feen, 
and very rarely heard of fuch 
creatures. Indeed, fays he, it 
is my opinion, that if two or 
three of us were to turn our 
attention to the raifing of 
poultry, they would be taxed 
the next feffion. 

I now told the company 
that it was my birth-day, and 
gave them an invitation to 
drink a glafs of Madeira wine 
with me, which they readily 
accepted. Accordingly, we all 
walked into a parlour, and had 
fcarcely emptied the firft de- 
canter, when I found an agree- 
able change in their humour--- 
the times were very fenfibly 
altered for the better. 

After informing them that I 

had 


bia Sch BR 4 aha aaa aria Py SE te A NS EE Ben ae ape “ake ad 
a en Eee See Tae See ee ee y ‘ r 





328 


had made the tour of Europe, 
and vifited both the Indies, I 
told them I never faw a coun- 
try where a pexfon of. enter- 
prife could, with a {mall be- 
ginning, fooner amafs an inte- 
reft, than in New England; 
and that, had they induftry 
and prudence, they might live 
like princes, obferving, at the 
fame time, that it was the fate 
of a fertile land to be poffefled 
by the moft indolent inhabi- 
tants, 

The gentleman undone by 
paper-currency, replies, you 
are certainly right, for it is no- 
thing but lazinefs that has ru- 
ined fo many of us, Ten years 

ft, I was not worth ten dol- 


ars: but determining to turn - 


matters to the beft advantage, 
{ bought a cheap farm, which 
cleared itfelf in five years, I 
have fince made confiderable 
additions, fo that 1 am now 
worth two thoufand pounds, 
befides my toffes in paper-mo- 
ney. 
After the colonel and fhoe- 
maker had each informed me, 
by what means they had amafl- 
ed very confiderable fortunes, 
the gentleman who was fo 
warm in his complaints againft 
the impolitic modes of taxati- 
on, fays, my neighbours, it is 
true, have been very fortu- 
nate, yet I could fearcely live, 
although my father had given 
mea pretty good farm, until 
about fix years fince. I then 
boughta jack at 751. and he 
has had between two and three 
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hundred mares every yeag 
fince, at two dollars the feafon, 
or at fourif I ventured: but 
this was nota'quarter of my 
profits ; for I bought moft of 
the mules at four months old, 
for 51. per head ; and having 
kept them ata fmall expence, 
one year only, I fold them from 
forty to fifty dollars the head, 
fo that my jack has cleared mig 
150]. hard money, every year 
fince I qwned him, and this 
would have been fomething 
clever ina few years _more, if 
our affembly could have been 
eafy without taxing him, 

My company having re~ 
tired, I found on enquiry, that 
the farmer had not in the leaft 
exaggerated the profits arifing 
fromhis jack-afs and mules; 
yet very few people in thi 
country are adventurous e- 
nough to undertake this moft 
lucrative branch of husbandry, 
Their fathers did not, and they 
are afraid; indeed, they con- 
fider nothing of the immenfe 
profits other countries have 
reaped from it, of which they 
cannot be ignorant, fince the 
high embargoes which are eve- 
ry where faid on them, to pre- 
vent their exportation, are well 
known, norare they awaked by 
feeing a few of their crafty cis 
tizens amaffing the largeft for- 
tunes by the culture of them,, 
fome of whora, by a narrow- 
nefs of fpirit, ufe every infi- 
nuation to perfuade their igno- 
rant countrymen that the 
market i¢ mot fufficient ; a8 

though 
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though Néw. England could 
raife more mules than are wan- 
red in the Weft India iflands, 
I might have faid in all South 
America, . 

The truth is, that husban- 
dry is fo unpopular a proteflion 
in this country, that few men 
of enterprifé go into it; confe+ 
quently you may judge of their 
agricultural improvements. 

_ [think this country hasshe 
moft natural advantages of any 
I ever faw ; for it is my real 
opinion, that barely the cul- 
ture of thofe mules, if vigo- 
roufly attended to, in a very 
few years would bring its in- 
habitants more than a fuffici- 
ency of cafh to difcharge their 
foreign debt, of which they fo 
loudly complain ; yet this, 
with the raifing of hemp, and 
many other lucrative branches 
cf husbandry, are almoft en- 
tirely neglected. 

6 SD SD 


Mr. Printer, 

Be pleafed to infert the follow- 
Letter addreffed to the Soci- 
ety for promoting Agricul- 
ture, and by them directed 
to be publifhed; and you 
will oblige 

Your very humble fervanr, 

T. PICKERING, Secretary. 

Profpeét, May 20th, 1787. 
Dear Sir, 
HAVE not heard that the 

A Philadelphia agricultural 

fociety have yet paid that at- 

tention to the Heffian fly, 
which I think the fubjeét me- 


rits. That at New York,-alar- 
med, at the ravages committed 
by this infect, has advertifed 
and requefted information re- 
fpecting it. 

in tr. Ofwald’s paper of 
the 7th of April laft, a letter to 
that fociety is inferted, from 
a gentleman, dated New York, 

eptember 1ft, 1786", which 
gives the beft account of the 
infect that I have feen. Having 
been an attentive obferver of 
its deftructive progrefs, I am 
exceedingly anxious that the 
Philadelphia fociety fhould di- 
rect their attention to it. If its 
whole hiftory can be afcertain- 
ed, a remedy againft it may be 
more eafily difeovered ; but it 
may be proper, for that pur- 
pofe, to collect all the obferva- 
tions which the lovers of agri- 
culture have in their power to 
communicate on the fubject. 

The inhabitants of the pro- 
vince of Angoumois, having, 
for thirty years, fuffered irre- 
parable loffes by an infect 
which deftroyed their wheat 
and other grain, meffts. Duhe~ 
mel and Tillet were deputed 
by the academy of fciences at 
Paris, of which they were meme 
bers, to enquire into the nature 
of this infect, and the means of 
preventing and curing the 
dreadful calamity the people 
laboured under. 

I would beg leave to pro- 
pofe, that in like manner the 
Philadelphia agriculturat foci~ 
ety appoint a committee to in- 

{pect 


® See American Maferm, p. 325. 
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fpect a number of fields of 
grain, infected with the Hefli- 
an fly ; toinform themfelves 
of its hiftory and progrefs, 
and the beft means of preven- 
ting its depredations. Some- 
thing of this fort is expected 
by the lovers of agriculture 
from your liberal and ufeful 
inftitution. 

It is faid that fome per- 
fons on Long I{land grow 
a fpecics of wheat, which 
this Ay does nor rouch; bur I 
have heard this contradicted 
by thofe who have been there. 
Would it not be worth while 
for the fociety to fend a perfon 
of obfervation, before the en- 
fuing harveft, to afcertain the 


matter? By his vifitinga num- | 


ber of fields fowed with that 
kind of grain, in the neigh- 
bourhood of other wheat, the 
truth may be arrived at; and if 
fuch wheat is really cultivated 
with certainty, whilft other 
grain is deftroyed, or injured, 
by the fly, I fhould fuppofe 
that no price for it would be 
efteemed too great for a fuffici- 
ent quantity to fusply a few 
farmers, with thcir whole ne- 
ceflary feed next Auguft, on 
condition of delivering the 
produce at a ftipulated price, 
to be diftributed as feed-grain 
the fucceeding year. I obferve 
in the correfpondence between 
‘ M. de Chateauvieux and mr. 
Duhamel, the former writes to 
the Jatter on the fubject of in- 
fects, as follows. 

“¢ Our wheats, in this month 
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“of May, 1755, have been, 
“* fubject to an accident, from. 
** which even the grain culti- 
** vated by the new husbandry 
** is not exempt, A number of 
‘‘white worms have been 
** found on at, which, after a 
‘* time, turn'to a chefnut co- 
** Jour; they placerthemfelves 
** berwixt the leavesand gnaw 
** the ftalk; they are common- 
“‘ ly found betwixt the firft 
“‘ joint and the root: the 
** talks on which they fix are 
‘* immediately ara ftand ; they 
“* prow yellow and wither. 
‘¢ The fame accident happen- 
** edin 1732: thefe infects ap- 
“* neared about the middle of 
“¢ May, and did fo much da- 
“mage that the crops were 
‘* fearcely worth any thing.” 
This defcription of M. de 
Chateauvieux, anfwers in eve- 
ry refpect to our Heffian fly; 
except that it conveys the idea 
of its haying motion, which 
indeed all the letters I have 
feen publifhed, would lead us 
to believe; whereas it remains 
in the fpot the fly difcharged 
it, with a certain portion of 
mucus, by which it is glued to 
the italk, from whence it de- 
rives its nourifhment. _Some- 
times but two or three of thefe, 
fly-blows are depofited on a 
ftalk of wheat ; on others a 
dozen cr more may be found, 
and are inevitable deftruction 
to it. When thefe are depofi- 
ted in the fall, whether they 
be few or many, that ftalk pe- 
tifhes; tt the root fhoots out 
other 
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other ftalks immediately, if the 
Weather continues favourable. 
If thefe fecond fhoots efcape 
the fly, they fometimes bear 
ears and grain, but of an in- 
ferior quality. 

_ This infect did not advance 
to my neighbourhood, to be 
obferved, until May, 1786. Ie 
is now increafed to an alarm- 
ing degree : infomuch that 
fome fields of green wheat 
in Middlefex, Somerfet, and 
Monmouth, were fo much in- 
jured laft Q@ctober, as to in- 
duce their ownets to plough 
them over, and fow rye. Other 
fields being partially injured, 
were left until their owners 
were enabled to judge what to 
do with them in the fpring. 
Some have ploughed them 
over; atid fowed f{pring-grain, 
which is certainly moft ad- 
vifeable, becaufe we ate al- 
ways fure of good {pring-crops 
on land that has been well 
tilled the preceding fummer, 
with the intention of fowing 
fall-grain. 

The infe&t in queftion has 
been equally deftructive in 
fome places to rye, and has 
taken poffeffion of timothy= 
grafs. William Parcterfon, ef. 
of Brunfwick, informs mé that 
ithad very much injured his 
fall-barley: but I have never 
yet received certain informa- 
tion, nor obferved, that it has 
feized uvon fpring-barley, or 
oats 3 though ithas undoubr- 


edly deitroyed whole fields of 


{pring-wheat in Morris county 
in this ftate. 


8 


‘ This agg is in its feveral 
ages of fly, worm, and chry~ 
falis, during all’ the foblens 
fummer, and fall—between 
the laft and firft frofts. I mean 
there are repeated fwarms of 
them during thofe feafons : 
but how long the refpective 
broods are in each of rhofe 
ftages, I have not yet been 
able to determine. They ree 
main in the laft«mentioned 
ftage all winter, attached to 
the ftalk or fieart of the wheat, 
by the mucus depoficed there, 
with them, by the fiy; and 
do not travel, as I have pers 
ceived, down into the roots 
under ground, as I have heard 
it fuppofed. , The firft fevere 
froft deftroys all. that are in 
the fly-ftate. Wheat and rye, 
fown after a fevere froft, have 
been known to efcape the Ay 
until fpring, and then have 
been partially injured by it. 
Whether any fuch fields have 
been entirely deftroyed, I can- 
not fay. I believe there is no 
doubr but this infect equally 
attacks grain fown in rich or 

oor foil: but the fame num- 

er of them cannot equally 
affect one as the other, for rea- 
fons too obvious to need men- 
tioning. Hence the farmer has 
encouragement to manure his 
lands well, and to hope for 
good crops. 

I have heard of no remedy 
being difcovered again{ft ‘the 
infect : but having myfelf 
been in the practice of rolling 
my grain in the fall and {pring, 
G and 
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and of feeding it clofe the 
firft dry weather in March or 
April, for other purpofes ;.and 
my wheat having efcaped the 
fly, whilft adjoining wheat of 
my neighbours was attacked, 
3 ee been led to conclude 
that the roller and the fheep 
have deftroyed it in its chry- 
falis ftate; fo tar as to prevent 
any perceivable injury. Whe- 
ther this is an effectual or 
only a partial remedy, remains 
to be determined by expe- 
rience. 

» I have this fpring both 
rolled and fed ofte field, and 
only fed another. Hitherto I 
perceive rio deprédations in 
either, although the flies were 


numerous ‘in both laft fall,- 
when I did not roll, beeaufe 
both fields being v 


ftony, 
and one remarkably fo, I was 
defirous firft to fone them, 
that the roller might have its 
proper effect :. but I had nor 
ftrength to complete either m 
time. 


Would it not be prope? 
for the. fociety to requeft of 
their prefident, to write a letter 
to the prefident of the agri- 
cultural fociety of Geneva, 
giving the neceffary informa- 
tion refpecting the Heffian Ay, 
and requefting to be informed 
if M. de Chateauvieux, or any 
others, found out a remedy 
for the infect deferibed in his 
above-recited letter to mr. Du- 
hamel ; and, it fo, what that 
remedy was, &c. 

If any member of the foci- 
ety can lend me a good micro- 
feope, I will endeavour to 
make further obfervations: 
From this time to harveft isan 
important feafon to do it in. 
Lam, with great refpect, 

dear fir, 

your moft obedient, 

humble fervant, 
GEORGE MORGAN. 
The prefident of the Phi- 
ladelphia agricultural 
fociety. 
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Critical Reflections on Style. 


By the late Dr. Ladd. 


“ Eft in quibufdam turba in- 
‘“anium verborum, quidum 
“* communem loquendi mo- 
“rem reformidant, du?ti 
“ fpecie nitoris, circumeunt 
“¢ omnia copiofa loquacitate 
$* que dicere volunt.”’ 

Quintil. lib. 7. 


HE general depravation 

of ftyle which diftin- 
guifhes fo many Enelifh wri- 
ters of modern date, muft af- 
ford matter of ferious alarm 
to the real philofogitt. By men 
of the firft reputation has 
found been fubitituted for 
fenfe, and tinfel for ornament, 
And we may anticipate a me- 
lancholy period, when the oti- 
ginal 
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ginal end of writing fhall be 
cnown only by the hiftoric 
page. It is true, there are ftill 
writers, who confider the com- 
munication of ideas as a pri- 
mary object: but, by far the 
greater number are abforbed 
in the ftructure of fentences. 
We may call them the ftyle- 
builders of the age, Their 
manner is loofe, florid, and 
pompous to the laft degree, 
Their fentences are filled with 
are. ig vt and period- 
ized with the greateft harmo- 
ny: but look not in their 
works, O reader, for ideas : 
the haplefs authors never pof- 
feffed them. 

The celebrated Hervey ap- 
pears to be the leader of the fio- 
rid ; dr. Johnfon, of the bom- 
baftic ftyle. They have both 
had their fhare in the perverfi- 
on of tafte: andour prefent 
manner feems a compound of 
both. Ihave formerly menti- 
oned Hervey, with perhaps too 
much feverity, as a writer of 
no genius. The fallies of ima- 
gination, which are fometimes 
found in his works,. have oc- 
cafioned me in fome meafure 
to retract that opinion. His 
genius is notwithftanding tri- 
vial and cold; his manner per- 
fectly difgufting. He is fol- 
lowed by a mob of admirers, 
and the vulgar take pleafure 
in his ftyle. But the croud of 
epithets, the pompous -affec- 
tation, the tinfel defcriprion, 
and the continued fweil of tur- 
gid, poetical dition, though 


533 
dazzling to the vulgar, are in* 
tolerable to the reader of real 
tafte : 

‘* All glares alike, without 

*¢ diftinction gay.” 

The great fecret of writing, 
as in painting, feems to confift 
ina regular and proper difpo- 
fition of ornament. The paint- 


“er coy!d not be acknowledged 


an artift, without a knowledge 
of light and fhade. Nor is it 
poffible for the writer who is 
always on ftilts, to be other- 
wife than tedious and difguft- 
ing. The Greek and Roman 
oratars were fo fenfible of this 
important fecret, that, in their 
public declamations, they fre- 
quently defcended to the 
meaneft ftyle. They: by thefe 
means gave more ftrength to 
every cemphatical paffage ; 
commanded more pathos; and 
made their confpicuous orna- 
ments, where ornaments were 
requifite, appear to the great- 
eft advantage. 

Dr. Johnfon, fetting afide 
his great popularity, was a 
more dangerous writer than 
Hervey. Hervey gave an ex- 
ample for bad ftyle: Johnfon 
corrupted the language. Tho’ 
Hervey was faulty in manner, 
his matter was generally Eng- 
lifh : but it would puzzie an 
Edipus to difcover the lan- 
guage of Johnfon. Hervey 
decorates the moft awful fub- 
jects with a florid poetical 
ftyle ; while Johnfon ftalks 
amidft trifles, in all the ma- 


jefty of borabaft. ' 
Critics 
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Critics have been ever of 
opinion, that frivolous fub- 
je“is require a light gay man- 
ner. Cuftom has eftablifhed 
the rule: and it has been fanc- 
tioned by writers of the firft 
character. But Johnfon’s ba- 
gatelles are dreft in all the dig- 
nity of metaphyfics. That pe- 
dantic genius treats of the toi- 
Jette and tea-table, in the 
fame ftiff, folemn manner 
with Defcartes explaining the 
nature and feat of the foul : 
and his periodical Ramblers, 
like the voyages of Aboulfa- 
ouaris, are all ‘* preat, magni- 
** ficent, and unintelligible.” 
From the union of the flo- 
rid and bombaftic manner, is 
formed the ftyle which at pre- 
fent obtains. This we would 
choofe to call, by way of dif- 
tinction, the frothy manner ; 
and is what modern writers 
have in idea, when they fpeak 
of a fublime ftyle ; a ftyle as 
far different from fublimity in 
writing, as tinfel is different 
from bullion; or as the mock 
majefty of the theatré differs 
from the grandeur of imperial 
magnificence. The writings of 
Johnfon, Hervey, Akenfide, 
‘Shaftesbury, and other frothy 
writers, have introduced this 
falfe fublime ; have perverted 
our tafte ; corrupted our ftyle ; 
and weakened, by the glitter 
of falfe ornaments, rhe native 
energy of true Englifh man- 
ner. There isa fpecies of com- 
pofition, which co not a little 
allifted in the introduction of 
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Critical Refletions on Style. . 


this corrupt tafte, Here we 
may comprehend all! produc- 
tions in what is called the ori- 
ental ftyle. This confifts of 
a forced, unnatural idiom, 
fwelled with epithets, fimiles, 
and the moft florid defcrip- 
tion; but is no more the ori- 
ental manner than the ftyle I 
am now writing: for the lan- 
guage of eaftern writers is fim- 
plicity itfelf. 

The celebrated dr. Blair hag 
very clearly marked the dif- 
ference of true and falfe fub- 
lime. A long quotation from 
his lectures will require no 
apology, as it is judicious and 
entertaining ; and at the fame 
light up- 
on what I have before ad- 
vanced, ‘* As for what is 
“* called the fublime ftyle, it 
**is for the moft part a very 
** bad one; and has no rela- 
“tion whatever to the real 
‘‘ fublime. Perfons are apt to 
** imagine, that magnificent 
“‘ words, accumulated epi- 
** thets, anda certain — 
** kind of expreffion, by rif- 
“¢ ing above what is ufual or 
“‘ vulgar, contributes to, or 
“Seven forms, the fublime, 
“¢ Nothing can be more falfe. 
‘In all the inftances of fub- 
‘lime writing, which I have 
‘¢ given, nothing of this kind 
“appears. ‘* God faid, let 
“‘ there be light, and there 
‘¢ was light.”’ This is ftriking 
“and fublime. Bur put it 
‘“into what is commonly 
called the fublime ftyle; 

sé The 
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The fovercign arbiter of 
** nature, by the potent ener- 
“‘ oy of a fingle word, com- 
“¢ manded the light to exift:” 
** and, as Boileau has well ob- 
* ferved, the ftyle, indeed, is 
* raifed, but the thought is 
‘fallen. In general, in all 
*§ pood writing, the fublime 
‘fies in the thought,- not in 
“the words: and, when the 
“thought is truly noble, it 
$* will, tor the moft part, clothe 
* itfelf in a native dignity of 
** language. The fublime, in- 
“* deed, rejects mean, low, or 
* trivial expreffions ; but is 
** equally an enemy to fuch as 
** are oo orl main feeret of 
** being fublime, is, to fay great 
* chings in few and plain words. 
**TIc will be found to hold, 
“* without exception, that the 
** moft fublime authors are the 
*fimpleft in their ftyle: and 
“wherever you find a writer, 
** who affects a more than or- 
“‘dinary pomp and parade of 
** words, and is always endea- 
* vouring to magnify his fub- 
“ject by epithets, there you 
may immediately fufpect, 
* chat, feeble in fentiment, 
“he is endeavouring to fup- 
“‘ port himfelf by mere ex- 
* dreffion.” 
Mr. Burgoyne, a gentleman 
etter diftinguifhed by his pen 
than his fword, has attempted 
to introduce this falfe fublime 
into the bufinefs of common 
life. The language of the bar, 
noted as a dry jargon, fhines 
ju his page, with epithets, fi- 
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miles, metaphors, and all the 
glitter of the frothy ftyle. But 
of all productions in the fub- 
lime ftyle, nothing for fubli- 
mity of nonfenfe, exceeds his 
famous proclamation. ‘* In 
confcioufnefs of chriftianity, 
my royal mafter’s clemency, 
and the honour of foldierfhip, 
I have dwelt upon this invita+ 
tion; and wifhed for more per- 
fuafive terms to give it iinpref- 
fion.’” What rotundity of pe- 
riod! What beauty of expref- 
fion is here! A fox coming in- 
to a carver’s fhop, was ftruck 
with admiration, at a head the 
artift had juft finifhed. Beau- 
tiful head! ‘exclaimed the fox, 
what pity is it, that thou are 
deftitute of brains! 

This falfe tafte, like an epi- 
demic contagion, has infected 
the whole fyftem of literature. 
Few are the writers of emi- 
nence, who have been able to 
avoid its\influence. To ftem 
the torrent of popular ap- 
plaufe, requires a degree of 
fortitude almoft fuperhuman ; 
a fortitude, with which eu- 
thors are feldom acquainted. 
The correct, the elegant Ro- 
bertfon, with forrow we are 
obliged to obferre, is not un- 
tainted. Even he has in fome 
inftances, given us examples of 
falfe ornament. But may the 
eve of criticifm be ever partial 
to his failings; for with him 
our language fhall live; wher 
the authors of Rambiers and 
Meditations, fhall fumber in 
oblivion. 

Ac 
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At prefent, this alarming re- 
volution of our tafte, feems to 
be making hafty ftrides in com- 
mon life. There are few rea- 
ders, who think a writer tole- 
rable, that is not magnificent. 
Overfeers write florid letters to 
their employers; and men in 
bufinefs publifh fublime ad 
vertifements ! 


<> => | => --<>-- 
On Hard Times. 
fi en fcarcity of cath is a 


yeneral complaint, and 
ir has got to be fo fafhionable 
to complain of hard times and 
the fearcity of money, that 
debtors feem to think that they 
have fufficiently fatisfied their 
creditors, if they tell them the 
times are hard and money 
{carce. Thishas folong been 
the theme, that the people al- 
moft univerfally believe it, al- 
though itisa falfhood. Every 
generation andage thinks the 
former days and times were 
better than the prefent. This, 
however, is a miftake, found- 
edon falfe furmifes, and vain 
jmaginations. The original 
principles of human nature are 
the fame in everyage, and ever 
have been fince the fall. Times 
are eafy where men do their 
duty; but when thcy deviate 
from that, and enter the road 
of vice, indolence, and licen- 
tiouNnefs, then difficulties em- 
barrafs, and troubles perplex 
tiem. 
Thecomplaint of hard times 
in this ftate is all imaginary ; 
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and as for cafh, according te 
my beft-information, there is 
enough in circulation for a me- 
dium. Thofe who:complain 
the loudeft of its fcarcity, 
have nothing with which to 
purchafe it. Indplence and 
extravagance in drefs are the 
fource trom which all the evils 
fo bitterly complained of, 
flow. Both reafon and reve- 
lation teach us, that the hu- 
man race were to live in this 
world by induftry, and to earn 
their bread by the fweat of 
their brow. On the producti- 
ons of the earth we depend for 
fubfiftence; and fpontaneous 
productions are not to be ex- 
pected; the earth muft be 


cultivated before fhe will yield 


her increafe. In a country 
like this, it cannot be expe t= 
ed, that all the inhabitants 
fhould live by commerce ; not 
indeed buta very few, in pro- 
portiontothe whole. Yet in 
this ftate, the people,as it were, 
drunk with the idea of gain, 
if they can but get into the 
mercantile line, are crowding 
into it, and to appearance 
feem to think that the whole 
community can live by buy- 
ing and felling European gew- 
gaus. This however isa mif- 
take which time muft teach 
and reform. Experience is the 
only teacher which mankind 
will believe ; and when wre | 
have learned by a fair trial, 
that indolence and craft will 
not fupport them, they will 
turn to induftry, and lead “~ 
an 





On Hard Times. $37 


| arid peaceable lives, in dili- 
gence and honefty. 

Agriculture is the very foul 
and life of chis ftate ; if that is 
neglected, difficulties will cer- 
tainly arife. Our own manu- 
factures muft alfo be encou- 
raged and carried on, if we 
mean to be an happy and inde- 
pendent people. For a few 
years paft the farmers have, to 
appearance, been viting with 
the merchants in drefs. They 
have neglected to manufacture 
their own wearing apparel ; be- 
caufe, fay they, our own ma- 
nufactures aré not fo hand- 
fome as foreign, neither aré 
they as ditrable or cheap. By 
this means they have reduced 
themfelves to poverty, and 
now loudly complain of the 
hardnefs of the times. A diffe- 
rent line of conduct muft be 
adopted ; induftry and frugali- 
ty muft be the ftability of our 
own and all other times. 

In a free and independent 
ftate, where republican princi- 
ples and fentiments are adopt- 
ed, by the peopleat large, the 
idea of equality breathes thro’ 
the whole, and every individu- 
al feels ambitious, to be ina 
jituation not inferior to his 
neighbour. Among us, the idea 
of inferiority, as of purfuing a 
mean employment or occupati- 
on, for a livelihood, mortifies 
the feelings, and fours the 
minds of thofe who feel them- 
felves inferior: and confe- 
quently the poor, to their great 
mjury, ftrive to be equal with 


the rich in drefs, if in nothin 

elfe. The farmer in the fiel 

will be found clad in as deli- 
cate a garment as the mer- 
chant behind his counter: this 
is utterly wrong and ¢annot 
be fupported. fet every one 
drefs according to the bufinefs 
he is ins If a man’s bufinefs is 
to meafure off cloths, and deal 
out clean delicate goods to cuf- 
tomers, he may as well ‘dtef? 
neat and elegant as ‘drherwife, 
and propriety dictates that he 
fhould. But if his employment 
be in the field; to plough and 
cultivate the earth, a different 
drefs becomes him: and the 
old adage will ever hold true, 
** He that will increafe in 
riches, muft not hoe ¢orn in 
filk breeches.” A frock and 


trowfers is as becoming a drefs 


fora farmer, when he is labours 
ing in the field, as a ruffled 
fhirt, a mankeen, velvet, or 
filk veft and breeches, and fus 
perfine broad cloth coat, is for 
the merchant in his fhop. 
There is propriety, uniformi- 
ty, and beauty to be obferved 
in every thing, and every 
thing is beautitul in its proper 
place. 

The other day I went to fee 
fome farmers who owed me a 
trifle. I found them in the 
field at work: one was clad in 
a velvet veft and breeches, and 
fine worfted ftockings ; the 
other in fattinet veft and 
breeches, ftockings like his 
companion, and a fine holland 
fhirr, with a ruffle at the 

bofom: 
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bofom. I asked them for. the 
money they owed me ; and 
received payment in the folid 
coin of ** money is exceeding- 
** ly fcarce: the times are "ey 
** hard: and it is an impofli- 
* ble thing to get money.” I 
offered to take ftock, or al- 
moft any other article ¢ but 
they had nothing to pay me, 
except land, and that they 
could nor fpare : fo my debt 
was difcharged by inability. 
The reafon why Imentioa this 
circumftance, is, to fhew that 
the extravagance of people ta 
decorate their bodies, is the 
origin of their poverty; and 
the hardnefs of the times ari- 
fes from a foolith pride. Every 
man is honourably and ele- 
gantly, dreffed; when he is 
dreffed fuitable to the bufinefs 
he is doing. 

Agriculture by fome is 
thought a very mean employ- 
ment : yet «thofe who efteem 
it as fuch, I will venture to 
fay are mere fimpletons, and 
the true principles of honour 
are not in them. Is it more 
honourable to bea fervant to 
every body, to weigh out an 
ounce of indigo, to draw a 
quart of melaffes, to meafure a 
yard of tafte, and take two 
pence for it, than to cultivate 
the earth, and reap the yellow 
harveft---to procure the ne- 
ecTaries and luxuries of life ? 
The employment of a farmer 
is really the moft honourable 
of any on earth. Where or 
what would be the mechanic, 


the lawyer, the phyfician, of 
the merchant, if it were not 
for the farmer ? Where or 
what would be the ftatefman, 
the prince, the emperor, or the 
monarch, with all their bril- 
liant equipages, were it not 
for the tarmer? Where would 
be the dazzling cities, and 
their {piry pride,were it not for 
the farmer ? The branches 
are not fo honeurable as the 
root: let them not, therefore, 
boaft of their own gaudy aps 
pearance, and defpife the root 
that bears them. The huf- 
bandman furely is worthy of 
much honouy, as he is the 
foundation on which king- 
doms and empires ftand.- Mo- 


-narchs and empérors are fup- 


porns by the induftry of the 
usbandman : and all theit 
greatnefs ftands on his fhoul- 
ders. Let him, therefore, be 
honoured and refpected, that 
his heart may be encouraged, 
and his hands ftrengthened, 
in his laborious and tirefome 
work, 
> SDD => «> 


Petition of an African Slave, 
to the Legiflature of Maffa~ 
chufetts. 


To the honourable the fenaté 
and houfe of reprefenta- 


tives, in general court af- 
fembled : 


The petition of Belinda, aw 
African, 
Humbly fhews, 
HAT feventy years have 
rolled away, fince fhe, 
on 
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Petition of an African Slavé. 


#n the banks of the Rio de 
Valea, received her exiftence. 
The mountains, covered with 
fpicy torefts-—the vallies; load- 
ed with the richeft fruits, 
fpontaneoufly preduced--join- 
ed to that happy temperature 
of air, which excludes excefs, 
would have yielded her the 
moft complete felicity, had 
not her mind received early 
impreffions of the cruelty. of 
men, whofe faces were like the 
moon, and whofe bows and 
arrows were like tlie thunder 
and the lightning of the 
clouds. The idea of thefe, the 
moft dreadful of all enemies, 
filled her infant flumbets with 
horror, and her noon-tide mo- 
ments with cruel apprehen- 
fions ! But her affrighted ima- 
gination, in its alk alarming 
extenfion, niever reptefented 


diftreffes equal to what the has 
fince really experienced: for 
before fhe had twelve years 
enjoyed the fragrance of her 
native groves, and ere fhe re- 
alized that Europeans placed 
their happinefs in the yellow 


duft, which fhe carelefsly 
marked with her infant foot- 
ftepseven when fhe, in a fa- 
cred grove, with each hand 
in that of a tender pdrent, 
was paying her devotion 
to the great Orifa, who 
made all things, an armed 
band of white men, driving 
many of her countrymen in 
chains, ruflied into thé hal- 
lowed fhades ! Could the tears, 
the fighs, and fupplications, 
burfed from the tortured pa- 


6 


$39 

rental affection, have blunted 

the keen re of avarice, fhe 

might have been refcued from 

agony, which many of her 
country’s children have felt, 

but which none have ever de= 
fcribed. In vain fhe lifted her 
fupplicating voice to an in- 
fulted father, and her cuiltlefs 
hands to a difhonoured deity! 

She was ravifhed from the bo- 
fom of her country, from rhe, 
arms of her friends, while the 

advanced age of her parents, 

rendering them unfit for fervi-= 
tude, cruelly feparated her 
from them for ever. 

Scenes which her imagina= 
tion had never conceived of, 
a floating World, the fporting 
monfters of the deep, and the 
familiar meetings of billows 
and clouds, itrove, but in vain, 
to divert her attention from 
three hundred Africans in 
chains, fufiering the moft 
excruciating torment ; and 
fore of them rejoicing that 
the patigs of death came like a 
balm to their wounds. 

Once more her eyesS were 
bleft with a continent: but 
alas! how unlike the land 
where fhe received her being } 
Here al! things appeared un- 
propitious. She learned to 
Catch the ideas, marked by 
the founds of language, only 
to. know that her doom was 
flavery, from which death 
alone was to’emancipate her. 
What did it avail her,. that 
the walls of her lord were hung 
with fplendor, and that the 
H dinit 





54° 


duft trodden under foot in her 
Native country, crouded his 
ates with fordid worfhippers ! 
he laws rendered her incapa- 
ble of receiving property: and 
though fhe was a free moral 
agent, accountable for» her 
own actions, yet never had 
fhe a moment at her own dif- 
pot Fifty years her faithful 
ands have been compelled ‘to 
ignoble fervitude for the be- 
*nefit of an Ifaac Royall, until, 
as if nations mutt be agitated, 
and the world convulfed, for 
the prefervation of that free- 
dom, which the Almighty Fa- 
ther intended for all the hu- 
man race, the prefent war 
commenced. The terrors of 
men, armed in the caufe of 


freedom, compelled her mafter 


to fly, and to breathe away 
his life in a land, where law- 
lefs dominion fits enthroned, 
pouring blood and vengeance 
on all who dare to be free. 
The face of your petitioner 
is now marked with the fur- 
rows of time, and her frame 
feebly bending under the op- 
reffion of years, while fhe, 
the laws of the land, is de- 
nied the enjoyment of one 
morfel of that immenfe wealth, 
a part whereof hath been ac- 
cumulated by her own induf- 
try, and the whole augment- 
ed by her fervicude. 
herefore, cafting herfelf 
at the feet of your honours, 
as to a body of men, formed 
for the extirpation of vaffal- 
age, for the reward of virtue, 
and the juft returns of honeft 
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induftry---the prays that fuch 
allowance may be made her, 
out of the eftate of colonel 
Royall, as will prevent her, 
and her more infirm daughter, 
from mifery in the greateft ex- 
treme, and fcatter comfort 
over the fhort and downward 
path of their lives : and fhe 


will ever pray. 
BELINDA. 
Bofton, February, 1782. 
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A ddrefs to the Heart, on the 
Subject of American Slave- 
ry. 

WAKE! ye whofe hearts 

are attuned to fympa- 

thy! ye whofe minds have 
tafted the fweer cup of bene- 
volence, and who ofefs 
humbly to imitate the glorious 

Saviour of the world! deign 

for a moment to think, and 

defpife not the meaneft of your 
brethren, for the high and the 
low are of one blood ; the 
firft and the laft the fame in 
the eye of heaven! Be thanks 
ful that the Father of mercies 
has bleffed you with abun- 
dance, that ye may diffufe 
happinefs around yeu: and 
pride not yourfelves in riches, 
for to the God of the rich and 
the poor, the whole earth be- 
longs ; nor in knowledge, for 
ye are all born alike in igno- 
rance. | 

Who can fupplicate the 

God of the univerfe, and re- 

ject the fupplications of his 

diftrefled creatures, over wh " 
¢ 












he has appointed them as 
ftewards 2 Who can pray for 
mercy, rendering none ? or 
expect gratitude, torgetting to 
be grateful ? Remember who 
eceated you, and of what---of 
duft! Remember the conde- 
fcenfion of Chrift ; how he 
loved you ; his fufferings for 
your redemption, and at what 

rice he bought it--the price 
of his blood ! Remember the 

reat command he gave to his 
F lloweed, to love their neigh- 
bours as themfelves, and to 

eftow benefits as they would 
receive them! Forget not 
yourfelves for a moment, in 
the days of your profperity, 
for the earth itfelf is in canti- 
nual motion ! 

The miferies of many are 
full! The cries of oppreffed 
men rife from the duft, for the 
iron hand of tyranny has long 
been heavy ! Ye who repofe 
under the delightful fhades of 
peace--ye whofe rights and 
property fear no invafion--ye 
whofe nights of foft flumber 
are undifturbed, whofe days 
are fpent in conjugal love, 
and whofe children are 2 
ing in age, under the kind in- 
dulgencies of parental affee- 
tion, forget, for a moment, 
the voluptuous couch, the 
luxurious table, the {plendid 
equipige, the fumptuous robe, 
the enchanting {cenes, and in- 
toxicating pleafures, that fur- 
round you ; and confider that 
many of your poor brethren 
ere harraffed with the heavy 
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labour that procures them ! 
you are enjoying the choiceft . 
fruits of the earth, and they 
confidered only as beafts of 
burden. They have children 
as yourfelves, and are fubject 
to the fame feelings. 

Thé poor African is to-day 
reclining in the arms of balmy 
reft, under the tree which was 
planted by his father for a 
fhade. His little infants are 
playing on his neck, as he refts 
on his couch of reeds. He 
fmiles at their gambols, and 
the fathers of the valley ar- 
rive, to amufe with the tales 
of their former years, the men 
and maids who are gathering 
to the feaft. The rice is ready, 
the fruits are collected, and 
the palm * flows for the wel- 
come guefts. The warbling 
voice is loud in the fetifh 
grove tT: the fong rifes, and 
the dance begins. Their fef- 
tive joys continue, and whilft 
innocence and virtue reign, 
the open eye of heaven ap- 
proves. A cloud rifes in the 
weft, The journey of the 
whirlwind is not more rapid 
than its progrefs. The flames 
of the furrounding villages af- 
cend, and the fhrieks of the 
dying victims are now the 
only mufic of the groves! 
Can the bleating of the lamb 
raife the pity of the wolf? 
No: nor the cry of th. babe 


* Palm-tree, from which 
runs their wine. 

+ Sacred grove of their gods. 
fay 
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ftay the hand of the barbarous 
ruffan! The afflicted mother 
js torn {rom her child, for the 
protecting hand of the father 
is laid low in the duft. The 
brother cinnot mingle tear 
with brother, nor take a part- 
ing look, ior they are for ever 
divided. The daughter can 
enjoy no longer the love of 
her. parents, nor the iriendf{hip 
of her companions of the 
morning, for one black night 
has feparated them all. The 
cries of women render more 
piercing the hideous yells of 
midnight. The groans of men 
are heard with the clanking 
of chains! Where is now the 
fong of mirth ? Where is now 
the foft tale of love ? The val- 


Jey of Morni is now become | 


the valley of death! The fa- 
cred groves are become the 
fhades of mifery! The march 
of groans is begun! Weeks 
pafs, where the defart brook is 
dry: the hor fands burn, and 
the breeze forgets to blow! 
The tender. youths fink: the 
arms of death eatch them ! 
The dungeons of the fhip are 
open: the heavy chains. are 
in tune: they clink to the 
mifery of man. The fiend of 
the earth is awake: he travels 
the deck in darknefs ! The 
rolling fea hurries the heav~ 
ing hearts: the fighing fouls 
efcape! Happy fouls ! for you, 
died the Saviour of the world ! 
The groans of a hundred men, 
the fighs of a hundred women, 
the cries of a hundred youths, 
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are one! Their tears mingle 
with the wave that dafhes over, 
Silence’ prevails, and the dead 
bodies ate thrown to the 
watchful fharks, whofe rave- 
nous jaws are glutted with the 
fieth of men! The markets in 
the weft are full of flaves. The 
tathers cf oppreffion are there: 
their flinty hearts regard them 
as beafts of burden. 

The doom of the children 
of Afzica is fixed; their lot is 
dreadiul bondage !| O chrif- 
tianity |! thou, whofe mild 
teacher taught felf-denial to 
the world, and died to deliver 
and blefs mankind, can thy 
proieffors make captive and 
deftroy their brethren ? The 
name of chriftian has been ab- 
horred by Negroes and In- 
dians!: Chrift, has feen ‘his 
name rejected: the caufe is 

efore him; for his eye is 
upon all fleth. 

Come thou, of peaceful 
foul, to my garden, in the land 
of flavery : it is a retreat 
well fuited to a contempla- 
tive mind. The high moun- 
tains that furround, preferve 
it from the ftorm: and the 
hanging wood is beautifully 
foftened by their fhades. See 
the bower, to which I invite 
my friends. This was planted 
by my faithful old man, whe 
keeps watch in my garden. 
The fittke murmuring brook, 
that wanders along the valley, 
feldom forgets to run, and 
dafhing down the rock, daz- 
zles in the fun-beam. Upon 

that 
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that rock fits the night-hawk. 
Liften ! for the turtle-doves 
are cooing, and the mild notes 
of the woodland thruth, are 
ftill heard. The fun tinges the 
clouds: and how rich are the 
warm tints of the mountains! 
The evening ftar already twin- 


kles : and the fable wing of 


night is fpreading from the 
eait, See that poor flave af- 
eending the hill under a heavy 
load. He whiftles, tor the fun 
is fetting, and his time of reft 
is near. ** He whiftles, there- 
‘* fore he 1s happy.” No: he 
often walks penfively on the 
hill, and he fometimes refts 
his burden upon that old 
ftump, faying: ‘‘ Hark! O 
** fun! thou, whofe chearful 
* beams have often enlivened 
** my foul, thou art now fink- 
“* ing behind the world. When 
** thou rifeft, thou wilt be- 
** hold my country ! thou wilt 
“fee my wife and children ! 
*“‘ my wife and children! Do 
“they want bread? Perhaps 
‘¢ they lament the lofs of Mor- 
‘ni! He is faraway: and to 
‘¢ them, and to himfelf, Morni 
** is dead! Where doft thou 
‘live, O fun! and where 
‘is thy bed ? When thou 
** throweft upon my country 
* thy firft look in the mor- 
** ning, the young men will 
* rife with fhouts of joy to 
** {tring their bows, but---I 
**am here! When my wife 
** rifes, the labour of the day 
** will be heavy, for Morni is 


** here ; and who fhall help 
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‘*my-babes, for. their ‘hands 
** are ftill feeble 2 The lion 
*‘ ranges free in the defart : 
“and in his ftrength, the 
** young lions rejoice’: but 
** where is the arm of Morni ? 
“*his children weep without 
‘‘help. They refufe now to 
** cafte the wine of his palras. 
** They look at his cup: and 
** the partner ot his happy 
** days mourns, for Morni is 
** dead to her! He wanders 
‘fon the mountain far from 
**her: he drinks at the little 
**fpring : but thou, O fun, 
ss drinken the reft, Carry it 
*‘with the morning to the 
** prounds of my children ; 
**and fpare them from the 
“* mifery of Morni.! When 
“* they retire to reft, let their 
** flumbers be fweet, and let 
“‘them not dream of Morni, 
** for Morni fhall behold them 
‘“mo more | When I rife in 
**the morning to the labour 
** of the day, awake them not; 
** tis too early. Thou art fink- 
“ing faft, O fun ! and-the 
** dead fong of night is heard 
** now in the houfe of the wife 
** of Morni. He is here on the 
** dull mountain, and muft 
** 90 to his folitary hut. Who 
*‘ will receive him there ? 
“« Where is his wife 2? Where 
‘Sare his children? His wife 
“¢ ives him no welcome. His 
¢¢ infants tell him not their 
“< pleafing tales. The foul of 
*¢ filence dwells in his hut! 
‘* His faithful dog watches at 
‘*his door: poor dog! thou 
“+ loveft 
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** loveft me, and thy mafter 
** loves thee : but where. is 
** now his pleafure ? He fhall 
““fee his family no more! 
** Farewell, fun! farewell 
“‘flars ! Be ye happy, and 
*‘ reign for ever! Blefs my 
** mafter! He is good : but he 
** feels not the weight of the 
** bur-en of Morni.”—-Again 
he whiitles, and retire sbehind 
the hill. 

Paufe a while, ye of tender 
minds; and let the miferies of 
others be your own. Look 
upon your tender offspring : 
remark ye not the innocence 
of your babes ? fee ye not the 
pleafing fmiles of your beau- 
tif:l. daughters? the ripening 
knowledge of your vigorous 
fons? They reward in Reste: 


ning the toils of the weary 
day. Your labours are forgot- 


ten. They are happy: and 
the hearts of their parents 
unite in rapturous embraces, 
giving praife to the God of 
mercy: happy days ! happy 
years! roll on! No: forget 
them: the winter of your 
joys comes. Behold the bloody 
flag of a pirate! your tender 
fmiling babes are torn from 
you: and ye fee them ftill 
{miling in heavenly innocence 
on their barbarous captors! 
The hair of your beauteous 
virgins is whirled in the defart 
blaft ; and their piercing cries 
difregarded by their cruel 
fpoilers! The hands of your 
fons are fettered. Their heavy 
hearts heave in filence : and 
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their knees totter under the 
weighty. fpoils of their own 
fathers. The big tear bedews 
the palid cheek of the mother 
of mifery: but the father’s is 
dry, and his eye fixed in 
horror. 

The morn arrives, and the 
fun fhines as yefterday ; the 
sky as ferene as before: the 
flowers fmell as fweet as ever: 
the birds fing with equal 
melody : the river runs as 
feabotaty, the tree appears as 
ftately, and its boughs play 
with the zephyr: the diftant 
grove looks as purple, and the 
hill in the horizon has the 
fame blue tint: but the mind 
of man is in a dark cloud— 


the gloomy nigh ftill hangs 


over his foul. The day, tho’ 
alive, is dead to man, and its 
beauties are now no more, 
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An Account of the melan- 
choly fituation, and oie 
prifing deliverance of a 
young man, occafioned by 


a late rifing of Sufque- 


hannah river. 


LS aa er a river 
has hardly been known to 
rife to that height, and fo fud- 
denly as in the laft frefhes. 
Two young men in feparate 
canoes, went out to a fifh-pot 
in the evening, in order to get 
fome fith ; one of them being 
more accuftomed to attend the 
fifhery, perceived the river 
rifing very faft, and told the 
other to haften afhore ; but he 

was 
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was fo entertained in feeing 
the fith tumbling into the por, 
that he delayed, till he was 
convinced of his danger. He 
then made loofe his canoe, 
and made towards fhore; but 
by this time the river ran fo 
rapidly, and ftill rifing fo faft, 
and he being unacquainted 
how to manage his little veffel, 
was carried down the ftream, 
and driven on an ifland near 
Bald Friar ferry. : 

He inftantly made faft his 
canoe, and climbed a tree :--- 
he had the prefence of mind 
to conclude he muft lodge in 
the tree that night, and very 
probably might flumber or 
fleep, and confequently fall 
into the river: for by this 
time the ifland was over- 
flowed, and the river rifing 
greatly. 

He then defcended the tree, 


and waded to where he left his 
canoe, but behold it was gone; 
the water had rifen fo faft, 
that the ftaple was drawn our, 
and left the chain as he had 


faftened it. He then took his 
chain and climb’d up the tree, 
and tied himfelf faft, fo that if 
he fhould fall afleep, he might 
be preferved from falling. 

In this diftreffing fituation 
he continued three days and 
three nights, without any fuf- 
tenance, the river fill rifing 
and tearing up by the roots al- 
moft every tree on the ifland. 
No door of hope feemed to 
open for his relief. He was dif- 
Covered _ by fundry people, 
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but’ none would dare to 
venture for hishelp: befides, 
there was not a veffel left 
on fhore for fome confiderable 
diftance, all having been fwepe 
down the rapid ftream. 

At length two refolute 
young men went in queft of a 
veffel, and got a large canoe 
three or four miles up the ri- 
ver ; the owner told them they 
were welcome to it, but was 
much afraid of the confe- 
quence: yet, as their intenti- 
on was great and laudable, he 
hoped providence would pro- 
test them. 

They then ftript off, and fet 
out, and ina very little time 
arrived at the ifland, found the 
poor young man in the pofiti- 
on above defcribed, took off 
his chain, put him on board, 
and carried him fafe on fhore. 

The extacy he was in when 
his relief came, cannot be def+ 
cribed :-----He burft into a 
flood of tears. 

It is remarkable, when 
they got on fhore, and had a 
fteep hill to afcend to a houfe, 
he appeared to have more 
ftrength and activity than the 
others, notwithftanding his 
long abftinence. He fays, du- 
ring the time he contiuued on 
the tree, he felt no defite for 
any food, but was fomewhat 
dry the laft day; but when he 
got to the houfe, he drank ex~ 
ceflively of water. 

Surely we may take up the 
pialmift’s grateful and affect- 
ing language, fo often ee 
e 
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ed in the 107th pfalm: ‘*O 
** that men would praife the 
“Lord for his goodnefs, and 
“‘ for his wonderful works to 
*¢ the children of men!” 
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The influence of Free Mafon- 
ry upon Socisty, philofo~ 
phically: enquired . into : 
with an account of the In- 
ftitution. 

HE facts which I fhal 
attempt to prove, in 
the prefent inveftigation, are 
thefe: that the inftieution of 
free mafonry has an abfolute 
tendency to inculcate every 
thing laudable and ufeful to 
fociety ; and that its leading 
qualities are philanthropy well 
directed, morality pure, fecre-+ 
cy inviolable, and a tafte for 
the fine arts. 

It may be obferved, that 
Solon, Lycurgus, Numa, and 
all the other political Jegifla- 
tors, have not been able to 
render their eftablifhments du- 
rable ; and that however fa- 
gacious might have been their 
laws, they had at no time the 
power to expand themfelves 
over all countries, and im all 
ages. Having litele more in 
view than vicioeries and con- 
quefts, military violence, and 
the elevation of one people 
above another, they were ne- 
ver univer(2!, nor confonant 
to the tafte, or genius, or in- 
tereft of all nations. Philan- 
thropy was not their bafis. 
The hove of country, badly 


underftood, and pufhed inte 
limits on which they fhould 
not verge, often deftroys in 
warlike republics, the love of 
general humanity. Men are 
not to be effentially diftin- 
guifhed by the difference of 
tongues which they fpeak, of 
clothes which they wear, of 
countries which they inhabir, 
nor of dignities with which 
they are ornamented. Thé 
whole world is no other than 
one great republic, of which 
each nation is a family, and 
each individual a child. ‘ 

Tt was to revive and re- 
animate fuch maxims, that the 
fociety of free mafons was firft 
inftituted. The great and firft 
defign was to uni¢e all men of 
fenfe, knowledge, and wor- 
thy qualities, not only bya 
reciptocal love of the fine 
arts, but {till more by the great 
principles. of virtue; where 
the intereft of the fraternity 
might become that of the 
whole human race ; where 
all nations might increafe in 
knowledge ; and where every 
fubject of every country might 
exert himfelf without jealou- 
fy; live without difcord, and 
embrace mutually, without 
forgetting, ot too ferupulouf- 
ly remembering, the fpot in 
which he was born. What 
obligations do we not ewe to 
thofe fuperior fouls, who, 
without liftening to the fug- 
eeftions of intereft, or the na- 
tural defire to furpafs others in 
power, firft conceived am 
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tftablifhment, whofe end was 
the re-union of the under- 
ftanding and the heart, to 
render both better by the 
contact ! 

The fanc&tity, which at- 
tends the moral qualities of 
this focietv, is the next branch 
of the fubject worthy of ob- 
fervation. Religious ~ orders 
were inftituted to make men 
more perfect chriftians : mili- 
tary orders were founded to 
infpire a love of glory: but 
the order, of matonry was in- 
ticuted to moralize and form 
men into good -citizens and 
good fubjects; to make them 
inviolable in their promifes, 
faithfu! votaries to the god of 
friendfhip, humane, and more 
lovers of liberality than of re- 
compence. 

But, free mafonry is not 
bounded by the difplay of vir- 
tues merely civil. Asa fevere, 
favage, forrowtul, and mifan- 
thropic kind of philofophy, 
difgutts its votaries, fo the ef- 
tablifhment under confidera- 
tion, renders men amiable by 
the attraction of innocent 
pleafures, pure joys, and ra- 
tional gaicties. The fenti- 
ments of this fociety are not 
fuch as a world which loves 
ridicule, may be tempted to 
fuppofe. Every vice of the 
head and the heart is excluded. 
Libertinifm, irreligion, incre- 
dulitv, and. debauchery, are 
banifhed as unqualified. The 
meetings of the mafons refem- 
ble thofe amiable entertain- 


6 


ments fpoken of by Horace, 
where all thofe are made wels 
come guefts, whofe under- 
ftandings may. be enlightened, 
whole hearts may be mended, 
or who may be any way emu- 
lous to excel in the true, the 
good, or the preat. 


** © noes coenzque Deum ! 
**Sermo oritur non de regnis, domis 


‘© bufque alients : 

+-——---=** Sed quod magis ad nos 

** Rertinet, et ncfcire malum eft, agi« 
**tamus : utrumnhe 

*‘Diviriis homines, an fint virtute 
*¢ beati ?”* 

From the fociety in quef- 
tion, are banifhed all thofe 
difputes, which might alter 
the tranquility of triendfhip, 
ofMinterrupt that perfect har- 
mony, which cannot fubfift 
but by rejecting all indecent 
exceffes, and every difcordane 
paffion. The obligation im- 
pofed uron this order, is, that 
every member is to protect a 
brother, by his authority ; to 
edify him by his virtues; to 
affift him in any exigence; to 
facrifice all perfonal refent- 
ment; and to feek diligently 
for every thing that may con- 
tribute to the pleafure and 
profit of the fociety. 

True it is, that this fociety 
rath its fecrets : but let not 
thofe who are not initiated, 
laugh at the confeflion: for 
thofe figurative figns, and fa- 
cred words, which conftirute, 
among free mafons, a language 
fometimes mute and fome- 
times cloguent, will prevent 
impofition, communicating ac 
the preatett diftance, and dif- 
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tinguifh the true member from 
the falfe, of whatever country 
or tongue he may be. 

Another quality required of 
thofe who enter into the order 
of free mafonry, is a tafte for 
all ufeful fciences, and liberal 
arts of all kinds, Thus the de- 
corum expected from each of 
the members, is a work which 
no academy nor univerfity 
has fo well eftablifhed. The 
name of free mafon, therefore, 
ought not to be taken in a li- 
teral fenfe, as if the inftitutors 
had been really workers in 
ftone and in marble. There 
were not only able architects, 
but many princes, both war- 
like and religious, dedicat@d 
theirtalents and their fortunes, 
under this banner, to the Moft 


High. 

And this leads me naturally 
to prefent an abridged hiftory 
of the origin and progrefs of 
the order of free mafonry. 

In the times of the holy 
wars in Paleftine, a great num- 
ber of princes, nobles, and ci- 
tizens, entered into a fcheme 
to eftablith chriftian temples 
in the holy land; and engaged 
themfelves to employ their ta 
lents and fortunes to give 
them all the primitive advan- 
tages of architecture. They 
agreed amoneft themfelves to 
ufe certain fiens and fymboli- 
cal words to diftineuith them- 
felves. Thefe myfteries were 
never ‘communicated but to 
thofe who folemnly promifed 
at the foot of the altar, never 


to reveal them. Bur this facred 
promife, fo far from being the 
impious and unmeaning oath 
which fome people imagine, 
was that refpectable guaran- 
tee, In order to nite men of 
all nations in the fame confta- 
ternity. Free mafonry, there- 
fore, ought not to be looked 
upon asa revival of bacchana- 
lian diflipation, or feandalous 
intemperance ; but as a moral 
order, inftituted by virtuous 
men, with a view to recall the 
remembrance of the moft fub- 
lime truths, in the midft of 
the moft innocent and focial 
pleafures, founded on liberati- 
ty, morality, and charity. 

The kings, princes, and no- 
blemen, on theif.return from 


‘the holy land, eftablithed a 


number of lodges: and in the 
time of the laft cruifade, we 
find feveral of thefe were 
erected in Germany, Italy, 
France, and Spain. 

King James of Scotland 
was grand mafter of a lodge 
eftablifhed at Kilwinnen, in 
the year 1286, a fhort time af= 
ter the death of Alexander the 
third,.one year before Baliol 
mounted the throne. This 
prince received into his lodge, 
the earls of Gloucefter and 
Ulfter. 

After the expiration of the 
cruifades, the difcomfiture of 
the chriftian armies, and the 


triumph of Bendoeder, fultan ~ 


of Egypt, Henry III. of Eng- 
land, feeing there was no 
longer any fecurity for the 
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mafons in the holy land, led 
them from Paleftine, and ef- 
tablithed his colony of bro- 
thers in England. 

As prince Edward was en- 
dowed with all thofe qualities 
of the heart and underftand- 
ing, which form the hero, he 
publicly declared himfelf pro- 
cector of the order; and gave 
it the name of the free mafon 
fociety. From England, the 
inftitution paffed into France ; 
and f{pread itfelf into Germa- 
ny, under the prorection and 
patronage of the late king of 
Pruffia. Je is, at this time, 
flourifhing in all the civilized 
ftates of Europe and America, 
alfo in the European fettle- 
ments in the Eaft Indies. Its 
univerfality is a proof of its 
value and worthy tendency : 


and if, by means of this fhort 
effay, any one acquires a clear- 
er idea of its origin and intent 
than he had before, the pains 
and purpofe of writing it will 
be amply an{wered. 
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Confequences of Extrava- 
gance, 


Mr. Printer, 


EFORE the war, I moved 

my family from a neigh- 
bouring ftate to this city, 
hoping to indulge my wife, 
to live happy, and to bring up 
my children in the way of 
uprightnefs, frugality, and ine 
duftry. When wearrived here, 
my wife, although married but 
pwo years, had bleffed me with 
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a fine boy and a girl. All the 
attendants in my family were 
a lad I brought with me, and 
a female hired here. 

Frugality, and ftrict attene 
tion to a little fhop, in which 
I did bufinefs to advantage, 
made me a happy man: but 
as foon as our neighbours 
found we were thriving, vi- 
fitors crouded from all the 
houfes in the fquare, to pay 
their refpects to my wife. This 
gave me great fatisfaCtion at 
firft; but was afterwards the 
occafion of much difquiet to 
me: for, from this time, ‘m 
wife gave me no peace nor afe 
fiftance. She wondered how I 
could remain a poor retailer 
of goods, when men of lef 
abilities than I, were mere 
chants: and, for her part, fhe 
would ftand no more behind 
my counter, to be a fhop- 
woman. 

Men, in* general, have a 
good opinion of themfelves : 
and I thought, with my wife, 
that a more extenfive way of 
bufinefs might advance our 
character, fortune, and the 
intereft of our family. I come 
menced merchant extenfivee 
ly ; was concerned in fhips¢ 
wrote at offices, without fear, 
every rifque that offered, al- 
though, when [ arrived in thig 
city, all my fortune was four 
hundred dollars, and a hun- 
dred and ten pounds made 
clear by keeping fhop. Thie 
was my beginning as a mer- 
chant. As I was now ina faire 
Way 
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way of doing well, vifitors in- 
creafed. I took a convenient 
houfe, at the defire or com- 
mand of my wife; and in- 
creafed my fervants to houfe- 
keeper, cook, kitchen-maid, 
chambermaid, wet and dry 
nurfe, and waiting man. The 
vifitors of my wife began to 
think that fhe (poor deceived 
girl) was more of a lady than 
any of the club: but if fhe 
fhould fet up a carriage, no- 
thing would keep her from 
being at the head of her ace 
guaintance. This of all things 
pleafed my wife. 

One morning, as we were 
eonverfing in bed, fhe appear- 
ed vases. Rev loving ; and 
feemed as if atl her attention 
was placed on pleafing me. Af- 
ter this, and pafling fome 
compliments on my fuccefs 
as a merchant, and the exer- 
tions [ was making to advance 
the intereft of our little ones, 
fhe faid that nothing was now 
wanting, as her female friends 
told her, to make her rank 
with the firft in the place, 
but a neat chariot, and a pair 
of bays. ThisI ftarted at, and 
pofitively refufed: on which 
a controverfy took place, 
which forced me to remind 
my wife, of her and my fitua- 
tion a few years ago: but all 
in vain. For two weeks I lived 
the life of a dog. The vifitors, 
when I came into the room, 
would not fpeak to me: and, 
in fhort, my poor wife was fo 
far mifled, as to leave my 


~ 


fort was im vain: 


houfe, and fleep for .twenty- 
two nights at the houfe of one 
of her friends. Al this time, 
my character was in the hands 
of goffips: and, at laft, the 
men began to look fhily-on 
me : and indeed fome of them, 
who were very intimate, de- 
clined the civilities of the har, 
declaring that a bad husband 
ought be put in Coventry by 
all good ones. Of all this I 
knew the meaning; but was 
forry I could not have weight 
enough with my wife, to ex- 
plain, to her conviction, the 
fituation of my affairs, in fuch 
a manner, as.to convince her 
of the impropriety of her de- 
fire. Every attempt of this 

for her 


friends (although fhe had not 
one in the place) told her 


I was a man of fortune ; that 
I wanted to break her heart, 
by keeping her from the things 
fhe was entitled to, that an- 
other wife, younger than her, 
migee enjoy what was her 
right. 

I begged my wife to let her 
reafon return ; and not to be- 
lieve mifchievous, ill-difpofed 
people, who had a defign on 
her happinefs and mine, and 
in a particular manner on the 
future welfare of our children. 
All this was to no purpofe: 
for fhe declared fhe had ig trem 
the beft authority, I was a man 
of great fortune ; and if I did 
not live up to it, fhe muft leave 
me the fix fmall children, and 
would go elfewhere : for to be 
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kept without the comforts 
otaer women had, was what 
fhe wou'd not fubmitto. On 
this I looked at my dear delu- 
ded wife, with our fix {weet 
children ; and told her, and 
the eldeft girl, who was en- 
tirely in her mother’s belief, 
although a child, that I fhould 
comply with what was _wifhed 
from me. Yet knowing my 
own fituation, which was bad 
enough from loffes in a variety 
of ways, I rold her that we 
would all have reafon to re- 
pent this facrifice of juftice 
for an appearance of greatnefs. 
This, to my wife, had the ap- 
pearance of a fentiment from 
a niggardly husband. 

In fhort, the carriage was 
got, and the bays were put to 
it. Up one ftreet it went, and 
down another, till the wheels, 
in nine days, were all dafhed 
to pieces. Our driver was an 
Englifhman, who could touch 
the poft at every corner, in 
full trot, without doing the 
leaft injury. This, of all 
things, pleafed my wife: but 
my fears for her were great, 
as the fellow never went on 
the box, without a bottle of 
the belt Madeira. For fix 
months, we were the only peo- 
ple in the neighbourhood of 
any confequence. Our houfe 
was full at all hours of the 
day : and the beft of every 
thing was handed to the moft 
common acquaintance, Of all 
this I made a calculation ; and 
found my expences, in four 


5st 
months, toamount to feven- 
teen hundred dollars. The 
ftatement I handed to my 
wife, who, by this time, had 
cot her mind a little compofed, 
She began to think for her- 
felf, and what would be the 
confequence of this fhame- 
ful extravagance, and deter- 
mined to live happy with her 
family as ufual---banifhing the 
croud of vifirors, who not on~ 
ly deceived her, but from a 
fpirit of wickednefs, reported 
that her only motive for get- 
ting a carriage, was to indulge 
herfelf in an impure, illicit 
way, to be revenged of me 
for depriving her of things 
which others of her acquaint~ 
ance had. 

The curfed carriage is fene 
to Virginia. The bay horfes 
were fent over to Jerfey, and, 
in the lait rifing of the waters, 
drowned. The cook, of all 
things the moft pernicious in 
a family, is fent off: alfo the 
chambermaid, (who, by-the- 
bye, often threw herfelf in my 
way, that fhe might be mif- 
taken for her miftrefs in her 
abfence), with the wet nurfe, 
(who, in my opinion, was as 
dangerous in my houfe, as the 
overflowings of a tide in my 
ftore), are banifhed: and now 
my dear wife and I, when the 
affair of her character is fet~- 
tled, which I think will take 

_up two courts, will begin to 
live as we formerly did. 

The above relation I fend 

you in order that others may 
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profit by it—but in particular 
undefigning good-hearted wo- 
men, who are exceedingly mif- 
taken, when they conceive all 
thofe their friends, who drink 
tea with them. 
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Meteorological Imaginations 
and Conjectures. By Ben- 
jamin Franklin, L. L. D. F. 
R. §. Acad. Reg, Scient, 
Parif. Soc. &c, 


HERE feems to bea regi- 
on higher in the air over 
all countries, where it is al- 
ways winter, where froft exifts 
continually, finee, in the midft 
of fummer, on the furface of 
the earth, ice falls often from 
above in the form of hail. 
Hailftones, of the great 
weight we fometimes find 
them, did not probably ac- 
ne their magnitude before 
they began to defcend. The 
air, being eight hundred times 
rarer than water, it is unable 
to fupport it but in the fhape 
of vapour, a ftate in which its 
particles are feparated. As foon 
as they are condenfed by the 
cold of the upper region, fo 
as to form a drop, that drop 
begins to fall. If it freezes in- 
to a grain of ice, that ice de- 
fcends. In defcending, both 
the drop of water and the grain 
of ice are augmented by parti- 
cles of the vapour they pafs 
through in falling, and which 
they condenfe by their cold- 
sefs, and attach to themfelves. 
It is poffible, thar, in fum- 


Meteorological Imaginations and Conjefures, 
mer, much of what is rain, 


when it arrives at the furface 
of the earth, might-have been 
fnow when it began its de- 
fcent; but being thawed in 
paffing through the warm air 
near the furface, it is changed 
from fnow into rain. 

How immenfely cold muft 
be the original particle of hail, 
which forms the centre of the 
future hailftone, fince it is ca- 
pable of communicating fuffi- 
cient cold, if I may fo fpeak, 
to freeze all the mats of vapour 
condenfed round it, and form 
a lump of perhaps fix or eight 
ounces in weight! 

When, in fummer time, the 
fun is high, dfid continues 
long every day above the hori- 
zon, his rays ftrike the earth 
more directly, and with longer 
continuance, than in the win- 
ter; hence the furface.is more 
heated, and to a greater depth, 
by the effect of thofe rays. 

When rain falls on the heate 
ed earth, and finks down inta 
it, it carries down with it @ 
great part of the heat, which 
by that means defcends ftill 
deeper. 

The mafs of earth, to the 
depth perhaps of thirty feet, 
being thus heated to a certain 
degree, continues to retain its 
heat for fome time. Thus the 
firft fnows that fall in the be- 
ginning of winter, feldom lie 
long on the furface, but are 
foon melted, and fo abforbed. 
After which, the winds that 
blow over the country on 
which 
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which the fnows had fallen, are 
hot rendered fo cold as the 
would have been by thofe 
{nows, if they had remained. 
And thus the approach of the 
feverity of the winter is retard- 
ed; and the extreme degree of 
its cold isnotalwaysat the time 
we might expect it, viz. when 
the fun isat its preateft diftance 
and the day fhorteit, but fome 
time after that period, accor- 
ding to the Englifh proverb, 
which fays, “* as the day 
lengthens, the cold {trength- 
éns,” the caufes of refrigera- 
tion continuing to operate, 
while the fun returns too flow- 
ly, and his force continues too 
weak to counteract them. 

During feveral of the fum- 
mer months of the year 1783, 
when the effect of the fun’s 
rays to heat the carth, in thefe 
northern regions, fhould have 
been greateft, there exifted a 
conftant fog over all Europe, 
and great part of North Ame- 
rica. This fog was of a perma- 
hent nature; it was dry, and 
the rays of the fun feemed to 
have little effect towards diffi- 
pating it, as they eafily doa 
moift fog, arifing from water. 
They were indeed rendered fo 
faint in paffing through it, 
that when collected in the fo- 
cus of a burning-glafs, they 
would fearcely kindle brown 
paper: of courfe, their fum- 
mer effect, in heating the earth, 
was exceedingly diminifhed. 

Hence the furface was ear- 
ly frozen. 


Hence the firft fnows re- 
mained on it unmelted, and 
received continual additions. 

Hence the air was more 
chilled, and the winds more 
feverely cold. 

Hence, perhaps, the winter 
of 1783-4, was more fevere 
than any that had happened 
for many years. 

The caufe of this univerfal 
fog is not yet afcertained. 

héther it was adventitious 
to this earth, and merely a 
fmoke proceeding from the 
confumption, by fire, of fome 
of thofe great burning balls or 
globes, which we meet with 
inour rapid gourfe round rhe 
fun, and which are fometimes 
feen tokindle and be deftroy- 
ed in peting our atmofphere, 
and whofe fmoke might be at- 
tracted and retained by our 
earth; or whether it was the 
vaft quantity of fmoke long 
continuingto iffue, during the 
fummer, trom Hecla, in Ice- 
land, and that other volcano, 
which arofe out of the fea, 
near that ifland, which f{moke 
might be frread by various 
winds over the northern part of 
the world, is yet uncertain. 

Ic feems, however, wortl 
the encuiry, whether other 
hard winters, recorded in hif- 
tory, were preceded by fimi- 
lar permanent and widely exs 
tended fummer focs. Becaufe, 
if found to be fo, men might, 
from fuch fogs, conjecture the 
probability ot a fucceeding 
hard winter, and of the da= 
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mage to be expected by the 
breaking up of frozen rivers in 
the fpring ; and take fuch 
meafures as are poflible and 
— to fecure. them- 
elves and effects from the mif- 
chiefs that attended the laf. 
Paffy, May, 1784. 
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Mr. Printer, 


YOU are requefted, by a con- 
flant reader, to infert the 
enclofed journal of the 
iege of York-town, taken 
by a field officer, who acted 
no inconfiderable pare in 
that aufvicious event. Al- 
though the matter is not re- 
cent, yet mo‘! of your read- 
ers wiil reczive pleafure in 
perufing an account of the 
Jaft fcene which guarantied 
our independence. 


Sieze of York and Gloucefier, 


bid a 
Virginia. 


Sept. 17, ENERAL 

1731. Wathington 
arrived at Williamsburgh ; re- 
ceived the marquis de Ja Fa- 
yette’s command, and count 
St. Simons’s troops, which 
had arrived the 30th of Au- 
guilt, with count de Graffe, 
and landed at James-town the 
3d inftane. 

2¥. Firft divifion of the nor- 
thern army arrived in James’s 
river. The 23d and 24th, al- 
moft the whole got in, and 
landed. Thev27th, the whole 
army moved, and encamped in 
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a line, three quarters of a mil& 
advanced off Williamsburgh, 
diftant from York-town eleven 
miles. 

28. The whole moved at 
day-light: after two halts, ar- 
rived within a mile and a half 
of the enemy’s works : dif- 
played, and lay on our arms 
all night. Beaver-pond creek, 
and morafs in our front, over 
which bridges were built that 
night : and general Muhlei- 


-bergh’s brigade of light in- 


fantry formed a picguct in 
addy shee. oe 

29. About fun-rife moved to 
within 3-4ths of a mile of the 
enemy’s out-works, and dif- 
played in two lines a ravine in 


‘front, to view our ground; ad- 


vanced fima!l parties in front 
to cover our reconnoitreing 
parties. At four P. M. moved 
to our ground on the right, 
and encamped within range of 
the enemy’s artillery in two 
lines: advanced a line of pic- 
quets in front, and increafed 
our camp guards. 

30. The enemy feating we 
fhould turn their left, and-get 
between their out-works and 
the town, abandoned the 
whole of therh, and retired to 
town a little before day-lighr, 
leaving a few light horfe to 
protect their rear. Colonel 
Scammel being officer of the 
day, advanced to reconnoitre, 
and report accordingly, when 
he was intercepted, wounded, 
and taken, by a few light 
horfe, who had lain concealed. 


{He 
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{He died of his wounds in fix 
days]. Both lines were put in 
motion, and advanced with 
caution to their works, fuf- 
pecting fome feint of the ene- 
my. Lay on our arms all that 
night. The light infantry re- 
mained on the ground, as a 
covering party to the fatigued 
men, bufied in erecting a chain 
of redoubts to guard our 
camp, and cover our working 
parties, occupied in procuring 
materials for the fiege. 

31. The light infantry re- 
lieved by Wayne’s divifion 
this evening. The redoubts 
completed this night, and 
filled with a proper number of 
troops. 

From the 1ft to the 6th of 
Octob<r, employed in prepar- 
ing materials, getting up our 
artillery, &c. At fix o’clock, 
moved on the ground, and 


opened our firft parallel, about 
fix hundred yards from the 
enemy’s works, under cover 


by day-light. No accident. 
Continued working ti!l morn- 
ing. 

7. Tne light troops entered 
in line reverfed, with drums 
beating, and colours flying ; 
planted their ftandards on the 
top of the line of the parallel ; 
continued working on the bat- 
teries, which were completed 
about five o’clock. 

9. P. M. the enemy re- 
ceived the firft fhot from us, 
which was continued with 
{pirit from cannon and mor- 
tars. The enemy’s fire flack- 


6 


bp) 
ened. Several of their guns 
were difmounted : and the 
were obliged to-fill up their 
entrenchments. 

10. Light infantry mount- 
ed : and the Charon of 44, 
and two {mailer veffels, were 
burned by fome hot fhot from 
the left of the line, command- 
ed by count St. Simon. This 
happened about eight o’clock 
in the evening, the weather 
being ferene and calm, and 
afforded an awful and melan- 
choly fight. The Charon was 
on fire trom the water’s edge 
to her truck at the fame time. 
I never faw any thing fo mag- 
nificent. 

11. In the evening, the fe- 
cond paraiiel opened by R. 
Steuben’s divifion. This paral- 
lel was carried on with ama- 
zing rapidity, at 360 yards 
diftance from the enemy’s 
batteries, under a very heavy 
fire, the enemy’s fhot and 
fhells directed at the work- 
men ; our fhot and fhells ¢o- 
ing over our heads in a conti- 
nual blaze the whole night. 
The fight was beautifully tre- 
mendous. We loft but one 
man, fhot by our own men, 
the gun not being fufficient- 
ly elevated, or being fired with 
a bad carriage. 

12th, r3th,andr4th. Con- 
tinued completing the batte- 
ries of the fecond paralle!, and 
wounding their abattis, and 
frize-works with our fhot and 
fhells. About two o’clock, P. 
M. the out-defences of two 
K redoubrs, 
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redoubts, that were advanced 
on their left 250 yards in their 
front, were thought fufficient- 
ly weakened, to attempt them 
that evening by fturm. The 
light infantry were relieved, 
and directed to refreth them- 
felves with dinner anda nap. 
About dusk, they moved on, 
under the marquis, and were 
in poffeflion of one, in nine 
minutes. The other, by the 
French egrenadiers and sight 
infantry, under baron Viome- 
nil, was carried nearly about 
the fame time, when the fe- 
cond paraliel was continued 
on, and enveloped thefe two 
redoubts, and finifhed a line 
of communication between 
the rights of the firft and fe- 
cond parallel of upwards of a 
mile, before day-light next 
morning. The whole of this 
was performed undcr a very 
inceffant and heavy fire fiom 
the enemy, with amazing flea- 
dinefs and expedition. 

15. Employed in repairing 
the redoubts, and erecting bat- 
terics, now within reach of 
the enemy’s grape, rifle, and 
wall-pieces. 

16. This night, a timid, ill- 
conducted fortie was attempt- 
ed under lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, with about fix 
hundred men. They entered 
the parallel about the centre, 
nearly between the French 
and American troops, ata bat- 
tery erecting by the Ameri- 
cans, not completed. They 
killed a ferjeant and twa pri- 
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vates of captain Savage’s coms 
pany of artillery ; fpiked fix 
guns with the end of their 
bayonets, which they broke 
off in the vent-holes ; turned 
about ; and went off with the 
greateft precipitation. In their 
retreat, they were purfucd, 
and loft twelve men---fix 
killed, four wounded, two ta- 
ken: the light infantry in the 
trenches. Lord Cornwallis, in 
his account of the matter, fays 
our lofs was upwards of cone 
hundred. 

17. Light infantry full in 
the trenches. Between ten and 
eleven, A. M. chamade bear, 
and propofitions for furrender 
fent out by his lordfhip: re- 


ceived by the marquis, and 


forwarded to head-quarters. 
Ceflation of firing about twene 
ty minutes, till flag had re- 
turned within their works. 
On our refuming the fire, a 
fecond chamade beat : and the 
officer returning, was told, the 
anfwer, as foon as received 
from head-quarters, would be 
forwarded. The firing on both 
fides re-commenced, and went 
on as ufual, only {mall inter- 
miffions, during the pafling of 
two or three Jetters from each 
fide. Light infantry relieved 
by the baron Steuben’s divi- 
fion: and the bufinefs being 
concluded that evening, the 
firing ceafed about five o’clock, 
P.M. The 18th and part of 
the 19th, taken up in adjuft- 
ing matters, viz. articles of ca- 
pitulation, public letters, 8&e. 

19. P, M. 
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19, P. M. They marched 
out, and laid down their arms. 
The whole of the king’s troops, 
including failors and marines, 
amounted to 805 4, officers in- 
cluded. 

Thus ended this bufinefs, 
in nine days from our breaking 

ound. 

The whole of our ftrength, 
including every perfon that 
‘drew provifions by the com-~ 
miffary-general’s return, a- 
mounted to 12,200. Our lofs 
was 324 killed, wounded, and 
died in the hofpital ; fick in 
the hofpital about 600; un- 
fit for duty, 830. So that 
when the neceffary detail 


of the whole army was com+ 
pleted, his lordfhip was never 
oppofed by more than an 
equal number. Very frequent- 
ly, from our great fatigue, par- 


ties ata confiderable diftance 
from the camp, and trenches 
two miles, had he come out 
to us, we could have oppofed 
him with but very few more 
than two-thirds of his number, 
This,I believe, will be allowed 
by any officer of difcernment, 
who was acquainted with the 
details of the victorious com- 
bined army. 
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On the Sympathy between the 
Breeches Pocket and the 
Animal-Spirits. 


HE following important 
difcovery is recommend- 
ed to the /iterati in general, 
but particularly to the college 


| 557 
of Phyficians, as it may be of 
the greateft confequence to 
them in their future practice. 

You muft know, then, that 
a wonderful connection and 
fympathy has lately been ob- 
ferved between the breeches- 
pocket and the aninzal {pirits, 
which continually rife or fall 
as the contents of the former 
ebb or flow ; infomuch, that 
from a conftant obfervation, 
I could venture to guefs at a 
man’s current cafhi, by the de- 
gree of vivacity he difcovers 
in his converiation. When 
this cutaneous refervoir is 
flufh, the fpirits too are elate : 
when that is funk and drain- 
ed, how fiat, dull, and infipid, 
is every word or action? the 
very mufcles and features 
of the face are influenced by 
this obfcure fund of life and 
vigor. The heart proves to be 
only the inert receptacle of the 
blood, and thofe groffer fpirits 
which ferve for the animal 
function: but the pocket is 
fraught with finer and more 
fublime {pirits, which confti- 
tute the witand many diftin- 
guifhing characters. 

I could tell how a poet’s fi- 
nances ftood by the fubject of 
his mufe :---gloomy elegies, 
biting fatires, grave folilo- 
quies and dull tranflations, are 
certain indications of the res 
angufta ; as pindaric odes, and 
pointed epigrams, intimate a 
frefh recruit. So a grave 
politician, who frequents 
the Kouli Kika, when thefe 
pocket 
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pocket qualms are on him, 
gives the moft melancholy and 
deplorable account of the ftate 
of the union: the increafe of 
taxes, the abufe of the public 
revenue, the foreign and do- 
mettic debt, the decay of trade 
and agriculture, and the excefs 
of luxury, are the continual 
tovics of his difcourfe: but 
when the cold fit of this inter- 
mitting diforder leaves him, the 
fcene 1s quite altered, and he 
is eternally haranguing on the 
glorious events of the revolu- 
tion, and the power, grandeur, 
and wealth of the confede- 
rated empire. In fhort, this 
barometer of fiate, always rifes 
or falls, not as the quick, but 
current filver, contracts or ex- 
pands itfelf within its fecrer 
cell. 

Under the influence of the 
fame powerful charm, I have 
remarked a phyfician, in the 
chamber of a wealthy patient, 
clear up hiscountenance, and 
prefcribe with infinite vivaci- 
ty and good humour ; but in 
the abode of poverty, what a 
clouded brow, hopelefs vibra- 
tion of the head, and langour 
of the nerves ? like the fenfi- 
tive plant, he flirunk from the 
cold hand of neceffity. Not 
that the doctor wanted huma- 
nity, but when a patient be- 
€omes a mere caput mortuum, 
and the anima facculi expires, 
what fympathizing heart but 
muft be fenfible of fo dire a 
change ? 

Jt is impofMible to record a 


tenth part of the wonderful ef; 
fects this latent fource of life 
and fpirits has produced on the 
animal ceconomy. What {miles 
of complacency and cringing 
adulation to Bitty Myrtle, 
who no fooner turns his back, 
than contempt and derifion 
overtake him ! What can this 
be owing to, but the fecret in- 
fluence of the divinity which 
throws a fort of awe and vene- 
ration about him? What but 
this magic power could have 
transformed Ned Traffic into 
gentleman, Juftice Doodle in- 
toa wit, or Squire Jehu intoa 
man of tafte? What but this 
could give poignancy to the 
moft infipid jokes, and weight 
to the moft fuperficial argu- 
ments of Rory Magnifico ? 
*Tis this, that with more than 
tutelary powers, protects its 
votaries from infults and op- 
preflions; that filences the en- 
raged accufer, and fnatches 
the fword from the very hand 
of juftice ; that transforms 
Hymen into Mammon, and 
the zod of love into a fatyr. 
In fhort, there is nothing won- 
derful it has not effected, ex- 
cept making us wife, virtuous 
and happy. 

I could fpin this ductile 
golden thread ad infinitum ; 
but I fear there is already as 
much as the patience of the 
candid reader will allow him to 
windup: fo cutting it fhort, 
and kiffing your hand, I am 
yours, &c. PETOSI. 

Philad. May 27, 1787. 
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Mr. Printer, 

Nil fuit tam difpar fibi. 

T is an ancient obferva- 
tion, that vici/Jitude is the 


only thing certain in the 
world. The fact extends to 
changes and revolutions of 
every kind: but of all living 
beings, none is more variable 
than man. He is a treature 
perpetually falling out with 
himfelf, and fuftains two or 
three oppofite characters every 
day he lives; is chearful and 
angry, pleafed and difpleafing, 
cynical and good-humoured, 
and all perhaps in the fpace of 
half an hour. Any perfon may 
illuftrate this remark by a 
fhort review of his acquaint- 
ance: butas every one !s not 
inclined to take the trouble of 
inveftigation, or may not, per- 
haps, confider it as a proper 
ufe of his companions (though 
of what greater fervice can 
our friends be, than to furnifh 
rules and examples for the re- 
gulation of our conduct ?) I 
thall prefent you with a few 
inftances drawn from the nar- 
row circle to which my obfer- 
vation has been confined. 

I fometimes pay a vifit to 
my old friend, George Wea- 
thercock, and fhould oftener, 
was he always in the fame 
humour, or nearit: but be is 
in a continual ftate of war 
with himfelf. He isan enemy 
to his own peace, and there- 
fore cannot be a great friend 
to that of any body elfe. As 
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foon as George hears me at 
the door, he meets me with all 
the joy imaginable ; and pro- 
feffes the utmoft pleafure at the 
vifit : yet fearce has one half 
hour paffed away, burt he 
grows quite tired of Aimfe/f 
and me. As I pleafe him in 
coming to him, | humour him 
no lefs in going from him. He 
is forry when I do not come; 
and would be equally forry, if 
I did not go. [ain never from 
him, but he wants to fee me: 
and he never fees me, but he 
wants to be from me again. 
Some evenings [ {pend in 


humorift, much of this turn of 
mind. The firft time I faw 
him, I happened to, drop in, 
when he had juft finifhed his 
firft bottle by the 
catches he fun, and the rlea- 
fant tales he told, I took him 
for one of the beft-natured old 
gentlemen [ had ever 
with. The next nipbr, I faw 
him at the coffee-houfe, dif- 
puting upon politics ; and 
found him the dulleft, moft 
conceited, and pofitive old fel- 
low thatever lived. Nothing 
could pleafe him. 


and, 


ne 
met 


He found 
fault, fnarled, and cenfured 
every thing that was faid. We 
adjourned, with fome friends, 
to the city-tavern, and after 
three or four glaffes of good 
claret, I found that gloominefs 
began to diipel 5 he grew 
wondrous kind and facetions, 
and kept up this good humour 
till the repeated bumpers. ier- 
tice 
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tled him in afound nap ; after 
which he awaked that dogged, 
a cynic we found him at the 
coffee-houfe. This gentleman, 
it appears, was never agree~ 
able but when he was near 
drunk, and never difagreeable 
but when he was quite fober. 
But of ail the variable crea-~ 
tures, none can compare with 
Limberham, whofe liie is a 
ftrange medley of religion and 
debauchery.. Helives in a 
brothel four days in a week, 
and {pends the other three in 
prayerand repentance ; and 
when he thinks he may have 
reconciled himfelf to heaven, 
ahd fet afide his fins, he re- 
turns to them again, and makes 
new work fornew devotion. 
Thus whim, wine, and af- 
WU@ion can make aman dif- 
ier from nothing fomuch as he 
does from himfe!f; but let us 
enquire whether pride, good 
foriune, difanpointment, &c, 
have not the fame power, and 
produce not the fame effects, 
Weare generally fo partial 
to ourfelves that whatever good 
fortune we have, we immedi- 
ately afcribe it to our own 
merit, rather than to provi- 
dence, chance, or the friend- 
flip of others, and valuc our- 
felves on our worth, when we 
fhould rejoice at our fortune. 
If youapproach a man after 
any new acquifition of wealth 
or honour, with that degree 
of freedom and familiarity 
you before ufed, his haughty 
behaviour will foon inform 
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you, that you are unacquaint- 
ed with a new accumulation of 
merit, which fhould command 
a greater degree of deference 
and refpect. 

Billy Myrtle was fome time 
ago, a good-natured, affable, 
honeft fellow. I was intimate 
with him, and many agreeable 
hours we have fpent with a fa- 
miliarity that is neceffary for 
friendfhip. I perceived, in- 
deed, fome feeds of grandeur 
and haughtinefs rifing in him 
on his father’s being taken ill, 
Froma quiet, peaceable young 
gentleman, he grew noify 
and conceited, fupercilious 
towards ftrangers, and imper- 
tinent towards his acquain- 
tance. His father’s illnefs in- 
creafed, and confequently my 
friend’s pride; but ftill he re- 
taineda decentrefpect for me, 
till his father died. When I 
came to congratulate him on 
fucceeding to the eftate, I im- 
mediately found that William 
Myrtle, efquire, was in no 
ways the fame perfon I was 
before acquainted with, called 
Billy Myrtle. Inftead of his 
vifual way of faluting me, dear 
Harry, he began mr. Hogarvh. 
His indifference increafed as 
his /iveries came home ; and 
by the firftday he went out in 
his mew chariot, he entirely 
forgot me: but as he had for- 
gotten himfelf,it gave me no 
furprife or uneafinefs that he 
fhould not remember me. 

But Jack Lace differs from 
himfelf, not according as he 


himfelf 
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himfelf appears, but accord- 
ing to the appearance of his 
friends, and is intimate, more 
or lefs, juft as the drefs they 
wear, makes any figure. A 
perfon, who is fometimes his 
crony, may pafs him in the 
fireets twenty times; and if 
he is not dreffed, Jack always 
takes care to turn his head 
another way, and bétrays a 
great dealof concern for fear 
of receivingabow. Meethim 
atatea party in the evening ; 
he’!] protefta prodigious joy at 
the fight of the perfon he in 
the morning fo induftrioufly 
fhunned. He laughs aloud, 
talks aloud with you, and 
takes care that the whole 
company fhall know that 
he and you are particular- 
ly intimate. Next morning 
you appear in another drefs, 
and he in another opinion. 

As Jack’s opinion of you 
depends on your drefs and fi- 
eure, Malvolio’s is regulated 
by your prefence or abfence. 

e never was the enemy of 
any man in the company, or 
the friendof any man out of 
it. Withacharacter for learn- 
ing, his converfation is nothing 
but invective; and with an 
affetation of fentiment, his 
actions are free from benevo- 
lence. If the foibles of the 
individual efcape for a mo- 
ment, it is only to admit a more 
general flander of the fpecies ; 
and while he proudly afferts 
the depravity of man, he takes 
care that his own conduct fhall 


furnifh the example. Thus, 
no alternative is left to Malvo-= 
lio’s acquaintance, but to be 
the hearer or the fubject of de- 
famation; and the mifanthro- 


me differs from himfelf, jut as 


e chances to change his com- 


any. 

I fhall, ona future oecafion, 
trouble you with fome addi- 
tional caricarura, and in the 
mean time, I am yours, &c. 

. HARRY HOGARTH. 

Philad. May 9, 1787. 
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On giving and receiving Ads 
VICceé. 
ot eee is no greater in- 
ftance of good fenfe than 
to be capable of receiving ad- 
vice; for we may eafily find 
that the greateft part of man- 
kind are unanimoufly refolved 
to play the hypocrite with 
one another. The perfon who 
asks advice, feldom means 
any thing more by it, than to 
let you know either what he 
has already done, or refolved 
to do: the giver of advice 
therefore knowing that this is 
a common maxim, repays the 
fraud of his friend with ano- 
ther of his own, and inftead of 
confidering the thing propo- 
fed, confiders only what the 
intention of his friend is, and 
immediately advifes him to 
that. 
There are fome, who ask ad- 
vice, but proclaim their own 
refolution before they can re- 


ceive any anfwer---Shall I 
do 
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do this ?—-- Yes,---I will do it, 
---is the conftant practice of 
an old phyfician of my. ac- 

uaintance ; whilft my friend 
Mr. Wiilful takes a contrary 
method, and with his---I wi/l 
do this---Shall I?---makes his 
asking advice an equal abfur- 
dity. Mrs. Rentroll, of Chef- 
nut-f{treet, is of the fame turn 
of mind with my friend Wil- 
ful. She never does any 1 8 
without confulting her huf- 
band ; but wifely lets him 
know her intention firft, and 
asks his advice after. The 
other day Bob Spavin, the 
jockey, brought an elegant 
faddle-horfe to thew her, of 
about eighty pounds value. She 
immediately asked her huf- 
band’s advice, whether fhe 
fhould have it or no. He argu- 
ed ferioufly to perfuade her 
againft it; but found at laft, 
that her asking whether fhe 
fhould have it, was only her 
manner of telling him fhe 
would. 

Tom Sparebones has a far 
happier way,of managing his 
wife, who will not take the 
leaft ftep without his approba- 
tion. If fhe would take a jaunt 
to Chefter in the fummer, or 
a fleigh to Frankford in the 
winter---if fhe would invite to 
a dance, or make one at a tea- 
party, fhe never fails to ask his 
advice firft. Tom puts on a 


grave face, and violently per- 
fuades her to what he knows 
the is refolved upon: fhe cries, 
well, fence you advife me to 
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it, my dear, I will---and thas 
certainly obeys him: by this 
means, he is the moft abfolute 
husband in the world. 

There is another fet of peo- 
ple, who ask advice only to 
court our flattery; and it is 
eafy to obferve, notwithftand- 
ing all their grimace, that it is 
rather praife than counfel they 
confult us for. A young au- 
thor fhewed a poetical! tranfla- 
tion, toa man of excellent ge- 
nius and judgment, and [olici- 
ted him as the oracle who was 
to pronounce its fate: the gen- 
tleman with the utmoft ten- 
dernefs and good nature, yet 
with a fincerity above the 
common mode, pointed out its 
numerous errors, qnd advifed 
him againft committing it to 
prefs. The bard was incapa- 
ble of receiving advice, and 
thought it was nothing but an 
endeavour of envy to fupprefs 
his merit. He ran immediately 
to fome wifer counfellors, 
who complaifantly applauded 
his piece; he printed it, and 
proved himfelf a blockhead. 

Some men ask advice like- 
wife, merely to collect opini- 
ons,.and though they would 
be glad that the world agreed 
withthem, they have no in- 
tention of altering their con- 
duct, if the cafe fhould be o- 
therwife. M‘Brawa took a 
miftrefs into keeping, and 
asked the fentiments of his 
friends upon the occafion, in 
hopes they would think that 
this ftep was at leaft preferable 

te 
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to the indifcriminate purfuit 
of low pleafures. bend can- 
didly expreffed their difappro- 
bation. M‘Brawn has quarrel- 
ed with his counfellors, it is 
true, but he ftill keeps his mif- 
trefs. 

Thus, fir, fincerity in gi- 
ving advice is conffantly re- 
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ceived ill, by all but thofe per- 
fons who have good fenfe e- 
nough to bear with it; and the 
fincere counfellor comes off 
well, if he is not recomrenced 
with fome blunt remonftrance, 
or keen reproach. 

HARRY HOGARTH. 

Philad. June 21, 1787. 
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Addrefs of che Genius of Columbia to the 
Members of the Continental Conven- 


tion. 
| oe weftern skies a cloud of glory 
came, 
A fmall, dim fpot, a torch of lambent 
flame ; 
Afcending, widening, flow the skirts un- 
roll’d, 


Rainbow'd with fire, and warm’d with 


bowing gold. 

There, iene by fummon’d winds in pomp 
fublime, 

His look far-piercing down the vaft of 
time, 

Where the long, narrowing vale deferts 
the eye, 

Unbofos'd dimly on th’ eternal sky, 


The genius fate. He faw when faGion 


{pent, 

No more with war his darling king4om 
rent, 

The flream of kindred blood forbore to 
flow, 

And morn faint trembled o’er the night of 
woe. 

Call’d from each filter realm, the wife 
and yreat, 

In Penn’s fair walls, and awful council 
fate 3 

Pois’d in their hands, Columbia’s mighty 
iwav, 


And tute’ ring laws, and rights, and free- 

dom, lay. 
He faw, when fairer than the glow of 

ev'n, 

And bright as vifions of diiclofing heav'n, 

Fall 13 his face a facred {plendor thone, 

And the wett kindled with another fun. 

** All hail, my fons,” he cried, ** my voice 


attend, 
~ 
6 


PO. Eud KX 


Your country’s genius, guardian, guide, 
and friend : 

The counfels mark, that faithful friend 
fupplies, 

Attend, and learn the didates of the skies. 

Before you, lo} what foenes of glory 
{pread, 

The faireft, brighteft, nobleft, heav’n has 
made: 

Their home, where freedom, {eience, vir- 
tue, find, « 

The laft recefles of opprefs’d mankind. 

Th’ immenfe of empire here, amaz'd, de- 
fery, 

Where realms are loft, and hidden oceans 
lie 5 

Where Perfia’s vaft would fink in thades 
conceal’d, 

And Rome’s proud werld diminith to a 
field. 

See, from the pole where frozen fouatains 
rife, 

And pour their waters under torrid skies, 

Where Rhines and Danubes, 1ilis and 
ftreamlets play, 

Tofwell the poinp of Mifliffippi’s fea 5°. 

Where a zone’s breadth majellic weods 
extend, 

And other Andes o’er the ftorms afcend ; 

Where meadows bound the morn and 
evening rays ; 

Where plains are kingdoms, and where 
lakes are feas. 

See thiough all climes th’ unmcafur'd 

empire run, 

And drink each .influence from the 
ling’ring fun 5 

Pure ski:s unboiom'd, days ferenwt 


roll, 

And gales of health, from Darien fan che 
pole. 
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In each blefs’d clime, to crown induf- 
trious toil, 
See ev'ry produ fprirg from ev’ ry foil, 
Here the fur whitens in the frozen thide ; 
Here Cocheonmager a croud the padtur’d 
glade 3 
Here dhrestntng famine double harvetts 
fcorn--- 
Europe’s rich grains, and India’s ufeful 
corn--- 
Virginia’s fragrant pride, huge fleets con- 
vey, 
And lds of rice foat cumbreus o'er the 
€a3 
While all - wealth, the world of waters 
yields, 
And treatfgres fill rhe fubterranean fields. 
Thefe goods ta waft where’er expands the 
wind, 
To blefs and to fultain the human kind, 
See, ftretch’d immenfe from Cancer to the 
ole, 
On either fide contending oceans roll ; 
O'er - all Europe wings her haughty 
ails 5 
O’er that all India wafts on fpicy gales ; 
While bays, and ftreams, and Jaxcs her 
realms explore, 
And land each produG at each happy door. 
To fill thefe realms, a gen’rous race be~ 
hold, 
Of happieft genius, and of firmeft mould ; 
In thoughts, in arts, in life, in language 
join’d, 
One faith, one worthip, one politic mind, 
Patient, ferene, in toils and dangers dire, 
Their nerves of iron, and their fouls of 
fire : 
Call’d from all realms, thefe chofen fons 
have join’d 
Expanfive manners, and a genial mind, 
The lib’ral fentiment, th’ adventurous 
thoughr, 
With greatnefs teeming, and with good- 
nefs fraught 5 
Chain'’d to no party ; by no fyftem 
bound ; 
Confining merit to no {peck of ground 5 
Nor Britons, Frenchmen, Germans, Swils, 
or Huns, 
Of earth the natives, and of heav'n the 
fons, 
Regarding, toviny, all the great and good, 
Of ev'ry rank, clime, party, fed, and 
blood. 
The fwain, with blifs to Europe’s climes 
unknown, 
His wife, his houfe, his lands, his flocks, 
his own, 
Treads independent on the fubje& foil, 
Prepar’d for ev'ry danger, ev'ry toil ; 
Prepar’d fo fee antardic oceans roll, 
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To circle earth, and fearch the lonely pole’s 
Cr through th’ invnaenfe of {cCience wind 
his way ; 
Or lift poetic wings beyond the day ; 
The ridgy front of deach for freedom dare, 
Or, round all regions, huth the voice of 
war. 
Heav'n from all climes this happy 
realm conceai’d, 
While wolves and Indians roam’d the 
bloody field, 
Till human rule a foft’ning afpe@ wore, 
Till war's black chariot ceas’d to roll in 
gore, 
Till bigot-zeal refign’ 4 his fcarlet fway, 
And his dread thunders puff’d in fmoke 
away. 
Thus oh how blefs’d the era of her fate, 
How bright the mornirg, and how long 
the date ! 
For now each fair improvement of the 
mind, 
Each nobler effort lifts the human kind ; 
Vatt means of blifs mechanic arts com- 
bine 5 
All lib’ral arts the rugged foul refine ; 
Freedom, and right, and law, their reign 
; aflume, a 
Stern pow’r refift, and chear the world’s 
fad doom ; 
On nature’s ocean, fcience lifts her fails, 
Finds other ftars, andcatches nobler gales ; 
While dawning virtue beams from yonder 
sky, 
And brighter funs arife on human joy. 
Such feenes of blifs, ye fages, blets your 
your eyes: 
For men, for realms like thefe, your plans 
devife. 
Be then your counfels, as your fubje&, 
great, 
A world their fphere, and time's long 
reign their date. 
Each party-view, cach private good dif- 
claim, 
Each petty maxim, each colonial aim ; 
Let all Columbia’s weal your views ¢x- 
pand, 
A mighty fyftera rule a mighty land 5 
Yourlelves her genuine fons let Europe 
own, 
Not the fmall agents of a paltry town. 
Learn, cautious, what to alter, where 
tu mend ; 
Seeto what clote projected meafures tend. 
From prefling wars the mind averting ftill, 
Thinks good remoteft from the prefent ill: 
From feuds anarchial to oppreffion’s 
throne, 
Mifeuided mations hence for f2fety run ; 
And thro’ the mis’ ries of athoufand years, 
Their fatal folly mourn in bleody tears. 
Ten 
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‘Ten thoufand follies through Columbia 

ipread 5 

Ten thoufand wars her darling realms in- 
vade. 

The private int’ refts of each jealous ftate ; 

Of rule th’ impatience, and of law the 
hate: 

The mean ambition of unworthy fons, 

Of Wronghead, Copper, Wimble, Y...ts, 
and J...8%3 

The manlier bluftrings of more daring 
Shays, 

Or hungry frauds of Parfons, Hinds, and 


‘Days. . 
But ah! ? ll natrow {prings thefe evils 
flow, 
A few bafe wretches mingle gen’ral woe. 
Still the fame mind her manly race per- 


vades, 

Still the fame virtues haunt her hallow’d 
thades. 

But when.the peals of war her centre 
thook, 


shee aims the anxious mind forfook: 


In danger’s iron-bond lyr race was one 5 

Each fep’ vate good, each lictle view un- 
Sewers, 

Now rule, uafyftem’d, drives the mind 
aitray 5 

Now private int’reft peints the downward 
way: , 

Hence civil difcord pours her muddy 
itream, 


And feols and villains float upon the brim ; 
O’er all the fad {pe Gator cafts his eye, 
And wonders where the gems and min’ rals 
lie. 
But ne’er of freedom, glory, blifs, de- 
fpond : 
Uplift your eyes thofe little clouds beyond ; 
See there returning funs, with gladd’ning 
ray, 
Roll on fair {pring to chafe this wintry 
day. 
Tis Seeeb to bid rhofe days of Eden 
thine : ; 
Firft, then, and laft, the fea’ ral bands en- 
twine : 
To this your ev'ry aim and cffort bend : 
Let all pave efforts here commence and 
end. 
O’er ftate-concerns let ev'ry ftate pre- 
fide ; 
Its private tax controul ; its juftice guide ; 
Religion aid ; the moral cigs fecure ; 
And bid each private right through time 
endure. 
Columbia’s int’refts public fway de- 
mand, 
Hercommerce, impoft, unlocated land 3 
Her war, her peace, her military pow'r 5 
Treaties to feat with ev'ry diftang thore 5 


* Antifederal politicians. 
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To bid contending ftates their difcord 
ceafe ; 
To fend through all the calumet of peace ; 
Science to wing thiough ev'ry .noble 
flight ; 
And lift defponding gerius into light. 
Through ev'ry ftateto {pread each pub- 
lic law, 
Int’reft muft animate, and ferce muft 
awe. 
Peifuafive dictates realms will ne’er obey 3 
Sway, uacoercive, isthe thade of fway. 
Bethen yourtask to alter, aid, amend 5 
The weak to ftrengthen, and the rigid 
bend ; 
The prurient lop ; the lacking to fupply 5 
And graft new cyons from each kindly 
“sky. 
Slow, by degrees, policic fyftems rife ; 
Age itill refines them, and experience 
trics. 
This, this alone confolidates, improves 5 
Their finews ftrengthens ; theit defe&s 
removes ; 
Gives that confiltence time alone can 
give; 
Habituates man by law and right to live 5 
To grey-hair’d rules incieafing rev’rence 


} draws ; ‘ 
And wins the flave to love ev’n tyrant 
laws, 
But thould Columbia, with diftra&ed 
eyes, 


See o'er her ruins one proud monarch rife 5 

Should vain partitions her fair realms di- 
vide, 

And rival empires float on faction’s tide ; 

Lo fix’d opiniogs *gainft the fabric rage! 

What wars, fierce paflions with fierce 
paffions wage 

From Caacer’s glowing wilds to Brunf- 
wick’s thore, 

Hark, how th’ alarms of civil difcord 


roar ! 

*¢ To arms,” the trump of kindled en- 
vy crics, 

And kindred biood fmokes upward to the 
skies. 

As Perfia, Greece, fo Europe bids her 
flame, 

And f{miles, with eye malignant, o’er her 
thame. 

Seizethen, oh! feize Columbia’s golden 
heur ; 


Perfe& her fed’ ral fyftem, publie pow’r ; 
For this ftupendous realm, this chofen 


race, 

With all th’ improvements of all lands 
its bafe, 

The glorious ftrudure build ; its breadch 
extend ; . 

Its columns lift, its mighty arches bend ! 


Ca 
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On freedom, fcience, arts, 
thine, . 

Unthaken pillars of a frame divine 5 

Faro’er th’ Atlantic wild its beams af- 
pire, 

The world approves it, and the heay’ns 

. admire ; , 

O’er clouds, and funs, and ftars, its fplen- 
dors rife, 

*Till the bright top-ftone vanish in the 
skics.”” 


its ftorics 


SP] 
COLUMBIA: ASONG: 


Compofed and fet to mufic by mr. T. 
Dwight. 


OLUMBIA, Columbia, to glory arife, 
The queen of the world, and the 
child of the skies ! 
Thy genius commands thee ; with rap- 
ture behold, 
While ages on ages thy {plendors unfold. 
Thy reign is the laft, and the nobleft, of 
time, 
Moft fruittul thy foil, moft inviting thy 
clime 3; 
Let the crimes of the Eaft ne’er encrimfon 
thy name, 
Be freedom, and {cience, and virtue, thy 
fame. 


To conqueft, and flaughter, let Europe 
afpire 5 

Whelm nations in blood, and wrap ci- 
ties in fire ; 

Thy heroes the rights of mankind fhall 
defend, 

And —— purfue them, and glory at- 

’ tend, 

A world is thy realm : fora world be thy 
laws, 

Enlarg’d as thine empire, and juft as thy 
caufe: 

On freedom’s bread bafis, that empire 
thall rife, 

Extend withthe main, and diffolve with 
the skies. 


Pair {cience her gates tothy fons fhall un- 


bar, 

And the eaft fee thy morn hide thé beams 
of her ftar. 

New bards, and new fages, unrival’d fhall 
foar 

To fame, unextinguish’d when time is no 
more : 

To thee, the laft refuge of virtue de- 
fign’d, 

Shall fly from all nations, the belt of 
mankind ; 


Columbia.---An Infurgents’ Song. 
_ Here, grateful to heaven, with tranfport 


_ Shall bring 
Their incenfe, more fragrant than odours 
of fpring. 


Nor lefs shall thy fair ones to glory 
afcend, 

And genius and beauty in harmony blend ; 

The von of form thall awake pwe de- 
ire, 

And the charms of the foul ever cherith 
the fire : 

Their fweetnefs unmingled, their man- 
ners refin’d, 

And virtue’s bright image, inftamp’don 
the mind, 

With peace, and foft rapture, thall teach 
life to glow, 

And light up a {mile in the afpe& of 
woe. 


Thy fleets to all regions thy pow’r thall 
difplay, 

The nations admire, and the ocean obey 3 

Each ery to thy glory its tribute un- 
ol 

And the Eaft and the South yield their 

__ {pices and gold. a 

As the Eo plies unbounded, thy fplendor 
thall flow, 

And earth’s little kingdoms before thee 
thall bow, 

Whilft the enfigns of union in triumph 
unfurl’d, ’ 

Huth the tumult of war, and give peace to 
the world. 


Thus, as down a lone valley, with cedars 
o’erfpread, 

From war's dread confufion, I penfively 
ftray’d, 

The gloom from the face of fait heav’a 
retir'd ; 

The winds ceas’d to murmur ; the thun- 
ders expir'd ; 

Perfumes, as of Eden, flow’d {weetly 
along, 

Anda voice, as of angels, enchantingly 
fung : 

** Columbia, Columbia, to glory arife, 

The queen of the world, and the child of 
the skies.”” 


4 D> DED 4 
A SONG: 
Forthe Maflachufetts infi urgents. 
Tune—Black Sloven. 


OME, come, my bold boxers, ’tis 
liberty calls : 


Hark, hark, how the Juftily bawls, and 
bavwls ! 
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*Tis high time, if ever for mobbing ‘twas 
time: 

To mobbing, ye chicks of dame Liberty 
run: 

Scour up the old whinyard, and bruth the 
old gun. 
Freedom we'll chime, 
While tag, rag, and bobtail, 
Lead up our decorum: huzza! 


Sare thefe are the plaguicft of all plaguy 
times, 
When villains inuft hang for their crimes, 
their crimes ; ° 
An ddebtors a gantlope of bailiffs muft 
7 run 5 
Whea rulers will govern, and we muft 
obey, 
Aad law down our guilets is cramm’d 
ev'ry day. 
Rap, rap.-——Tis a dun ! 
The theriff’s behind him, 
We'ligzg him, and bind him: huzza! 


When the rum is all out,and the cyder runs 
low, 
Aud the taverns won’t fell for ditto, ditto, 
Aad a man for his viduals muft work like 
a dog > 
Paper-Money, and cheating by law have 
both fled, 
To Rhode ifland to hive in their Gover- 
nor’s head. 
Come, come, t’other mug ! 
Here’s a health to ovr matter 5 
Talk lefs and drink fafter : huzza! 


Then hafte to our chiefs, fuch as never 
were feen, 
Wich * hats, and with noddtes, fo green, 
fo green, 
There’s the Hindt that’s let loofe, of true 
Naphthatli breed, 
There are Shayfes and Dayfes, and fuch 
pretty things, 
And Grovers, pr 
and Kings : 
Yet difmal to read! 
Our poor brother Shattuck 
Was fell’d witha mattock, heigh ho! 


Theelers, and Jewels, 


We've would be affembiy-men, captains 
and {quires, 

And the train that fir Richard infpires, 
infpires, 

With the fpirit of Ely, our genius and 
guide, 

No longer in prifon our gentlemen lurk, 


* A green bough is the badge of the mob. 
t Hind of Greenwich, famous for giving 
goodly words. 
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Nox run from the theriff, nor Live by hard 
work 5 
Gaily we'll ride 
O’er lawyers and judges, 
And all the court drudges : hurza! 


Then fernatcs and courts to our friend Bel- 
zebub, 
We'll drive with the musket, and elub, 
and club, - 
And in apron and jerkin owt governor 
drefs : 
To fit in the faddle we’ve men that know 
how, 
And make all your ruffled-‘hirts foot’ it 
and bow ; 
The world thall confefs, 
We've fpirits in hogfheads, 
And cunning in fox-heads : huzza! 


Thus no longer with ftocks, and wich pil- 
lories vex'd 
Nor with werk, jail, or theriff, perplex’d, 
perplex’d, 
The mobmen fhall rule, and the great 
men obey : 
The world upon wheels fhall be all fer 
asos> 
And blockheads and knaves hail the reign 
ot king log 
Under his fway, 
Shall tag, rag, and bobrail, 
Lead up our decorum: huzza-— 
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The Defolate Academy. 
By Philip Freneau. 


yen e to defpotic rule, 

Once in this dome I went to fchood, 
Where Pedro Paffive held his reign, 
The tyrant of a {mall domain. 

By him a num’rous herd controul'd, 
The pert, the ftupid, and the bold, 
Effay’d fome little fhare to gain 
Of the vaft treafures of his brain--- 
Semelearn’dthe Latin; fome the Greek ; 
And fome in flow’ ry ftyle to fpeak : 

Some wrote their themes, while others 


read, 

And fome with Euclid ftuff'd the head : 
Some teil’d in verfe, and fome in profe, 
And fome in logic fought repofe : 
Some learn’d to cypher ; fome to draw : 
And fome began to ftudy law. 

Bur all is ruin’d; all is done ; 
The tutor to the fhades is done « 
And all his pupils, led aftray, 

Have each found out a diff’ rest way. 
Some are in chains of wedlock bound ; 
And fome are hang’d ; and fome are 

drown’d 5 
Some 











ed ” 
Seme,are advanc’d to pofts and places ; 
And {me in pripics fcrew their faces ; 
Some‘at the bar a living gain, 
erpléxing what they thould explain: 
‘To foldiers turn’d, a bolder band 
Repel th’ invaders of the land ; 
Some to the arts of phyfic bred, 
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By Colonel David Humphreys: 


Late Aid-de-Camp to his Excellency Ge- 
neral Wathington. 


I 
IT POWAS at the wedding-feaft, for Celia 
won, 
By Cymon’s coxcomb fon: 
Alofc in dwarfith ftate, 
The foplike bridegroom fate, 
And made a deal of fun! 
His gallant peers around were plac’d, 
Their hair all curi'd and dreft in neweft 
taite ; 
(Of powder what prodigious waite !) 
The fimp’ ring Celia by his fide, 
His lace and gew-gaws fondly ey’d, 
And fwell’d her little heart with pride. 
Proper, proper, proper pair ! 
None but a rake, 
None but a rake, 
Such pains would cake to gain a fickle fair. 
II. 
Mungo was there, and did well, 
And ted the cap’ring choir ; 
W ich fumbling Zenith twang’d the fiddle : 
The notes awake the am’ rous fire, 
And drinking joys infpire. 
The fong began of beaux, 
And whence the order rofe ; 
(Such wond’rous things a fidler knows). 
A monkey's grinning form in utmoft vi- 
Bely’da macaroni’s noble figure; [gour, 
When he to fair Coquettia preft, 
A while he fought her {nowy breaft ; 
Then round her flender waift ha curl’d, 
And ftamp’d an image of himfelf, a cox- 
comb of the world. 
A prefent fop ! they thout around ; 
A prefent fop ! the vaulted roofs rebound ; 
W ith ravith’d ears, 
The fopling hears ; 
Affumes the thape, 
Looks like an ape, 
And grins, and laughs, and {neers. 
Il. 


The praife of Bacchus then the thirfty 
fidier fung ; 


An Epithalamium.—-Alexander’s Feaft. 


OF 








Difpatch their patients to the dead ; Of 
Some plough the land, and fome the fea 5 TI 
_And fome are flaves ; and fome are free; So 
Some court the great, and fomethe mufe 5 
And fome fubfilt by mending thoes : 
While others—-but fo vaft the throng, 
The cobler thali conclude my tong. m 
N 
ALEXANDER’s FEAST, 
Or the Power af Mufic: An Cde. 
i 


In Honor of St. Cecilia’s Day- * 


_—s. 7 


By Mr. Dryden. 


I. 
“i at the royal feaft for Perfia 
won, 
By Philip's warlike fon: 
Aloft in awful fate 
The godlike hero fave 
On his imperial tarone. 
His valiant peers were plac’d around, 
Their brows with rofes and with myrtics 
bound ; 
(So fhould defert in arms be crown’a.) 
The lqvely Thais by his fide, ‘s 
S.t like a blooming eaftern bride, 
In flow’rof youth and be<uty’s pride. 
Happy, happy, happy pair ! 
None but the brave, 
None but the brave, | 
None but the brawe deferves the fair. 
Il. 
Timotheus plac’d on high, 
Amid the tuneful choir, 
With flying fingers touch’d the lyre 5 
The trembling notes afcend the sky, 
And heav’nly joys infpire. 
The fong began from Jove, 
Who left his blifsful feat above , 
(Such is the pow’r of mighty love) 
A dragon’s fiery form bely’d the God 5 
Sublime on radiant {pires he rode, 
When he to fair Olympia a-ft, 
A while he fought her fnowy breaft 5 
Then round her flender wailt he curl’ d, 
And ftamp’d an image of himfelf, a { 
fov’ reign of the world. 
A prefent deity ! they thout around : 
Aprefent deity ! the vaulted roofs rebound: 
With ravith'd ears 
The monarch hears ; 
Affumes the God, | Be 
Affeds to nod, 
And feems to thake the fpheres. 
lll. 
The praife of Bacchus then the fweet mu- 
fician fung ; 
of 

















Of Bacchus, ever plump and ever young : 
The jolly god to wedding comes 3 
Sound the trumpets, beat the drums: 
Fluth'd with a purple rofe, 
His pimpled face he thews. 
Now give the boy a dram. He comes, he 
comes ! 
Bacchus ! plump and merry younker, 
Makes the wedding-folks get drunker ; 
Bacchus taught to toatt the laffes ; 
Tipling ev’ry joy furpafles. 
Rich the treafure, 
Sweet the pleafure, 
Afcer diinking to. break zlaffes. 
IV. ‘ 
Soosh'd with the found, the fop grew wart, 
, Talk’d all his courtikip o'er again, 
And thrice he kifs’d the girls all round, 
and thice they fied amain. 
The fidler faw the mifchief rife, 
His yawning mouth, his maudlin eyes 5 
And while he fenfe and fong defied, 
Chang’d his hand, and ftrok’d the bride. 
He chofe a doleful ditty, 
To work him up to pity : 
He fung poor Damon’s cruel wrongs, 
By too fevere a fate, 
Banifh'd, banith’d, banith’d, banith’d, 
Bani hid fox his {mall eftate, 
And writing mournful fongs : 
Deferted, at his utmoft need, 
By ali Apollo’s tuneful breed; 
On an old feather-bed he lies, 
Nor dullnets feif will clofe his eyes. 
With ftupid itare the joylefs fopling fate, 
Revolving in his alter'd foul, 
The various turns of fate and fun 5 
And now and then a drink he ftole : 
And itreams began to run. 


The mighty fidler{mil'd to fee 
That love was in the next degree: 
To touch that ftring was little labour, 
For love to pity is next neishbour. 
Softly fweet he tun’d his fiddle, 
Soon it founded, tiddle, diddle. 
Trade, he fung, 1s toil and trouble ; 
Money bur an empty bubble ; 
Conitant hurry, itall beginning, 

Conftant cheating, never ending: 
If a fortune’s worth thy winning, 

Think, O think it worth thy fpending ! 
Lovely Celia fits befide thee ; 
Drink about, and hick betide thee. 
The many rend the bowls wich loud ap- 

plaufe ; 
So love was crown’d, but liquor won the 
caufe. 
The fop, grown addled in his noddle, 
Gaz'd on his bride, 
And then his bottle, 

And figh'd and look’d, figh’d and fook’d, 
Sigh’d 
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Of Bacchus ever fair and ever young : 
The jolly god in triumph comes ; 
Sound the trumpets, beat the drums: 
Fluth’d with a purple grace 
He thews his honeft face. 
Now give the hautboys breath. He 
comes, he comes ! 
Bacchus ! ever fair and young, 
Drinking joys did firft ordain ; 
Bacchus’ bleffings are a treafure 5 
Drinking is the foldies’s pleafure : 
Rich the treafure, 
Sweet the pleafure, 
Sweet is gleafure after pain. 
IV. 
Sooth’d with the found,the king grew vain, 
Fought all his battles o'er again, 
And thrice he routed all hits foes, and 
‘ thrice he flewthe flain. 
The mafter faw the madmefs rife, 
His glowing cheeks, his ardent eyes ; 
And while he heav’n and earth defy’d, 
Chang’d his hand, and check’d his pride. 
He chofe a mournful mufe, 
Soft pity to infufe : 
He fung Darius, great and good ! 
By too fevere a fate, 
Fallen, fallen, tallen, fallen, 
Fallen from his high eftate, 
And welt’ring in his blood ; 
Deferted, at his urmoft need, 
By thofe his former bounty fed ; 
On the bare eaith expos’d he lies, 
Without a friend to clofe his eyes. 
With downcatt looks the joylefs victor fate 
Revolting in his alter’d foul, 
The various turns of chance below; 
And now and then a figh he ftole, 
And tears began to flow. 


Vv. 
‘The mighty mafter fmil’d to fee 
‘That love was in the next degree : 
Twas but a kindred found to meve, 
For pity melts the mind to luve. 
Sottly fweet, in Lydian meafures, 
Soon he footh’d his foul to pleafures. 
War, he fung, is toil and trouble ; 
Honour but an empty bubble 5 
Never ending, ftill beginning, 
Fighting ftill, and ftill deftroying : 
If the world be worth thy winning, 
Think, O think it worth enjoying ! 
Lovely Thais fits befide thee ; 
Tzke the good the gods provide thee. 
The many rend the skies with loud ap- 
plaufe ; 
So love was crown’d, but mufic won the 
caufe. 
The prince unable to conceal his pain, 
Gaz’don his fair 
Who caus’d his care, 
Aad figh’d and look’ d, figh’d and look’d, 
Sigh’d 
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Sigh’d and look’d, and look’d and figh'd. 
At length for love, and drinking morc, 


unable, 
The tipfy bridegroom fell beneath the 
table. 
VI. 
Now tug the wooden lyre again: 
A harder yet, and yet a harder f{train. 
Leg {colding break his fleep afunder, 
And itart him, like a rattling peal of 
thunder. 
Hark, hark, Xantippe’s fable 
Has rais’d up his head, 
As awak’d trom the dead, 
And he peeps out from under the table. 
Revenge, revenge, dark Mungo crics, 
See the cuckolds arife ! 
See the horns that they rear, 
How they look in their hair, 
And the tears that roll down from their 
eyes ! 
Behold the hen-peck'd band, 
In ghoftly terrors ftand ! 
Thefe are husb:nds whofe couches have 
met with a ftain ; 
Whofe wives itill remain 
Unconcern’d with their pain : 
Give the vengeance due 
To the cuckold erew. 
Behold how they tofs thea foreheads up 
higher, 
How they point tothe bedrooms around, 
And warn ev'ry pair to retire : 
qi he cronics applaud with a bacchanal 
found : 
And each in a rapture laid held on his 
Helen ; 
The way fair Celia led, 
To light the bucks to bed, 
The reft is fcarce worth telling. 
vu. 
Thus long ago, 
Ere younger Cymon’s horns began to grow, 
Whule Celia’s tongue lay {till 
Dark Mungo thow'd prodigious skill, 
Both as a finger, 
And when he touch’d his lyre with heavy 
thumb and finger. 
But when the thrill-voic’d Celia came, 
And tun’d to rage her vocal frame ; 
The gifted {cold from her unborrow dftore, 
Enlarg’d the former narrow bounds, 
And added length to jarring founds 
With nature’s mother-wit, and {creams 
unknown before. 
Let Mungo, if he’s abic, 
Do more-—or yield the wreath--- 
Me itretch’d a top beneath the table, 
She ivolded him te de-th. 
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Sigh’d and look’d, and figh’d again. 
At length, with love and wine at once 


opprett, 
The vanquith’d vidor funk upon her 
Breaft. 
VI. 
Now ftrike the golden lyre again, 
A louder yet, and yet a louder ftrain. 
Break his bands of fleep afunder, 
And roufe him, like a rattling peal of 
thunder. 
Hark, hark the horrid found 
Has rais’d up his head, 
As awak’d trom the dead, 
And amaz’d he ftares around. 
Revenge, revenge ! Timotheus cries, 
See the furies arife ! 
Sze the {nakes that they reat, 
How they hifs intheir hair ! 
And the fparkles that flath from their 
eyes ! 
Behold a ghoftly band, 
Each a torch in his hand ! 
Thefe are Grecian ghofts that in battle 
were flain. 
Whofe bodies remain, 
Unburied on the plain : 
Give the vengeance due, 
To the valiant crew. . 
Behold how they tols theif torches on 
high, 
How they point to the Perfian abodes, 
And glitt’ ring temples of their hoftile gods. 
The princes applaud with a furious 
oy, 
And the line feiz’d a flambeau with zeal 
to deftroy 5 
Thais led the way, 
To light him to his prey, 
And like another Helen, fir'd another Troy. 
Vil. 
Thus long ago 
Ere heaving bellows learn’d to blew, 
W hile organs vet were mute 5 
Timotheus to his breathing flute 
And founding lyre, 
Could {well the foul to rage, or kindle foft 
defire. 
But when divine Cecilia come, 
Inventreis of the vocal frame 3 
Thefweet enthufiatt, from her facred ftore, 
Enlarg'd the former narrow bounds, 
And added iength to folemn founds, 
Wich nature’s mother-wit, and arts un- 
; known before. 
Letold Timothcus yield the prize, 
Or both diw ide the crown 5 
He r.is'd a mortal to rhe skies, 
She drew an angel down. 
CON- 
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